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1. Introduction 

Trinidad is a small, disadvantaged, coastal community that is located near one of California’s designated 
Areas of Special Biological Significance (ASBS). The City has been proactively working to comply with 
ASBS discharge requirements, which is a challenge for a small city with limited funds and high annual 
precipitation. The majority of the City drains directly or indirectly to the ASBS. The City’s single 
stormwater outfall is designated as priority discharge #TR1032 and discharges into the ASBS as shown 
on Figure A1, in Appendix A. The current system is designed to capture and convey runoff to the outfall 
and does not incorporate modern retention, treatment, or infiltration features. The City has completed 
comprehensive planning efforts, working with neighbors and area stakeholders to develop real solutions 
to these issues. Eventual implementation of all planned projects will allow the City to eliminate the 
stormwater outfall at the popular Launcher Beach thereby helping to protect the ASBS. 

Trinidad Bay is one of 34 ASBS ocean areas monitored and maintained for water quality by the State 
Water Resources Control Board. ASBS designated areas cover much of the length of California's coastal 
waters. They support an unusual variety of aquatic life and often host unique individual species. Trinidad 
Bay was designated as an ASBS in part because of the fluctuating presence of bull kelp (Nereocystis 
luetkeana), which are considered biologically significant in providing an ecological base for fish and 
invertebrate habitats by supplying food and shelter. All ASBS designated areas may be adversely 
affected by polluted stormwater discharges, which could damage their unique ecosystems. 

Currently the City's aging stormwater infrastructure still discharges untreated runoff into the ASBS at 
Launcher Beach. The current system is decades old with some sections not functioning as designed due 
to catch basins and pipes filled with sediment. There are several areas in the City where stormwater 
runoff is not collected in several areas and instead flows to open areas or in streets and gutters. The 
stormwater runoff then either infiltrates into the sandy soils or flows as overland surface flow, eventually 
reaching the ocean. The situation exacerbates erosion and transports sediment and potentially other 
contaminants into the ASBS. The approach to remedy this situation is focused on capturing stormwater 
runoff, conveying flow away from sensitive areas, treating it for constituents of concern, and then 
infiltrating the stormwater. This approach has already been implemented with two phases, including LID 
features on Trinity Street, Ocean Avenue, East Street, and Hector Street. 

Factors to consider when instituting stormwater infiltration are groundwater interactions with septic 
disposal fields within the City and location of infiltration systems with respect to potential influences on 
bluff stability. The focus of the City’s stormwater infiltration design is to capture water that would be 
directly or indirectly discharged to the ASBS. The captured stormwater is then conveyed away from 
sensitive areas where it is treated, stored, and infiltrated so that changes to the groundwater levels in 
sensitive areas is minimized. 

Gov. Jerry Brown declared a state of emergency for 50 California counties including Humboldt County 
that were drenched by December 2016 and January 2017 winter storms. The federal government 
declared a state of emergency for the same storm event helping California with support from FEMA. In 
Trinidad, the bluff adjacent to the Trinidad Memorial Lighthouse was affected by the storms and 
exhibited visual signs of slope instability with a fresh escarpment with fissures and slumping of the bluff 
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in the previously dormant landslide (per SHN’s March 24, 2017 report titled: “Preliminary Assessment of 
Current Slope Stability Conditions, Trinidad Memorial Lighthouse, Edwards Street, Trinidad’). As part of 
the City’s response, the City directed GHD to collect groundwater data from the City’s existing 
groundwater monitoring wells and use the new 2017 groundwater data to update the groundwater model 
with the goal of checking the model to see if the post-construction performance of the features 
implemented on Trinity and Ocean Avenue were performing as previously expected. The updated model 
would also provide the City with an updated existing conditions model for use in modeling future 
scenarios. As an outcome of this exercise, the City decided to not build one planned small LID feature on 
West Street as the model could not verify that the infiltrated stormwater from that project site would not 
end up at or near the slope instability adjacent to the Trinidad Memorial Lighthouse. The West Street LID 
project component was small and not a critical component of the overall stormwater project. The updated 
model indicated the two previous features implemented on Trinity and Ocean Avenue were performing 
as previously expected. 

The updated existing conditions model was then used to model the City’s remaining planned LID 
stormwater projects. The modifications to the model are described in detail in Section 4.2.3. 

As part of this overall stormwater management effort, the City plans to establish rules, zoning, or other 
guidance that encourages private property owners to create LID systems on their property that support 
the City’s overall stormwater objectives. LID systems capture, treat and slowly discharge stormwater 
runoff. LID features can either retain the stormwater and discharge to another disposal system (Bio 
Retention) or they can retain and infiltrate (Bio Infiltration) stormwater. The City wanted to determine 
locations within the City where Bio Retention is appropriate and where Bio Infiltration is appropriate. 

With the full implementation of the City’s planned LID stormwater projects modelled, the City next 
wanted to use the model to look to the future and model private implementation of LID systems. Working 
with the City Planner, potential future development based on current zoning was explored and input into 
the model. The modification to the model are described in detail in Section 4.2.4. 

The long-term goal of the Project implementation is to help protect the ASBS by making improvements to 
the stormwater drainage system, including implementation of Low Impact Development Best 
Management Practices (LID/BMPs). LID and BMPs will capture, treat, and infiltrate stormwater runoff 
from rainfall events, thereby minimizing stormwater pollutants that enter the ASBS. This addendum 
builds upon the Groundwater Model Technical Report (GHD 2013) completed as part of the City’s ASBS 
Stormwater Improvement Project. The objective of this document is to present and discuss additional 
groundwater modeling efforts that evaluated the proposed projects and different infiltration scenarios, 
share the model output and analysis, and convey how these modeled scenarios were used for the 
project.  

2. Approach  

The primary driving objective of the City’s stormwater improvements is to eliminate potential pollutants 
from entering the ASBS via the existing stormwater runoff. The City explored multiple options for 
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stormwater treatment, storage and disposal. With limited area available for storage and streams also 
discharging to the ASBS, the capture, treatment, and infiltration of stormwater runoff was selected.  

Prior to the implementation of the stormwater capture, treatment and infiltration projects, stormwater 
would either: 

• flow in a partially functioning collection system which directly discharged to the ASBS,  

• runoff impervious areas (roofs, streets, paved areas) and collect in puddles that directly 
infiltrated untreated runoff to groundwater, or  

• runoff impervious areas and flow as surface runoff over the bluffs and discharge to streams, 
ocean and the bay. 

To address these issues, the City’s infrastructure improvements have focused on capturing stormwater 
runoff from streets and paved areas, diverting existing stormwater system flows from ocean discharge, 
and route that stormwater to treatment and infiltration facilities. The design of the these systems focused 
on capturing runoff that was either infiltrating near or surface flowing over the bluffs and routing that 
water to treatment and infiltration areas further away from the bluffs. Additionally, the infiltration system is 
designed to capture and store stormwater runoff from high intensity rainfall and slowly allow the 
infiltration of that stormwater to minimize the impacts on groundwater levels that otherwise could affect 
bluff stability.  

When developing an approach to design treatment and infiltration options there are several constraints 
that need to be considered: required space for treatment and infiltration systems, groundwater influences 
on bluff stability, and infiltrated stormwater interacting with existing septic systems.  

• Required Space – treatment, storage and infiltration systems need to be located on City 
property where they can be operated and maintained by City staff. These facilities need to be 
located in regions that have the topologic characteristics that will allow stormwater to flow via 
gravity without the need for pumping as the costs associated with maintenance and operation of 
a pumped system would be prohibitive. This constraint limits the areas of the City’s streets and 
parking lots as potential treatment and infiltration areas. 

• Bluff Stability – the design of the infiltration systems focuses on infiltrating the stormwater at a 
location and at an infiltration rate that minimizes the changes in groundwater elevations in the 
sensitive areas near the bluffs. 

• Septic System Interactions – the infiltration of the treated stormwater may result in localized 
increases in groundwater elevations during and immediately after storm events. The infiltration 
systems must be located such that they do not cause localized groundwater elevations to raise 
to a level that could interact with septic systems. This results in location of infiltration areas 
sufficiently separated from existing septic system so that there are not groundwater interactions. 
These separation distances are consistent with the Humboldt County guidelines for septic 
system offsets and groundwater separation. 
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During the design process of the City’s stormwater system a 3-dimensional groundwater model was 
used to evaluate the various design scenarios with respect the design constraints. The resulting analysis 
and design resulted in the future elimination of the direct ocean discharge and the treatment and capture 
of up to a 50-year storm event. The runoff from privately owned parcels also contributes to the City’s 
total stormwater runoff. In an effort to mitigate and reduce overall stormwater runoff, the City wants to 
encourage private property owners to help do their part to help reduce stormwater runoff. Private 
property efforts to reduce stormwater may include: rain barrels, rain gardens, bio-swales, etc. These 
runoff mitigation efforts are commonly known as Low Impact Development (LID). A more thorough 
discussion of LID features may be found in the Humboldt County LID manual.  

In general, LID features capture stormwater runoff, allow for passive treatment, and either increase 
infiltration or store stormwater and slowly release it. LID features that treat and slowly release 
stormwater are referred to as Bioretention and features the treat and infiltrate to groundwater are 
referred to as Bioretention with infiltration. Bioretention with infiltration is described in the Humboldt 
County LID Stormwater Manual under “Runoff Reduction Measures” and “Site Design Measures”.  While 
the description in the LID Manual include features that infiltrate and those that retain but don’t infiltrate, 
this report segregates LID features into two categories: those that encourage infiltration and those that 
do not. These two types of LID features are discussed in more detail in Section 3 and in the Humboldt 
County LID manual (Appendix 3 Site Design Measures and Appendix 4 Bioretention). 

To help support the current projects and plan for the future, the City would like to develop policies that 
promote Bioretention and Bioretention with infiltration (discussed in Section 3) that are consistent with 
the stormwater system design constraints. To do this, areas within the City where Bioretention and 
Bioretention with infiltration need to be established as a Zoning map. The development of the LID Zoning 
Map incorporated information from the geotechnical study, modeled and observed (monitored) 
groundwater conditions, and input from City Staff.  

Once the LID Zoning map was drafted, the effects of the type of LID on the groundwater in each area 
was evaluated to demonstrate that it is consistent with the design constraints previously discussed. To 
demonstrate that the stormwater systems constraints are satisfied, the groundwater model is used to 
evaluate the potential effects LID features may have on groundwater and subsurface systems such as 
septic systems. Groundwater elevations under existing conditions were compared to different infiltrator 
configurations to determine the effects of infiltrating stormwater runoff. The groundwater model 
previously developed, calibrated, and verified was modified to evaluate the potential effects of future LID 
infiltrators. The hydrologic analysis and groundwater model development can be found in Sections 3 and 
4. In general, the intent of the groundwater modeling is to support the planning and design process by 
showing the effects of the proposed features on the groundwater system to minimize impacts that could 
affect bluff stability. 

The implementation of the upgrades to the City’s stormwater system is occurring in discrete phases. The 
first phases of construction occurred in 2016 and 2018. These phases of construction resulted in the 
construction of several LID, treatment and infiltration facilities. A further phase of design and construction 
will complete the City’s stormwater system and eliminate the direct discharge to the ocean for events up 
to the 50-year storm. The evaluation of the potential effects of these projects on the design constraints, 
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using the groundwater model, are described in Section 4 (see Section 4 for scenario description). 
Additionally, an evaluation of the potential effects from the future development of currently undeveloped 
lots and all possible LID features installed in the proposed Zoning map are simulated in Scenario 4 (see 
Section 4 for scenario description). 

The evaluation of the potential effects on bluff stability uses the changes in groundwater elevations near 
the bluff, as simulated in the groundwater model, with the slope stability analyses using the GeoStudio 
2012 software, version 8.15.3. Spencer’s Method of Slices was used, which satisfies force and moment 
equilibrium. 

The analysis of the bluff stability first evaluated the base conditions as of 2016 (Scenario 1), with the 
subsurface info at the bluff then translating it horizontally landward with conservative properties derived 
from the available boring logs. The subsequent cases include the ground surface, bedrock, and max 
groundwater levels from the recent groundwater modeling efforts.  The bluff stability model was then run 
under two conditions to compare the base condition in 2016 (Scenario 1) to the worst case condition of 
Full Buildout (Scenario 4). Slope stability analyses uses factors of safety (FS) to evaluate the potential 
instability of a slope.  The components of a FS the driving forces and moments versus the resisting 
forces and moments.  The moments are determined using the surface geometry, subsurface 
stratigraphy, soil strength, and groundwater levels. 

𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹 =
∑𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅
∑𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝑅𝑅𝐷𝐷𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 

 

When the driving moments equal the resisting moments, the factor of safety is unity.  Unity is considered 
a metastable condition, where the slope is balanced between stability and movement.  A FS less than 
unity would imply an unstable slope and an FS over unity would imply a stable slope.   

The effect of the proposed LID projects on bluff stability is evaluated by comparing the change in the 
factor of safety between the proposed project and the base condition. A thorough summary of the Slope 
Stability analysis is presented in the Slope Stability Analysis Memorandum in Appendix E. 

3. LID Zoning  

Two of the primary objectives of LID implementation are to provide water quality treatment and to mimic 
natural hydrologic conditions in developed areas. For the purposes of distinguishing suitable LID types 
within the project area, features herein are classified into two categories: bioretention and bioretention 
with infiltration. Typical LID features are categorized in Table 1. These two categories correspond with 
zoning areas within the City that specify for property owners where various LID types are suitable 
(discussed in Section 3.3). Brief descriptions of select LID features are discussed below. Excerpts from 
the Humboldt LID Stormwater Manual and the City of Santa Rosa LID Technical Design Manual are 
provided in Appendix F.  
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Table 1. Applicable category for typical LID features.   

LID Category Tree 
Planters 

Vegetated 
Swales 

Rain 
Gardens 

Infiltration 
Trenches 

Rain 
Barrels 

Green 
Roofs 

Bioretention x* x* x*   x x 
Bioretention with Infiltration x x x x     

*Suitable for bioretention only if an impermeable layer that prevents infiltration is installed   

3.1 Bioretention 

Bioretention features are LID elements that reduce peak runoff, but do not allow infiltration into native 
soils. Although tree planters, vegetated swales, and rain gardens are often designed to include 
infiltration, they can also incorporate a liner or compacted clay soils and other soil types that prevent 
infiltration. Some bioretention features, such as lined tree planters and green roofs, can also provide 
pollutant removal (Figure 1).  

 

Figure 1. Examples of installed (a) tree planters and (b) green roof. 
 

Tree planters include grates that allow for stormwater runoff to enter the planter, which facilitates 
filtration through soil. In some instances, tree planters can be connected to each other, or to an existing 
storm drain system. If implemented within the Bioretention Only Zone, tree planters would need to be 
designed to prevent infiltration with an impermeable layer on the bottom and side walls. Green roofs are 
often composed of several layers that capture rainfall within the growth medium. Water gets released 
slowly via evaporation, transpiration, and discharge to roof drains. Other bioretention features, such as 
rain barrels, do not provide water quality treatment, but allow for capture and use at a later time. Rain 
barrels are typically designed to capture runoff from roofs or other impervious surfaces, where it is stored 
until rainfall subsides.   

3.2 Bioretention with Infiltration  

Tree planters, vegetated swales, and rain gardens are common LID features used to retain and infiltrate 
stormwater runoff. Vegetated swales, or bioswales, are gently-sloped channels lined with vegetation. 

a b 
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The vegetation slows the runoff, and provides pollutant removal, while also conveying runoff to the storm 
drain system. Rain gardens are typically composed of three basic layers: top soil, an amended soil layer, 
and a gravel storage layer. These LID features can be designed to provide retention, water quality 
treatment, and infiltration. Unlike rain gardens, infiltration galleries and trenches do not include growth 
media to facilitate water quality treatment. Instead, rock is placed in the gallery or trench. The void space 
provides storage for stormwater before it infiltrates into native soils.  

3.3 Proposed Zoning Map 

Prior to establishing the different LID zones within the City, the City’s infrastructure that was designed to 
eliminate stormwater discharge to Trinidad Bay (designated as an ASBS) was developed. These 
stormwater infrastructure features are required for the City to comply with State Water Resources 
Control Board regulations. After the planning and modeling of these features was complete, the LID 
Zoning Areas for private parcels within the City was developed. These areas, shown in Figure A3 
(Appendix A) were determined taking into consideration the City’s infrastructure, groundwater monitoring 
data, groundwater modeling results, geotechnical analyses, and City staff input.  

4. Model Development 

This section of the report describes the modifications made to the original groundwater model that was 
created, calibrated, and independently-validated in 2013 for the first phase of this project. The 
groundwater model was first modified to reflect existing 2016 conditions that include the stormwater 
system modifications and infiltrators constructed in 2014.  

The results of this modified model for a 50-year storm event was used as the “base” scenario, which 
provides a basis from which to compare the groundwater level effects of potential future LID features 
being considered. Several scenarios that reflect various configurations of LID features, whether installed 
on City or private property were evaluated. Areas of particular interest of the evaluation are potential 
effects of the horizontal extents of the areas influenced by the LID infiltration, vertical interactions with 
existing septic systems, and the interaction at boundary conditions specifically relating to bluff stability.  
A total of four model runs, or scenarios, were developed for this groundwater analysis:  

1. 2016 Conditions  

2. 2018 Conditions  

3. Full Storm Water System  

4. Buildout  

The first three scenarios represent different phases of LID development within City right-of-way. The 
different features that were included for each of the scenarios are shown in Figure A2 of Appendix A. 
Note that the LID features are additive (e.g., LID features in Scenario 1 are included in all subsequent 
scenarios). The fourth scenario builds upon Scenario 3, but includes potential development on private 
property.  
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Infiltrators are included in the groundwater model using the Well Package within the groundwater 
modeling software. Injection rather than extraction wells were used to simulate the flux into the model at 
the location of each infiltrator. The number of wells that is used to represent a single LID infiltrator is 
proportional to the footprint of the actual infiltrator. The runoff volume that enters an infiltrator is assumed 
to be evenly distributed across the infiltrator. From a groundwater modeling perspective, only LID 
features that infiltrate, rather than detain or convey, stormwater runoff are of interest and reflected in the 
groundwater model. The detention of stormwater is accounted for in the creation of the input files. 
Because the infiltrators are generally less than ten to fifteen feet below ground surface (BGS), the wells 
are included in Layer 1 of the model. 

To determine the amount of water that enters the groundwater model via the infiltrators, a hydrologic 
analysis external to the groundwater model was performed. To complete this hydrologic analysis, results 
from the previous phase of work were used. The previously-delineated sub-watersheds (Figure 2 in 
Appendix A) and their runoff hydrographs developed in the Army Corp’s HEC-HMS software were used 
to develop hydrographs for each infiltrator. A detailed description of the HEC-HMS model is provided in 
Section 3 Groundwater Model Technical Report, September 2013. 

4.1 Groundwater Level Monitoring 

The model results were verified with the collection of groundwater elevation data from the nine existing 
groundwater monitoring wells.  Once the model was updated, the results of the model were compared 
with actual observed groundwater levels. Groundwater level data was collected from before and after the 
2018 LID construction project. The direction from the City to initiate groundwater occurred in the fall but 
after early storms. The first significant storm event monitored was in January 2018.  Monitoring wells 
down-gradient of the 2018 construction effort include: MW-1; MW-2; MW-5; and MW-9. The groundwater 
elevation in these four wells were compared by evaluating the change in water level during similar 
intensity storms at a similar time of year. The pre-construction comparison period is from January 16, 
2018 through January 27, 2018. A 1.69” maximum amount of precipitation occurred on January 24th of 
that period. The post-construction period is from January 9, 2019 to January 20, 2019. A 2.26” maximum 
amount of precipitation was recorded on January 20th of the post-construction period of comparison. 

Groundwater elevation in response to similar pre-construction and post-construction storms at MW-1 are 
shown in Figure D-11 and Figure D-12, respectively. The water level during the period of pre-
construction goes from an elevation of 8.5 to 9.9 ft, showing a 1.4 ft increase in response to the 
precipitation event.  

Groundwater elevation in response to similar pre-construction and post-construction storms at MW-2 are 
shown in Figure D-13 and Figure D-14, respectively. The water level during the period of pre-
construction goes from an elevation of 61.1 to 61.3 ft, showing a 0.2 ft increase in response to the 
precipitation event. The water level during the period of post-construction goes from an elevation of 60.6 
to 60.6 ft, showing no change in response to the precipitation event. 

Groundwater elevation in response to similar pre-construction and post-construction storms at MW-5 are 
shown in Figure D-15 and Figure D-16, respectively. The water level during the period of pre-
construction goes from an elevation of 131.0 to 131.2 ft, showing a 0.2 ft increase in response to the 
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precipitation event. The water level during the period of post-construction goes from an elevation of 
130.2 to 130.3 ft, showing a 0.1 ft increase in response to the precipitation event.  

Groundwater elevation in response to similar pre-construction and post-construction storms at MW-9 are 
shown in Figure D-17 and Figure D-18, respectively. The water level during the period of pre-
construction goes from an elevation of 113.9 to 113.9 ft, showing no response to the precipitation event. 
The water level during the period of post-construction goes from an elevation of 114.4 to 114.4 ft, again 
showing no response to the precipitation event. 

While the observed storm events were much smaller than the 50-year event simulated, the groundwater 
monitoring data indicate that the new LID infiltration features are functioning appropriately and changes 
in groundwater elevation in the vicinity of the LID features has not appreciably changed from before and 
after the construction. No two storm events are the same in intensity and duration but the groundwater 
response to the recent storm events is consistent with previous storm events that were monitored in the 
years prior to construction. 

4.2 Infiltrator Hydrographs  

For each infiltrator and scenario, an infiltration hydrograph was developed. To determine each infiltration 
hydrograph, the amount of runoff for each sub-watershed that is conveyed to each infiltrator was 
determined. One foot contours were used to delineate the percent area of each sub-watershed that 
contributes to each infiltrator. These percentages were used to assign to each infiltrator portions of the 
HEC-HMS output hydrographs. The resulting hydrograph quantified the runoff that reaches each 
infiltrator. The actual runoff and infiltration rate of stormwater infiltrated into the model at each infiltrator 
was determined using the Green-Ampt Method (Gupta 2008), which determines that amount of water 
that infiltrates soil based on soil moisture conditions and static head. Table 2 shows the Green-Ampt 
Model parameters used. Parameters were determined based on the 2012 geotechnical analysis report.  

Table 2. Green-Ampt model parameter values from indicated sources. 
Parameter Value Units Source 
Initial uniform water content 0.12 - Gupta 2008 
Porosity 0.3 - Gupta 2008 
Suction head at wetting front  0.0151 ft Gupta 2008 
Effective hydraulic conductivity  0.04 ft/min GHD 2012 
Depth to bedrock 50 ft GHD 2012 

In addition to soil parameters, the volume of infiltration is a function of the depth of water and the surface 
area over which water can infiltrate. It was conservatively assumed that all runoff that reaches the 
infiltrators is immediately stored in the infiltrators. In reality, the treatment chambers attenuate runoff and 
the LID system provides more storage than accounted for in the Green-Ampt calculations. For scenarios 
in which all stormwater runoff was not infiltrated, a bypass volume was calculated and assumed to be 
surface flow to the Trinidad ASBS outfall.  
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4.3 Model Runs 

Table 3 provides a description for the four model runs, or scenarios, completed. Scenario 1 and 2 reflect 
conditions as of 2016 and 2018, respectively. Scenario 3 reflects the maximum LID construction within 
City right-of-way. Scenario reflects maximum buildout on both public and private property.  

Table 3. Scenarios modeled. 
Scenario  Infiltrators Included* 
1: Base 2016 Trinity and Ocean 
2: Base 2018 Trinity, Ocean, East, Rain Garden, Hector 
3: Full storm system Trinity, Ocean, East, Rain Garden, Hector, Underwood, HSU, Parking Lot 
4: Buildout  Trinity, Ocean, East, Rain Garden, Hector, Underwood, HSU, Parking Lot 

*Infiltrator names correspond with those shown in Figure A2 in Appendix A.  

4.3.1 Scenario 1: Base 2016 

Scenario 1 reflects conditions in 2016. Since the original groundwater model was developed, two 
infiltrators (Trinity and Ocean shown in Figure A2 in Appendix A) were constructed. Table 4 shows the 
percent of sub-watershed area, and therefore percent of sub-watershed hydrograph, that contributes to 
each of the two infiltrators. The ‘Not Captured’ percentage of each sub-watershed hydrograph flows to 
ASBS outfall (Figure A1 in Appendix A) and is not included in the groundwater model. It is assumed that 
the water not captured flows overland, down streets and ultimately discharges to non-point surface 
discharges. Results from the Green-Ampt model are shown in Figures 1 and 2 of Appendix B. The 
‘Runoff Rate’ is the stormwater runoff that reaches the infiltrator, ‘Infiltration Rate’ is the amount of runoff 
that is infiltrated, ‘Bypass Rate’ is the amount of water that reaches the infiltrator but cannot be infiltrated 
or stored, and ‘Storage Volume’ is the amount of water stored in the infiltrator.  

Table 4. Percent area of sub-watersheds captured by indicated infiltrators for 
Scenario 1. 

Sub-
Watershed Trinity  Ocean  Not Captured 

CT1 30% 65% 5% 
CT2 20% 0% 80% 
CT3 85% 0% 15% 

4.3.2 Scenario 2: Base 2018 

Scenario 2 is representative of the components constructed in 2016 and 2018. This includes the addition 
of three infiltrators (Rain Garden, Hector, and East shown in Figure A2 in Appendix A). Table 5 shows 
the percent of sub-watershed area, and therefore percent of sub-watershed hydrograph, that contributes 
to each of the infiltrators. Similar to Scenario 1, the ‘Not Captured’ percentage of each sub-watershed 
hydrograph flows to ASBS outfall (Figure A1 in Appendix A) and is not included in the groundwater 
model. Results from the Green-Ampt model are shown in Figures 3 through 8 of Appendix B. 
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Table 5. Percent area of sub-watersheds captured by indicated infiltrators for 
Scenario 2. 

Sub-
Watershed Trinity  Ocean East 

Rain 
Garden Hector 

Not 
Captured 

CT1 30% 65% 5% 0% 0% 0% 
CT2 20% 0% 10% 0% 0% 70% 
CT3 85% 0% 0% 0% 0% 15% 
CT4 0% 0% 0% 15% 20% 65% 

4.3.3 Scenario 3: Full Storm Water System   

Scenario 3 includes all infiltrators shown in Figure 2 in Appendix A. Table 6 shows the percent of sub-
watershed area, and therefore percent of sub-watershed hydrograph, that contributes to each of the 
infiltrators. Note that there is not an infiltrator in CT9, which eliminates the need for a change from the 
original model. The Parking Lot infiltrator is assumed to capture all runoff not captured by the remaining 
infiltrators. While Scenario 1 and 2 infiltrators were designed in the previous phase of this project, the 
infiltrators unique to Scenario 3 (Underwood, HSU, and lower Parking Lot) were sized to capture all of 
the runoff flow from their associated sub-watersheds and any flow not captured by the previously 
installed infiltration features, thus, eliminating any bypass flow. Results from the Green-Ampt model are 
shown in Figures 9 through 17 of Appendix B. 

Table 6. Percent area of sub-watersheds captured by indicated infiltrators for 
Scenario 3. 

Sub-
Watershed Trinity  Ocean  East Rain 

Garden Hector Under-
wood HSU Edwards Parking 

Lot 

CT1 30% 65% 5% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
CT2 20% 0% 10% 0% 0% 0% 0% 70% 0% 
CT3 85% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 15% 0% 
CT4 0% 0% 0% 15% 20% 0% 0% 65% 0% 
CT5 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 50% 50% 0% 0% 
CT6 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 20% 0% 80% 0% 
CT7 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 10% 15% 75% 0% 
CT8 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 5% 95% 

CT10 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 

4.3.4 Scenario 4: Full Buildout  

In addition to the same infiltrators that were included in the Full Storm Water System, the Full Buildout 
scenario includes septic systems and LID infiltrators that may be constructed on private property that is 
not yet developed. Potential development was analyzed with the City Planner for the number of dwelling 
units per parcel. Parcels that were identified as areas for potential development are shown in Figure 3 of 
Appendix A. For Scenario 4, septic systems were added to all parcels identified for development. LID 
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infiltrators were added to the parcels located within the LID Zone area (shown in Figure 3 of Appendix 
A).   

Septic Systems 

A discussion of how septic loading rates were determined based on water use data can be found in the 
Groundwater Model Technical Report, September 2013. Septic loading data from the original 
groundwater model provided a basis for estimating potential future development loading rates. Excluding 
anomalous data points that did not accurately represent residential units (e.g., restaurants), the average 
septic loading rate per parcel was applied to the estimated number of potential dwelling units. The 
number of potential dwelling units was estimated based on the allowable density of the zone (e.g., one 
dwelling unit per 8,000 SF for Urban Residential areas).  For the available data, the average loading per 
resident was 15.5 cubic feet per day. This value represents the loading rate for an entire parcel, which 
may have more than a single dwelling rate. Applying the average loading rate of 15.5 CF/day provides a 
conservative estimate for each new parcel’s loading rate. 

In the original groundwater model, the required area for a septic system was determined based on the 
number of bedrooms per building, which was estimated using aerial imagery. Because dwelling units are 
not defined by a number of bedrooms, a different approach was developed for determining the required 
area for a given septic system. Consistent with the original groundwater model, a percolation rate of 4 
inches/hour was used. With this percolation rate, the maximum loading rate was conservatively assumed 
to be 0.4 gal/ft2/day. The required area for a septic system was then determined using the maximum 
loading rate and the previously-discussed septic loading rate. Aerial imagery and topography data were 
used to determine potential septic system locations. It should be noted that at exact location of individual 
septic systems were not available and the representation in the model do not indicate actual septic 
locations. A qualitative evaluation of each parcel was made and the likely location a septic leach line was 
approximated for representation in the model. With size and resolution of the groundwater model any 
discrepancy between the true location and approximated location would have a negligible effect on the 
model results. The more critical factor is the septic loading rate applied to each parcel.  The septic 
loading or flow rates, as described above is appropriate for the size of the facilities or dwelling and is 
consistent with County guidelines for determining septic loading rates.  

LID Infiltrators  

An LID Zone area (Figure A3 of Appendix A) was determined based on the known bedrock and 
geological features in the vicinity. These characteristics are discussed in the main report, and depicted in 
Figures E-1 and E-4 of the main report appendix. The LID Zone area is intended to provide placement 
guidance for features that infiltrate runoff. LID features may be constructed beyond the extents of the LID 
Zone, but it is recommended other LID features, such as those intended to retain or store runoff, be 
considered for these areas.  

Rather than the 50-yr storm event applied to the LID infiltrators within the City’s right-of-way, the more 
typical 2-year storm event was used for these infiltrator hydrographs. Consistent with the Phase II 
Municipal Separate Storm Water Sewer System (MS4) Permit, the Humboldt County LID Design manual 
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requires that LID features be designed for different storm events dependent upon the project type. The 
largest storm event (2-year, 24-hour) for LID design was applied to the potential LID infiltrators.  

Runoff was assigned to infiltrate over the same area as the septic systems, thereby providing a 
conservative scenario in which groundwater levels would increase the most. Hydrographs generated 
during the original groundwater modeling efforts (discussed in the main report) for the 2-year storm event 
were used to determine the amount of runoff to apply to the infiltrators. A percentage, based on 
contributing area, of the subwatershed hydrographs was uniformly-distributed over the 24-hour storm to 
an infiltrator based on the contributing area. A uniform distribution of the runoff was considered more 
representative of these infiltrators, which attenuate peak flows.   

5. Model Results 

The calibrated groundwater model was first used to calculate a base condition that represents the 
subsurface hydrogeologic conditions during a rainy/wet period as the stormwater system exists today. 
The groundwater model output results from this scenario were used to compare potential future LID 
scenarios. Results are presented and discussed in the following sections.  

5.1 Scenario 1  

The groundwater elevation results for Scenario 1 suggest that maximum groundwater elevations for the 
Trinity and Ocean infiltrators is approximately 170 ft and 175 ft, respectively. These elevations occur in 
the center of the infiltrators (Figure C1 in Appendix C). Groundwater levels appear to be largely 
unaffected by the infiltrators approximately 30 feet away from the infiltrators, where groundwater 
elevations are approximately 150 ft. The results of this scenario are consistent with the design and 
previous modeling expectations and are now part of the base conditions.  

5.2 Scenario 2  

Negligible differences were observed between Scenario 1 and Scenario 2 for groundwater elevations 
around the Trinity and Ocean infiltrators (Figures C2 and C3 in Appendix C). This result was anticipated 
because infiltrator hydrographs for the two scenarios were approximately the same. Among the four new 
infiltrators, the East infiltrator showed the greatest increase in groundwater elevations. At the center of 
the infiltrator, the maximum change in groundwater elevation was 19 feet. Groundwater elevations 
increased from 152 ft to 171 ft. It should be noted that this increase only occurs directly below the 
infiltrator and the effect of increased groundwater elevations quickly dissipates with horizontal distance 
away from the infiltration.  At approximately 22 feet from the infiltrator, groundwater elevations returned 
to those of the base scenario. This result is consistent with previously modeled infiltrators. The locations 
of predicted increase in groundwater levels are evaluated for potential conflicts with potential septic 
systems. There were no septic system conflicts found.  Results for all four infiltrators introduced for 
Scenario 2 are shown in Table 7.  
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Table 7. Summary of groundwater model results for Scenario 2 compared to 
Scenario 1. 

Infiltrator  

Maximum 
Groundwater 
Elevation (ft) 

Maximum Change 
in Groundwater 

Elevation (ft) 

Distance to 
No Change 

(ft) 
East 171 19 22 
Rain Garden 168 15 20 
Hector 165 11 23 

Because the primary point of interest is groundwater elevations with respect to septic systems for this 
analysis, only infiltrators that result in a change in groundwater elevation near a septic system are 
evaluated for potential septic-groundwater interaction. The East infiltrator is the only infiltrator that meets 
this criterion for Scenario 2 (Figure 2). Figure 2 shows only the East infiltrator (solid blue rectangle) and 
surrounding septic systems (black polygons). Surrounding the infiltrator, the blue lines represent the 10-ft 
contour lines of groundwater elevation. Although the contour lines overlap with the septic system (shown 
by the black lines) the infiltrator contours do not interact with the septic contours.  

 

Figure 2. East infiltrator results in the groundwater model graphical user interface.  

The minimum difference in elevation between the groundwater level and surface is approximately 18 feet 
where the septic system and change in groundwater elevation overlap. Typical septic system trenches 
are installed around three to four feet deep below grade surface (bgs), and the county requires a 
minimum three-foot separation between septic systems and groundwater elevation. Thus, a minimum 
difference of seven feet is assumed a sufficient difference in elevation between the groundwater 
elevation and a septic system and we have approximately 11 feet of separation.  

5.3 Scenario 3  

As anticipated, results for the infiltrators introduced in the previous scenarios remained approximately 
the same as those of the previous results. Results for the infiltrators introduced in Scenario 3 are shown 

Infiltrator 

Septic Contours 
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in Figures 4 and 5 of Appendix C and summarized in Table 8. No changes in groundwater elevations 
were observed near a septic system.  

Table 8. Summary of groundwater model results for Scenario 3 compared to 
Scenario 1. 

Infiltrator  

Maximum 
Groundwater 
Elevation (ft) 

Maximum Change 
in Groundwater 

Elevation (ft) 
Distance to No 

Change (ft) 
Underwood  168 14 23 
HSU 102 12 24 
Parking Lot 34 12 140 

5.4 Scenario 4 

Although additional LID features and septic systems were included within each of the Parcels with 
Potential for Development (shown in Figure A3 of Appendix A), a difference was only observed in a 
single area (shown in Figure C7 of Appendix C). This location is an undeveloped parcel on in the Mill 
Creek drainage, near Stagecoach Dr. The increase in groundwater level is due to the assumed septic 
loading applied to the parcel. Due to the large parcel size and the potential to develop more dwelling 
units, septic loading rates were greater for this area. Changes in groundwater levels did not exceed four 
feet, which occurs in the center of the septic system. The septic leach field location within the parcel was 
assumed and any future development would need to follow City and County guidelines for siting the 
leach field. The position of the leach field in this analysis does not imply that septic sizing and location 
procedures are necessarily appropriate for future development. No other changes in groundwater levels 
were observed for the new buildout features. These results were anticipated because the new buildout 
features were designed to accommodate septic loading rates and the two-year storm event, rather than 
the 50-year storm event that the City infiltrators were designed to capture.  

5.5 Maximum Recharge 

In addition to the above four scenarios, an additional model run was evaluated. As discussed in the 
Groundwater Model Technical Report, September 2013, recharge is applied to all model cells to 
represent infiltration in any permeable areas. The purpose of the additional model run was to explore the 
worst-case scenario in the context of groundwater levels. That is, the scenario in which the maximum 
stormwater runoff is infiltrated into the groundwater model thus increasing groundwater levels and 
decreasing the vertical distance between groundwater levels and septic systems. Essentially we wanted 
to confirm that the model could show there is a limit to how much stormwater should be infiltrated. 
Numerous scenarios could be explored for determining the maximum groundwater levels. For this 
evaluation, the worst-case scenario was assumed to be the scenario in which all precipitation that did not 
enter the groundwater model via infiltrators was distributed and infiltrated across the pervious areas of 
the model. This volume of water was captured in the model recharge. The recharge volume was 
determined on a sub-watershed scale and proportionally distributed based on the recharge zones shown 
in Figure E-4 of the Trinidad ASBS Stormwater Project Groundwater Model Technical Report (GHD 
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2013). .For the area north of Van Wycke St. in CT9, all precipitation was conservatively assumed to be 
converted to recharge.  

As expected, applying the maximum recharge to the model resulted in groundwater levels that exceeded 
the ground surface, which suggests that the subsurface is fully saturated. Saturation was anticipated 
because this scenario assumes that all rainfall that lands within the watershed is captured and infiltrated. 
Because saturation was reached, the model was not able to infiltrate all of the rainfall runoff. For the first 
three scenarios, the storm event lasted approximately 36 hours. For maximum recharge scenario the 
model could not proceed after approximately five hours. The results of this simulation indicate that it is 
not feasible or desirable to capture and infiltrate all stormwater. It also reinforces our understanding that 
future LID design features should include detention elements.  

6. Conclusions 

The results of this groundwater model analysis and a geotechnical analysis of slope stability indicate that 
the proposed LID features included in Scenarios 2 and 3 will not result in groundwater levels that exceed 
proximity requirements with respect to septic systems and that the groundwater elevations near the 
bluffs are not changed. The minimum vertical distance between groundwater and a septic system is 18 
feet, sufficiently greater than the minimum requirement of seven feet. When the maximum possible 
modeled recharge is included in the model the model failed to run to completion because the simulated 
groundwater elevations exceed the ground surface. It should be noted that the maximum possible 
recharge included 100% of all precipitation falling within a watershed, with no runoff. These results show 
that infiltrating all stormwater runoff is not feasible or desirable with the current capacity of existing 
stormwater detention systems.  

The evaluation of the future full buildout of all parcels (Scenario 4) indicate that groundwater levels do 
not exceed proximity requirements with respect to septic systems and that the groundwater elevations 
near the bluffs are essentially not changed.  The groundwater model has proved a useful tool to 
understand the impacts on the groundwater system from specific proposed LID/BMPs.  

 

References  

GHD 2013. Report for Trinidad ASBS Stormwater Project Groundwater Model Technical Report 

Gupta, S. 2008. Hydrology and Hydraulic Systems, 3rd Ed. Waveland Press.  

County of Humboldt. 2016. Humboldt Low Impact Development Stormwater Manual v2.0.  

City of Santa Rosa. 2012. City of Santa Rosa LID Technical Design Manual, Revision 2.  

  



 
 
 

Trinidad OPC LID Project Groundwater Modeling  18 

Appendix A: Project Maps 
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Appendix B: Infiltrator Hydrographs Developed using Green-Ampt 

  



 

Figure 1. Scenario 1, Trinity Infiltrator. 

 

Figure 2. Scenario 1, Ocean Infiltrator. 
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Figure 3. Scenario 2, Trinity Infiltrator.  

 

Figure 4. Scenario 2, Ocean Infiltrator. 
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Figure 5. Scenario 2, East Infiltrator. 

 

Figure 6. Scenario 2, Hector Infiltrator. 
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Figure 7. Scenario 2, Rain Garden Infiltrator. 

 

Figure 8. Scenario 3, Trinity Infiltrator. 
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Figure 9. Scenario 3, Ocean Infiltrator. 

 

Figure 10. Scenario 3, East Infiltrator. 
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Figure 11. Scenario 3, Hector Infiltrator. 

 

Figure 12. Scenario 3, Rain Garden Infiltrator. 
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Figure 13. Scenario 3, Underwood Infiltrator. 

 

Figure 14. Scenario 3, Ewing Infiltrator. 
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Figure 15. Scenario 3, Edward 1 Infiltrator. 

 

Figure 16. Scenario 3, Edward 2 Infiltrator. 
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Figure 17. Scenario 3, Parking Lot Infiltrator. 
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Appendix C: Groundwater Modelling Results  
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Appendix D: Groundwater Monitoring Data 
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Figure D-1 Combined Groundwater Monitoring Results with Rainfall 

Figure D-2 MW-1 Groundwater Monitoring Results with Rainfall 



 
FigureD-3 MW-2 Groundwater Monitoring Results with Rainfall 
 

 
Figure D-4 MW-3 Groundwater Monitoring Results with Rainfall 



 
Figure D-5. MW-4 Groundwater Monitoring Results with Rainfall 
 

 
Figure D-6. MW-5 Groundwater Monitoring Results with Rainfall 



 
Figure D-7. MW-6 Groundwater Monitoring Results with Rainfall 
 

 
Figure D-8. MW-7 Groundwater Monitoring Results with Rainfall 



 
Figure D-9. MW-8 Groundwater Monitoring Results with Rainfall 

 
Figure D-10. MW-9 Groundwater Monitoring Results with Rainfall 



 
Figure D-11. Groundwater levels during pre-construction precipitation event (1/16/18-

1/27/18) at MW-1. 

 
Figure 12. Groundwater levels during post-construction precipitation event (1/9/19-

1/20/19) at MW-1. 



 
Figure D-13. Groundwater levels during pre-construction precipitation event (1/16/18-

1/27/18) at MW-2. 

 
Figure D-14. Groundwater levels during post-construction precipitation event (1/9/19-

1/20/19) at MW-2. 



 
Figure D-15. Groundwater levels during pre-construction precipitation event (1/16/18-

1/27/18) at MW-5. 

 
Figure D-16. Groundwater levels during post-construction precipitation event (1/9/19-

1/20/19) at MW-5. 



 
Figure D-17. Groundwater levels during pre-construction precipitation event (1/16/18-

1/27/18) at MW-9. 

 
Figure D-18. Groundwater levels during post-construction precipitation event (1/9/19-

1/20/19) at MW-9. 
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 Appendix E: Slope Stability Analysis Memorandum 

  



 

GHD 
4080 Plaza Goldorado Circle Suite B Cameron Park California 95682 USA 
T 530 677 5515  W www.ghd.com 

January 23, 2019 

To: Patrick Sullivan, PE Ref. No.: 11136537 
    

From: Chris Trumbull, PE, GE, D.GE Tel: 530-387-5683 

CC: Steve Allen, PE   

Subject: Trinidad ASBS Stormwater Project – Slope Stability Analysis 

1. Introduction 

This slope stability analysis was performed to evaluate if the change in groundwater surface due to the 
implementation of the proposed LID features would adversely affect the bluff stability in the project area. 

Slope stability analyses uses factors of safety (FS) to evaluate the potential instability of a slope.  The 
components of a FS the driving forces and moments versus the resisting forces and moments.  The 
moments are determined using the surface geometry, subsurface stratigraphy, soil strength, and 
groundwater levels. 

𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹 =
∑𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅
∑𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝑅𝑅𝐷𝐷𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 

 

When the driving moments equal the resisting moments, the factor of safety is unity.  Unity is considered a 
metastable condition, where the slope is balanced between stability and movement.  A FS less than unity 
would imply an unstable slope and an FS over unity would imply a stable slope.   

2. Available Field Investigations 

The available field data included: 

• Drilling and geophysical data from GHD 

• Borings logs from SHN at the lighthouse 

3. Site and Subsurface Conditions 

The site generally consists of marine terrace deposits overlying weathered Franciscan formation siltstone.  
The terrace deposits consist of sand, silty sand and some gravel.  The results of the groundwater modeling 
effort by GHD were considered.  

http://www.ghd.com/


 
 
 

Trinidad Stability.docx 2 

4. Stability Analysis 

4.1 Approach 

Since the bluff at the lighthouse, denoted at Section G-G’, was the steepest in the groundwater modeling 
effort and the stability of this slope has been recently investigated, the topography here was used as the 
critical ground surface.  In addition, the stratigraphy model from Section G-G’ from the groundwater modeling 
effort was used. The FS for the long-term buildout groundwater levels was also determined for comparison to 
the existing condition. 

Slope stability analyses were performed using the GeoStudio 2012 software, version 8.15.3. Spencer’s 
Method of Slices was used, which satisfies force and moment equilibrium. The entry-exit search routing was 
used. 

4.2 Material Parameters 
Table 4.1 Soil Parameters for Stability Analysis 
Material γT (pcf) φ (deg) c (psf) 
Terrace Deposits 115 32 200 
Bedrock 120 38 200 

4.3 Phreatic Surface 

The groundwater surface from the results of the GHD groundwater modeling effort were used for existing 
and buildout conditions. 

4.4 Stability Analysis Results 

The results of the slope stability analysis for existing conditions indicated that the FS was 1.03.  When 
introducing the increased groundwater surface after full LID buildout, the FS was 1.02.  A graphical 
representation of the results of the existing conditions is presented below; the green hatched area represents 
the critical failure surface.  For sensitivity, the material parameters were increased along with the comparison 
to existing versus buildout, and a change in FS of -0.01 was also realized.   



 
 
 

Trinidad Stability.docx 3 

 

5. Closing 

Comparing the existing groundwater level to the buildout resulted in a reduction in FS of 0.01.  That 
difference is small; so small that it would be considered no change.  Therefore, the rise in the groundwater 
levels from TR-Base to Buildout do not adversely affect the slope stability of the bluff at Section G-G’.  Since 
G-G’ is expected to be the worst case, the other sections/slopes likely have a similar result.   
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Appendix F: Excerpts from the Humboldt LID Stormwater Manual and 
the City of Santa Rosa LID Technical Design Manual 
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