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NOTICE AND CALL OF A MEETING OF THE
TRINIDAD PLANNING COMMISSION

The Trinidad Planning Commission will hold a regularly scheduled monthly meeting on

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 20th, 2019, AT 6:00 P.M.
in Town Hall at 409 Trinity Street.

I ROLL CALL

IL. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - December 19, 2018
III.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA

1V. ITEMS FR_OM THE FLOOR

V. - AGENDA ITEMS

Discussion / Decision / Public Hearing / Action

1. Address by Mayor Ladwig regarding the purpose and expectations of the STR
Committee.

2. Van Wycke Bicycle and Pedestrian Connectivity Project: Public hearing to accept
public, Commissioner and interested party comments on the proposed Mitigated
Negative Declaration and Initial Study for this project pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act. No action will be taken af this meeting.

VL.  COUNCIL REPORT
VII. STAFF REPORT

VIII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
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Trinidad Planning Commission. February 20, 2019 Agenda

IX. ADJOURNMENT
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1v.

'ITEMS FROM THE FLOOR E 4

- finished. She also requested all relevani@t

MINUTES OF THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE
TRINIDAD PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday, December 19, 2018

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL (6:01 pm)

Commissioners Present: Graves, Johnson, Stockness, Lake, Kelly
City Planner Staff: Parker

City Staff: Zetter

APPROVAL OF MINUTES e
NONE

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
No changes were made to the agenda,

A. Grau (433 Ewing), commented that the City Cott
a member to the STR Committee; hesthinks it shoul

g N
L. Farrar (433 Ewing) stated that she=o

continued. - =

Sue should be addressed to the City Manager
en the General Plan update gets to the Council level, it
atter what the City does, people will still say they

Commissioner Lake-@ommentgd that it is up to the Planning Commission to provide the
information. Commissigie s advises that it is not the Planning Commission’s responsibility
to get the information on

or in the packet. Lake questioned the legality of continuing the

-general plan discussion if the information is not available,

Commissioner Stockness wants the material in the City Clerk’s office because the library is often
closed. City Planner, Parker, advised that the material is on file at City Hall and can be viewed
upon request.

Commissioner Lake.states that she would like the documents available at the meetings; people
shouldn't have to ask for them.
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L. Farrar (435 Ewing), suggests that the agenda provide links to earlier material. Commissioner -
Lake argues that not everyone has access to computers. Commissioner Stockness would like the
meetings posted in the newspaper, with a short explanation of what will be discussed.
Commissioner Graves agrees, and he thinks that a press release is 4 good idea.

AGENDA ITEMS

a. General Plan Update: Update and discussion of curtent status, next steps, and review of a new
draft Circulation, Energy and Public Services Element. Sontinued from the Qctober 17,
October 30, and November 13, 2018 meetings. .

Commissioner Comments.; -
Graves requested that City Planner, Parker, provide ¢
from. Parker responds that the Commission left g -
she was not aware that they would be starti

Commissioner Graves suggests that the'¢:e
to expedite the continued_r% iew of the G

. tdated too quickly. Parker stated that some of
the specific i iz ierinidad Head cellular site should be included,
because th : il con =Enidanc discussing the lease. Stockness wanted to

? Transmission and Utility Systems:

solar power systems” in the text; .

11d also be a consideration for alternative energy in addition to

- noise and viewst : o

e. Change "fish" {o e" or "fish and wildlife" in the last sentence before goal CIRC-10;

s Change goal CIRC-T0 from “efficiency goals consistent with the character of the City” to
“efficiency goals in character with the city;” '

o CIRC-10.1 - remove gas and sewer and add data transmission, cable and wireless;

CIRC-10.4 - split into two policies and renumber this section,

There was a brief discussion regarding undergounding power lines. Parker advised that it is
extremely expensive, and that the City has been given funds from PG&E in the past to do it in
prioritized phases. - : : '
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Commissioner Johnson suggests adding a policy to incentivize alternative energy sources. Both
Commissioners Kelly and Graves agree. City Planner, Parker, advised that RCEA {Redwood Coast
Energy Authority) may be able to help with that. Parker also notes that the City is working with
the County on a regional Climate Action Plan {CAP),

Commissioner Kelly asked about the potential for constructing a sewer system in Trinidad. Parker
advised that the low density makes it unaffordable, and most grant funding has dried up. Parker
also advised that discharge into Trinidad Bay would not be allowed due to the ASBS, and there
has been significant public opposition due to potential growth-inducing impacts. Parker noted that
the City currently has a septic management program to address s pollution. Parker advised that from
her perspective, both science and technology are advancidi=and septic is now considered a
permanent solution, if appropriately designed and maintaiiie

The following changes were made to Section 4 - Wastcwhter D@l { OWTS:
¢ Goal CIRC-11 - change "production” to “ifeafment” and refiigg "values," since that is not
a role of the City; =

grant, City Planner,
sfoner Lake aslﬁf@hether the City
inspections. Parker stated that is a

There was a discussion regarding CIRC-11.2 Eg o
Parker, gave a brief summary and update of the gran’
should consider training someone Ol

Operating Permits. Parker gxplained thats
the program has not begli it .

o

The water service sectipn.(
assessment(s) that are cuftenily beilis
Figure 1 whichshoms.s tree%nes and:parkingwas discussed. Parker stated that she does
not thifiletfe parking Caisag Hp)

gories afg=clear or complete and asks for suggestions, such as whether
both pand private patking be indicated. Commissioner Johnson posed questions
regarding Public parking on"igth Mairraiid Patrick’s Point Drive, and wanted confirmation why
the map did=g indicate thatthere f%arking on near the onramp for Hwy 101 North,
Commissioner %equested Bitker’s opinion on what would be the best way to show all types

of parking. Parker onded t ere is not a one size fits all. Graves thinks that Figure 11 has
improved from the las

P

e

Parker wants to know if it ¥helpful to show the parking. Commissioner Stockness advised that
the figure should include parking, because the City doesn’t have enough public parking, Kelly said
it should be shown due to the influx of tourists. There was a brief discussion of charging for
parking, but Parker advised that the Coastal Commission does generally approve of pay parking,
There was also a brief discussion of leasing property for public parking,

Commissioner Lake would like Figure 11 to show traffic routes, such as for trucks. Lake also
discussed the current traffic situation on Ocean Ave. She advised that there should be signs for
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local traffic only, as it has become a main though fare. Parker advised that there is a designated
bus route, but it up to the City to designate a truck route. Parker suggested an ordinance.

Parker discussed Figure 13, advising that it represents street lights and power poles. Therc was. a
discussion that the map is lacking information, so Commissioner Graves advised that staff need to
reverify the street lights/power poles. The pole by Salty's has a street light, and there is a streetlight
on Ocean by the PG&E substation.

Parker discussed Figure 14. Parker explained that the map is the current city surface area map
including the parcels that are serviced with City water. It alsoghows the size of water lines and
fire hydrants. Parker mentioned that the City is looking af the si¥] ce area for the water assessment.
Commissionet Lake questioned the use of the fire hydr = spccifically the one presently in the

Commissioner Kelly questioned whether or no “Ehini
Environmental Justice, per Californi% uidelines. Par

The following changes were made: =
e . 4: currently the City contracts
to “law enforcement.services;”
¢ p. 5 include
necessary; . = _

e p. 5:more sigiagad o direc not all agreed with this) .
' Tdgme and go); remove sentence that it is not

and épee'd bumps may be

ge of the data regarding traffic volumes. Commissioner Lake
ed that that would have to be commissiened by the Council.

There was a discus
requests a new study.

Commissioner Lake suggests that RVs, especially when towing additional passenger vehicles,
need to be added to section 3 - truck traffic, Parker advises that truck routes ate generally
commercial and so would not include RVs. It was discussed that the City should indicate where
the RVs are allowed to park, There was a discussion about the incremental loss of parking over
the years, including the new green curb on Edwards. Commissioner Lake suggested this be
included in the General Plan. :

Tt was suggested that minimum widths for alleys be included in the policies as well as typical cross-
sections for different strects. During the discussion regarding width requirements, Commissioner
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VIL

Johnson advised that it is best not to include specific requirements, as laws change. Therefore,
Johnson recommended that instead the General Plan should advise that there is a “compliance with
local, state, and federal laws."

Public Comment: '

L. Farrar (433 Ewing), agrees that some of the text should be more generalized. She advises that
people don’t read signs, thus she doesn’t think more signage would help. She also comments that
the meetings need to be publicized. In response, Commissioner Johnson noted that they are noticed
via the newsletter from the City Clerk and the agenda is posted around town.

A. Grau (433 Ewing) stated that he doesn’t think the Cit
amount of tourists, and he suggests the City stop encqy
charging tourist for parking will work and is opposed (8

sthe infrastructure to handle the
tourism. He doesn’t think that

D. Cox (436 Ocean) requests that the City be 4fiir
especially from tourists. - 4

A, King (396 Wagner) is opposed to more ”5
City doesn't enforce its rules ANYWay..

the STR and-Prails C mrn

e, k= 3 e N

Parker adviscdthat she is worlgng on cotapleting the CEQA document for the Van Wycke trail
repait, which is alifest ready foEpublic comment, Tt will be on a future agenda.

Parker advised that staf{is w EKihg on various aspects of a water supply assessment. Also the
Clean Beaches grant is aligestdone, and staff are assessing the results.

Parker requested clarification on what Commissioner Lake wants available in the packet. There is
a discussion about how best to include old data in the packets. Parker advised that staff are working
on getting the general plan documents in the library.

Commissioner Lake made a public request for the zoning ordinance documents that were
submitted to the Coastal Commission. Parker notes that those are admin drafts that were submitted
as part of the LCP update grant, and are not ready for public review.
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VII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
None |
IX. ADJOURNMENT
Next meeting is January 16™. Meeting was adjourned at 7:51 pm.
Submitted by:

Angela Zetter
Administrative Assistant
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DISCUSSION AGENDA ITEM NO. 1

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION FOLLOWS WITH: | 0 PAGES

1. Address by Mayor Ladwig regarding the purpose and expectations of the STR Committes.




DISCUSSION AGENDA ITEM NO. 2

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION FOLLOWS WITH: 2 PAGES

2. Van Wycke Bicycle and Pedestrian Connecfivity Project: Public hearing to accept public,
Commissioner, and interested party comments on the proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration

and Initial Study for this project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act. No action
will be taken at this mesting. *Memo included™ :

All supporting documents can be found on the City's website in Roads & Trails - Van Wycke
Connectivity Project section of the document library section.

The supporting documents are as follows:

s Van Wycke MND Attachments
s Draft Van Wycke MND

hitp://trinidad. ca.gov/idocument-library/van-wycke-connectivity-project




MEMORANDUM

To:  Trinidad Planning Commission
FromM:  Trever Parker, City Planner
DATE:  January 28, 2019

RE: Van Wycke Bicycle and Pedestrian Connectivity Project

The purpose of the Van Wycke Trail Bicycle and Pedestrian Connectivity Project is to
repair and restore the closed Van Wycke Trail, recreating a key non-motorized route
from central Trinidad down to the Harbor and beach area below. This project would
eliminate gaps in non-motorized routes from the heart of Trinidad to other nearby trails
including the Trinidad Head Trail, Galindo Beach Trail, Axel Lindgren Memorial Trail,
Old Wagon Road Trail, and others, as well as other locations such as Trinidad State
Beach and Trinidad Harbor.

In summary, the project would include installation of an approximately 150 ft. retaining
wall along the unpaved portion of Van Wrycke Street to support a new 5" wide
pedestrian only trail where the existing trail is closed. The project also includes creation
of a trail/ walkway along the south side of Edwards St. from Wagner St. to Van Wycke
St. This trail would be created on the existing paved shoulder of Edwards St., or just
outside of it. The project also includes new crosswalks, bicycle “sharrows” and
designation of bike routes along Edwards Street. These improvements would eliminate
the existing lack of a designated non-motorized route connecting the east and west
sides of Trinidad.

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the City has
prepared an initial study evaluating the environmental impacts that could result from
the proposed project. Based on the initial study, it was found that all impacts would be
less than significant with specific mitigation measures incorporated. Therefore, the City
is proposing to adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND)} for the project. CEQA
requires a public review and comment period prior to adopting an MND. In this case,
the City has provided a 30-day comment period. In addition, the City has conducted
Tribal Consultation as required by CEQA, and an archeological report has been
prepared for the project. Note that certain information regarding cultural resources is
confidential, and the publicly available report has been redacted to protect this
information.
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Notices have been sent to adjacent property owners and known interested parties. In
addition, it has been posted around town and in the City’s email newsletter. Finally, the
document was sent to the State Clearinghouse for distribution to state agencies.

Although CEQA does not require a public hearing, due to the anticipated public
interest in this project, the City is holding this hearing to accept public comment on the
proposed MND. The Planning Commission can also comment, ask questions of staff,
and discuss the project. However, no final action can be taken at this time. Pending
public comment, it is anticipated that the MND will be adopted at the regular March 20,
Planning Commission meeting. This will give staff time to respond to comments as
needed prior to adoption of the MND. Depending on the comments, the MND could be
amended and recirculated, or the City could decide to prepare an EIR. '

The final design for the project will be completed after the CEQA process in order to
incorporate public comments and mitigation measures into the design. However, a
preliminary design is included in the project description and MND. Note that this
hearing is intended for comments on the CEQA document, including environmental
impacts, mitigation and process. The Planning Commission should focus the public
comments on these issues, and not the merits of the project itself. Because the final
design is not complete, the project description and analysis of potential impacts-does
allow some flexibility. However, alternatives that do not meet the project purpose /
objectives are outside of the scope of this CEQA document {e.g. close the trail).

Tn addition to the responses to comments that will be included in the MND, public
comments will also be used to help guide the final design. That final design will come
before the Planning Commission as a Coastal Development Permit, and possibly other
discretionary permits as well (¢.g. Use Permit). That is not anticipated to occur until
later in the year. The CalTrans grant that is funding this project does not allow funds to
be used for the final design until the CEQA process is completed. Althougha CEQA
determination is often made at the same time that a permit approval occurs, that is not
required. In fact, CEQA encourages the environmental review process to oceur eatly
enough that changes can be made to the project to address potential impacts, which is
the reason for this procedural timing. -

Staff Recommendation: ' ' o

Open the hearing and provide any Commissioner comments and questions to staff.
Then open the heating to public comment. Staff will keep careful notes of the
comments. Then close the public comment, and provide any additional comments and
questions to staff. Continue the hearing to the March 20, 2019 meeting.
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