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SUMMARY  MINUTES  OF  A  REGULAR  MEETING OF  THE  TRINIDAD  CITY  COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2006 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
Mayor Heyenga called the meeting to order at 7:30pm. Present were Councilmembers Marlow, Lin, and 
Cuthbertson. Councilmember Bowman was absent.  City Planner Bob Brown was present. 
 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Heyenga led the Pledge. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Lin stated that the ordinance governing second regular meetings prohibited having Commissioner or Staff 
Reports. Heyenga felt that the unusual circumstances with the election results and delayed first meeting 
should allow flexibility in letting the present Council dispense with old business.  Cuthbertson asked that 
Consent Agenda item 4 be removed to the regular agenda for discussion. 
 
Motion (Heyenga/Cuthbertson) to approve the agenda as submitted.  Failed 2-2. Yes: Heyenga, 
Cuthbertson.  
No: Marlow, Lin. 
 
Motion (Marlow/Lin) to approve the agenda deleting Commissioner and Staff Reports and moving Consent 
Agenda item 4 to the regular agenda.  Passed 3-1. Yes: Marlow, Lin, Heyenga.  No: Cuthbertson 
 
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
October 11, 2006 Motion (Marlow/Lin) to approve as corrected.  Passed 3-0. Yes: Marlow, Lin, 
Cuthbertson.  Heyenga did not vote as he was absent for that meeting. 
  
October 24, 2006 Motion (Lin/Cuthbertson) to approve as corrected.  Passed unanimously.  
 
October 25, 2006 Motion (Cuthbertson/ Lin) to approve as submitted.  Passed unanimously. 
 
October 30, 2006 Motion (Lin/Marlow) to approve as submitted.  Passed unanimously. 
 
V. COMMISSIONER REPORTS - deleted 
 
VI. STAFF REPORTS - deleted 
 
VII. ITEMS FROM THE FLOOR 
1. Pat Morales read a letter regarding the Mayor's letter to Supervisor Bonnie Neely. 
2. Jim Cuthbertson 

a. Reviewed bill from Streamline Planning regarding analysis of Management Plan. 
b. Summarized the partial first quarter financial report. 
c. Noted that another Councilmember had also written a letter to Supervisor Bonnie Neely. 

 
VIII. CONSENT AGENDA 
1.   Proclamation 2006-03: November 2006 as National Alzheimer's Disease Awareness Month. 
2.   Proclamation 2006-04: December 2006 as  Human Rights Awareness Month. 
3.   Request CWA time extension with Caltrans to correspond  with upcoming Gateway and Safe Routes to 

School   Project Planning. (Marlow/City Engineer) 
5.   Resolution 2006-16: Designating the Police Chief as Alternative Representative to PARSAC. 

 
Motion (Cuthbertson/Heyenga) to approve Consent Agenda items 1, 2, 3, and 5.  Passed unanimously. 
 
IX. AGENDA ITEM(S) 
1.  Discussion/Decision regarding Resolution 2006-13: Coastal Education and Stewardship Whale Tail 

program Grant application. (Heyenga/City Planner). 
City Planner Bob Brown reviewed the purpose and scope of the proposed program, which involves public 
education, materials for school groups and visitors, docent training, and compiling resources on our local 
beaches and marine resources. Prop. 50 funding will also be used to supplement this grant. 
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Council questions 
Cuthbertson: how much of the grant fund will Streamline Planning get?  Brown said that most of the grant 
funds would go to Streamline Planning to produce the materials described in the grant. 
 
Marlow: what is the duration of the grant? Brown said from May 2007 until the end of 2008. 
 
Lin: said that the ocean and beaches are valuable resources and we need to teach the next generation to 
take care of them. 
 
Heyenga: will the activities and materials in this grant integrate with other beach and ocean related projects 
the City is working on?  Brown said yes, that he is coordinating the grant activities with other programs. 

 
Public comments/questions 
Patti Fleschner: what are the matching funds?  Brown explained that matching funds will come from other 
grants, volunteer help, and the use of City facilities. 
 
Jill Mefford: will the grant involve schools and the HSU Marine Lab? Brown said yes. 
 
Cindy Lindgren: how will the grant coordinate with BLM projects to educate the public? Brown said he will 
work with the BLM to coordinate materials and avoid duplication. 
 
Kathy Bhardwaj: who is the target population of the grant? Brown said the local community, school groups 
on field trips to Trinidad, and visitors. 
 
Council discussion/action 
Lin: what is the limit of the grant? Brown said $50,000 and he is asking for $38,000. 

 
Motion (Heyenga/Cuthbertson) to support the grant application and to adopt Resolution 2006-13.   
Passed unanimously. 

 
 

2.   Discussion/Decision regarding Resolution 2006-14: Request for Historical designation of Sangster-
Underwood House from Trinidad Museum Society. (Heyenga) 

Heyenga introduced the item reviewing the Museum Society's request. Ron Johnson from the Museum 
Society Board said the Board unanimously approved the request. 
 
Council questions 
Lin: if the Resolution passes will there be any obligation to the City?  Patti Fleschner of the Museum Society 
Board said no. 
 
Lin: will such a designation restrict what can be done to the building?  Planner Bob Brown explained that the 
designation would mean that the State Historical Building Code would be used to evaluate changes to the 
building. There would still be a public hearing process. 
 
Public comments/questions 
Stan Binnie: what about the two pieces of the house still on the original property?  Tom Sharp of the Museum 
Society Board replied that the two pieces were in such bad shape that the contractor advised against moving 
them. They will be removed from the property and some parts of them may be salvaged for use in rebuilding 
the parts onto the relocated house. 
 
Council discussion/action 
Marlow: concerned about State Historical Building regulations we don't have in front of us.  Bob Brown 
explained that the Uniform Building Code must be met but with historical designation you can get exceptions 
to use the Historic Building Code.  
 
Cuthbertson: will there be Planning Department review of changes to the building? Bob Brown said yes, but 
only for additions to the building.  Ron Johnson said that the Museum Society is trying to rehabilitate the 
building but not to restore every detail.  They will rebuild some parts. 
 
Motion (Heyenga/Lin) to adopt Resolution 2006-14 designating the Sangster-Underwood House an Historic 
Building in Trinidad.  Passed unanimously. 
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3.   Discussion/decision on transferring decommissioned police cruiser to Public Works and Water 

Departments as a temporary reserve vehicle. (Lin) 
Lin explained that the Chief has been unable to sell the old police car. Public Works and the Water 
Department need a vehicle temporarily until they can get a permanent replacement truck. 
 
Council questions 
Cuthbertson: who originally paid for the car?  If the money came from the General Fund then no funds 
should be transferred except for the money to outfit the car for Public Works/Water Dept. service.  Lin pointed 
out that $2,000 from the car sale had already been included in the approved 2006-2007 Police Department 
budget. 
 
Lin said that if funds were not transferred for the police car a replacement truck would still be paid for from the  
General Fund. 
 
Cuthbertson felt we could find a suitable truck for $5,000 
 
Public comments/questions 
Patti Fleschner: could a member of the public buy the car? Council said probably if there were an auction. 
 
Council discussion/action 
Marlow: let Public Works use the car until the Chief sells it. 
 
Heyenga: if we can get a useable truck for $5,000 why spend $3500 fixing up an old car which may require 
additional repairs and service? 
 
Cuthbertson: the car should be used for short trips and light duty. The departments have trucks for heavy 
duty jobs; favored no money for the police department except what can be gained from selling the car. 
 
Motion (Cuthbertson/Marlow) to temporarily transfer the old police car to the Public Works/Water Departments 
at no cost to those departments for the vehicle; to outfit the car with a magnetic sign and flashing amber light 
for temporary light duty use until the department gets a new truck or until the Police Department sells the car.   
Passed unanimously. 

 
 

4.   Resolution 2006-17: Adopting a loan provision to the City's Hartford 457 Deferred Compensation Plan 
(Ajina/City Clerk)  [Note: this was Consent Agenda item #4 which was removed to the regular agenda.] 

Cuthbertson said that his purpose in  moving this item to the regular agenda was that it was a change in 
policy and should be discussed so the public knows what is going on. He had reservations that the employees 
would not know what they were getting into if we adopted this change. Marlow countered that it's the 
employees' money and the Council should respect their abilities to understand what to do with it. 
 
Public comment: none 
 
Council discussion/action 
Lin: the employees need to understand the change. 
 
Marlow: let the employees decide what to do with their retirement money. 
 
Motion (Heyenga/Marlow) to adopt Resolution 2006-17 and encourage the employees to meet with Haider 
Ajina so he can explain the plan and answer questions.  Passed 3-1.  Yes: Heyenga, Marlow, Lin.  No: 
Cuthbertson 

  
 

X. COUNCIL REQUEST FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  
Heyenga noted that Dec. 6 would be the continued meeting from Nov. 7 to seat the incoming 
Councilmembers since it appeared likely the general election would be certified by that date. 
 
Marlow wants to present traffic control recommendations, probably Dec. 13. 
 
Lin will have a proposal on a new truck for Dec. 13. 
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XI. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Heyenga adjourned the meeting at 9:05pm. 
 
 
 
Submitted by:       Approved by: 
 
 
 
 
___________________      __________________ 
Dean Heyenga       Chi-Wei Lin 
Mayor        Mayor Pro-Tem 
11/29/06 
 


