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MINUTES OF THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED MONTHLY MEETING OF THE  

TRINIDAD PLANNING COMMISSION  
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2011 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL (6:02pm) 
Commissioners Present: Becker, Pinske, Rotwein, Vanderpool,  
Commissioners Absent: Johnson 
Staff: Planner Parker, Caldwell 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
August 17, 2011 
Motion (Becker/Rotwein) to approve the August 17th minutes as written.  
Passed unanimously. 
 
August 25, 2011 
Motion (Becker/Vanderpool) to approve the August 25th minutes as written.  
Passed unanimously. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion (Becker/Vanderpool) to approve.  
Passed unanimously. 
 

IV. ITEMS FROM THE FLOOR 
None.     
 

V.  AGENDA ITEMS  
 
1. Trinidad Museum 2011-04: Design Review for placement of directional / identifying 

signs for the Trinidad Museum. These 2-sided signs will be placed in two locations 
adjacent to Main Street and Patricks Point Drive at the entrances to the Park / 
Museum on North Coast Land Trust property; APN: 042-051-34. Continued from the 
regular August 17, 2011 meeting. 

 
Public Comment 
P. Fleschner (Trinidad Museum Society) introduces the new version of the sign. A 
burgundy border was applied so as to reduce the white glare. The sign colors match the 
museum. The museum is not prepared to pay for more signs; however, the signs are 
not very large and the point is for the sign to be seen. The signs will be installed 
tomorrow if approved.  
 
Commissioner Comments 
Commissioner Pinske states that in the pictures last week the signs looked bold, but 
with a border, taking into account the costs, and realizing it is a directional sign with the 
purpose to be seen, he feels that they are appropriate. 
 



09-21-11   DRAFT 
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes   Page 2 of 2 

Commissioner Becker asks, for the museum’s sake, if the new border intrudes on the 
sign. P. Fleschner responded that she liked what it was before, but understands about 
cutting down on the white background. She trusts what the artist has done to the sign 
with the borders. 
 
Commissioner Rotwein thinks that if it points people in the direction of the museum, that 
it’s doing the job it is supposed to. 
 
Motion (Becker/Rotwein) that based on the information submitted in the application 
included in the staff report and public testimony, I move to adopt the information and 
findings in this staff report and approve the project as submitted with the added 
condition that a maroon border be placed around the signs. 
Passed unanimously. 
 

VI. CITY COUNCIL REPORT BY A PLANNING COMMISSIONER 
Commissioner Pinske attended the last City Council meeting, but the fire alarm was 
sounded during the first agenda item causing several Council members to have to leave 
the meeting. 
 

VII. STAFF REPORT 
The Moss subdivision was continued by the County Planning Commission; additional 
information was requested regarding the City’s water reply. The City was not 
represented and some false statements may have been made by the Moss 
representative. A City representative will attend the continued hearing in November. 
 
Trinidad Head maintenance is again an issue. The City has received Coastal 
Commission authorization to remove 1 ft of vegetation on either side of the trail and 
road. The City has now received complaints regarding the lack of vegetation 
maintenance. The City feels a Coastal Development Permit for maintenance consistent 
with historical maintenance is not necessary. However, staff plans to process a CDP for 
regular maintenance so everyone is on the same page in the future and should be on 
the October agenda. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting adjourned at 6:30pm.  
 
Submitted by:      Approved by: 
Sarah Caldwell       
Secretary to Planning Commission   ________________________ 
        Richard Johnson 

         Planning Commission Chair 


