






1

Trinidad City Clerk

From: billhazeleur <billhazeleur@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2020 8:00 AM
To: cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: Trinidad city council agenda item to consider adopting Ordinancy STR RENTAL MORATORIUM.

WOW!  REALLY?? 
 
Please Do Not Adopt the proposed Rental Moratorium Ordinance! 
  The proposal is very ARBITARY, OVERREACHING and DISCRIMATORY.  
 There is NO science or information to show that STR Rentals increase the spread of COVID 19. Even Californias Stay At 
home order is for 3 weeks and is based on something (I.C.U. Hospital bed availability) 
 
William Hazeleur 
513 Trinity St. 
Trinidad Ca. 
 
 
Sent from my Galaxy 

 



From: Dwight Miller
To: David Grover; Jack West; Richard Clompus; Steve Ladwig; Tom Davies; Eli Naffah; Gabe Adams
Cc: Anita Thompson; Pat Morales; Kathleen Lake & Tom Davies; Dorothy & Dan Cox; Dwight Miller; Dick Bruce
Subject: Proposed additions to tonight"s ordinance ... Special (Emergency) Council Meeting- Thu-10-Dec-2020
Date: Thursday, December 10, 2020 11:52:38 AM

Councilors & City Manager Eli Naffah -

Tonight I will propose two simple but crucial additions to the proposed ordinance covering
outside visitors during this COVID emergency.  Eli, will you please 
forward this to our attorney, so he has a "heads-up" on these proposals and can comment on
them.

Gabe or Angela, will you please post this as a public comment to our web page before close-
of-business today, if possible.
1.
The first addresses a lodging "loophole" that exists for at least one "residence" that has not
applied for an STR permit, but for which there are many signs that multiple visitors are
staying overnight ... potentially an under-our-radar STR. The "residence" (quotes because
there appears to be no resident ... the owner does not appear to be there on a regular basis) is
861 Van Wycke, directly south of Councilor Clompus' house, the former house of long-time
partial-resident and "native-son", Steve Saunders.  I submitted photos last week to Manager
Naffah of the license plates of 3 visitors' cars ... Eli had a check done and they were all
registered in Redding.  We need some good detective work to ascertain whether this is an
unpermitted STR.  In the meantime, for this COVID emergency, I propose adding an item K
to SECTION 4 of the proposed ordinance:
    4-K. Based on the foregoing, it is urgent the City temporarily prohibit overnight visitors in non-owner-occupied
residences.

2.
For Section 6: PROTOCOL FOR REPORTING AND AUDITING COMPLIANCE AND REMEDIES FOR
VIOLATION. 
There is a lot of potential ambiguity about just who is reported as staying as an essential services guest. 
I'm concerned that just a name and a letter will be insufficient for us to audit.  With our limited policing and
auditing staff, it is important that walk-by residents be able to submit license numbers of visitors' cars. 
That data can be checked against license numbers that are part of reporting requirements, as well as
Driver License numbers.  These name-specific data need not be part of the public record, but City Staff
should be able to access that data for auditing conformance to the ordinance.

I propose adding the items in red to SECTION 6-A:
... 6-A. Reporting and Compliance Audits. In order to assure compliance with this ordinance, every
Vacation Dwelling Unit and STR operator shall, during the time period this ordinance remains in
effect and prior to commencement of occupancy of any Vacation Dwelling Unit or STR by a
renter, provide written notice of the proposed occupancy to the City of Trinidad (contact
information below) as follows: the name of the renter, DRIVER LICENSE number, vehicle license plate
number,  and information regarding the qualifying
essential service the renter will provide during the period of Vacation Dwelling Unit or STR occupancy.

Thank you,
Dwight Miller
785 Underwood Dr.
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Trinidad City Clerk

From: Jan Hunt <janashunt@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 09, 2020 6:15 PM
To: City of Trinidad
Subject: Comments regarding shutting down STRs

I would like to see Trinidad avoid unnecessary meetings and further stress and bureaucracy by merely following 
whatever rules are going to be put in place for hotels and STRs in Humboldt County.  Of course, STRs are a safer choice 
not only for vacationing guests, but also for visiting health workers and essential jobs like PG and E employees coming to 
repair services, as the visitors don't mix with other people.   
 
We all would like to discourage people from visiting our area for non‐essential reasons at this time, so I feel that when 
the county decides to stop visitors from booking trips here, we should use the Humboldt County Health Department's 
timeline and match their start and stop dates. This will make the rules easy to understand and follow for visitors and 
Innkeepers/owners, and will decrease the chance of unfair picking and choosing what types of lodging will close, which 
could result in confusion and potential legal issues for our city.  
 
Thanks, Jan Nash Hunt 



TO: Trinidad City Council 

FROM: Anita and Norman Thompson 

RE: Public Comment for December 10, 2020 Special Meeting, “Discussion/Action Agenda Item 

1. Review/Consider/Adopt COVID-19 Short-Term Rental Moratorium, City of Trinidad 

Urgency Ordinance No. 2020-03” 

DATE: December 10, 2020 1:30 p.m. 

Dear Council Members: 

My husband and I are data-driven people who have followed the latest research, data and the 

COVID-19 preventative practices since the pandemic was declared in March. Today COVID-19 

records for cases, deaths and hospitalizations are being broken daily due to pandemic fatigue, the 

holiday travel and social gatherings.  We are currently experiencing a surge that is growing 

exponentially.  This evening Hanukkah begins and Christmas is two weeks away, which means 

even more travel, social gatherings and increased COVID cases.   

Yesterday a record 3,124 people died in the U.S. from the coronavirus.  It was reported this 

morning on ‘Democracy Now’ (December 10, 2020) that “One hundred seven thousand people 

across the U.S. are hospitalized with the disease — also a record — and more than 220,000 new 

infections were reported in just 24 hours. More than a third of U.S. residents live in areas where 

intensive care units have either filled to capacity or are running critically short of ICU beds. 

Forecasts published by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention predict as many as 23,000 

new COVID-19 hospitalizations a day could follow the Christmas holiday weekend unless public 

health measures like social distancing and mask wearing are widely adopted.”   

On December 8
th

, ‘The Los Angeles Times’, reported that at least three counties in the San 

Joaquin Valley have reached 0% capacity in their hospitals’ intensive care units, making the 

state’s agricultural hub the first area in California to become maxed out.   

On last night’s (December 9) Humboldt County’s news station, it was stated that 12 out of every 

100 people who test positive will end up in the hospital.  “Humboldt County Public Health 

reports a tenth resident has died and 26 new COVID-19 cases were confirmed today, making 149 

so far this week and 1,163 since the pandemic began. An additional hospitalization was also 

reported.”  ‘North Coast Journal of Politics, People & Art’, December 9, 2020.  

Some counties in California (e.g., Yolo County) have voluntarily made decisions to implement 

stay-at-home orders even though their ICU beds are not below 15%.  California’s Lake Tahoe 

will shut down to outside tourists starting tomorrow. The City of Trinidad should follow their 

lead and prohibit outside tourists to stay overnight and immediately place a temporary 

moratorium on all short term rentals and the Trinidad Bay Bed & Breakfast Hotel. The criteria  

have been met to place a temporary moratorium, as stated in Section 5. Moratorium and Term: 



“Based on the foregoing, the City Council finds and declares there is a current and immediate 

threat to the public health, safety or welfare…”  

The current death toll and number of hospitalizations is staggering. During the past few weeks, 

things have changed rapidly. Not only are we concerned about hospitals at full capacity, but 

there are real risks of staffing shortages.  Where can Humboldt County residents go when our 

hospitals have reached capacity?  What happens to the people who have other types of 

emergencies?  We cannot control who visits Trinidad during the day, however we can act 

proactively and better prevent the possible spread of this virus by not having guests from outside 

the area stay overnight(s) in our small town. Having out of town guests travel to and stay in 

Trinidad while our coronavirus cases surge, is dangerous and goes against what health officials 

are saying about only travelling when necessary. As Dr. Frankovich stated a few weeks ago, “All 

travel is risky. That’s been the case for quite some time, but especially now as we see case rates 

climbing all over the state and country. The safest thing to do for our community’s long-term 

health is to cancel or postpone travel that’s not essential.”  Humboldt County is in the Purple 

Tier, with a curfew, and is described as: “Widespread outbreak that is growing with many 

undetected cases. Take strong measures to limit all contact.”  

 

As mentioned in the two previous City Council meetings, it is impossible to determine who is 

asymptomatic and airborne transmission is another factor in making COVID cases grow 

exponentially.  Here's an example of what my husband and I encountered early in the evening on 

December 3, 2020.  We were afraid to walk outside on our deck because a large group of young 

people, who were staying at the Airbnb next to us, were outside smoking in the adjoining 

driveway and coughing loudly (almost nonstop coughing).  These people were not wearing 

masks. We wanted to go outside to check our newly hung Christmas lights but we were 

concerned that these tourists might be  asymptomatic COVID carriers and there was a possibility 

that the virus was still in the air because of their nonstop coughing and not wearing masks.  

We observe our permanent neighbors practicing social distancing, staying at home the majority 

of time, and wearing masks when they do leave their homes, however this is not the case with 

visitors and there is no enforcement of the State’s COVID-19 mandates, only continued spread 

of this deadly virus.  We understand that the City of Trinidad is constrained when it comes to 

enforcement, however what is in the City’s control is not to promote travel and tourism through 

lodging while COVID cases are skyrocketing.  Postponement of a shutdown puts community 

lives at risk.  Therefore, due to this public health emergency, at tonight’s City Council Meeting 

on December 10, 2020, please approve a temporary moratorium on all short term rentals and the 

Trinidad Bay Bed & Breakfast Hotel in the City of Trinidad.  

Thank you in advance, 

Anita and Norman Thompson 
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