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Posted:  Friday, November 20, 2020 
   

NOTICE AND CALL OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
TRINIDAD CITY COUNCIL 

 
The Trinidad City Council will hold a special meeting on  

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2020, at 5:00 PM  
 

THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD VIA WEBEX VIDEOCONFERENCE 
 
In accordance with Executive Order N-29-20 this meeting will be held via videoconference, and will be hosted on the Cisco 
Webex Platform. Learn more about Webex here: https://www.webex.com/ 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Public comment may be submitted via email in advance of the meeting, or in an orderly process during 
the conference.  If you do not have access to email and you would like to provide a written statement, please deliver your 
comment to 409 Trinity Street, Trinidad CA, by 2:00pm on the meeting day.   
 
Email public comments to cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov  Your comments will be included in the public record for the meeting, and 
will be accepted at any time during the meeting. 
 
HOW TO PARTICIPATE:  The City will publish a direct link to the conference, along with the participant code, on the City 
Calendar page online at http://trinidad.ca.gov/calendar 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
IV. ITEMS FROM THE FLOOR 

At this time, members of the public may comment on items NOT appearing on the agenda. Individual comments will be limited to 3 
minutes or less.  Comments should be directed to the Council as a whole and not to individual Council Members or staff.  Council 
and staff responses will be minimal for non-agenda items.   

 
V. CONSENT AGENDA  - No consent items 

All matters on the Consent Agenda are considered routine by the City Council and are enacted in one motion. There is no separate 
discussion of any of these items. If discussion is requested by any Council member, that item is removed from the Consent Calendar 
and considered separately. A single opportunity for public comment on the Consent Agenda is available to the public.   

 
IX. DISCUSSION/ACTION AGENDA ITEMS 
1. Review/Consider COVID-19 Infection Rates and potential further responses.  Items to consider: (1) Update 

on Federal, State and County of Humboldt Health Orders/Directives; (2) Options for Implementation of 
State and County of Humboldt Health Officer Orders; and (3) Potential for Special Meeting and Urgency 
Ordinance Adoption if warranted.  

2. Review Revised Government to Government Consultation Policy (Indian Tribes) and Consider Approval.  
3. Review request for meeting/consultation from Tsurai Ancestral Society and Consider Committee 

Appointment to Facilitate Meeting 
 

VI. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

https://www.webex.com/
mailto:cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov
http://trinidad.ca.gov/calendar
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City of Trinidad Tribal Consultation Policy 
(Government to Government Consultations) 

I. Introduction 

The purpose of this policy is to ensure effective government-to-government consultation 
between the City of Trinidad, a California incorporated city and local government (“City”), and 
Indian tribes regarding the development of policies, programs, projects, plans, property 
decisions, and activities (collectively, “Activities”) that may affect tribes and their community 
interests.  The goal is to promote discussion and consideration of the views of tribes in order to 
resolve the concerns of as many parties as possible, while at the same time recognizing the City’s 
commitment to transparent government an obligations to comply with the Ralph M. Brown Act 
(California Government Code Section 54950 et seq. (the “Brown Act”)). 

II. Definitions 

For purposes of this policy, the following definitions shall apply: 

Tribe: Refers to a California Indian tribe. 

Federally Recognized Tribe: A tribal entity that is recognized as having a government-
to-government relationship with the United States; these entities are listed on the Federal 
Register and the current list is posted on the California Governor’s Office of the Tribal 
Advisor’s website, as the same may be amended from time to time 
(https://tribalaffairs.ca.gov/tribal-information/).  

Non-Federally Recognized Indian Tribe: Those tribes that are not federally recognized 
and are on the list maintained by the Native American Heritage Commission (“NAHC”), 
as the same may be amended from time to time (https://nahc.ca.gov).  

California Indian Tribe: Refers to a federally-recognized California Indian Tribe, as 
listed in the Federal Register.  Only in situations involving cultural resources will a non-
federally recognized California Native American that is on the list maintained by the 
NAHC be included in this definition.  The NAHC will provide a list of non-federally 
recognized California Native American Tribes for each instance. 

Tribal Sovereignty: Refers to the unique political status of federally-recognized Indian 
tribes.  Federally-recognized Indian tribes exercise certain jurisdiction and governmental 
powers over activities and tribal members within their respective territories.  Some of 
these powers are inherent, and some have been delegated by the United States.  Existing 
limitations on tribal sovereignty are defined through acts of Congress, treaties and federal 
court decisions. 

https://tribalaffairs.ca.gov/tribal-information/
https://nahc.ca.gov/
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III. Process to Facilitate Government to Government Consultations 

The City will seek to identify California Indian tribes that may be affected by City 
sponsored Activities, and to consult with the affected tribes at a time that allows a reasonable 
opportunity for tribes to comment and participate.  The City will develop a contact list for all 
federally recognized tribes and known non-federally recognized tribes with interests on/within 
the City’s jurisdiction. Where the City anticipates an action or City sponsored Activities 
will/may affect tribes, the City will seek to disseminate public documents, notices, and 
information relevant to its Activities to affected tribes.  Notices will be designed to include 
sufficient detail of the topic to be discussed to allow tribal leaders an opportunity to fully engage. 
The City will identify agency staff, including decision-makers, associated with the Activities in 
question, who can ensure that tribal concerns will be considered. 

The City will seek to conduct meetings, outreach, and workshops at times and locations 
that facilitate tribal participation.  The City will request information from tribes when conducting 
research or studies that pertain to or could affect tribal lands or cultural resources.  Pursuant to 
California Government Code § 65352.4 and applicable law, the City will engage in “government 
to government” consultation where appropriate and as required by law.  Government Code § 
65352.4 defines consultation as, “[the] meaningful and timely process of seeking, discussing, and 
considering carefully the views of others, in a manner that is cognizant of all parties' cultural 
values and, where feasible, seeking agreement.  Consultation between government agencies and 
Native American tribes shall be conducted in a way that is mutually respectful of each party's 
sovereignty.  Consultation shall also recognize the tribes' potential needs for confidentiality with 
respect to places that have traditional tribal cultural significance.” Effective consultation is 
recognized as an ongoing process, not a single event.  The consultation process should focus on 
identifying issues of concern to tribes pertinent to the cultural place(s) at issue, including cultural 
values, religious beliefs, traditional practices, and laws protecting California Native American 
cultural sites, and defining the full range of acceptable ways in which a local government can 
accommodate tribal concerns.  

A. City Manager/City Planner as Tribal Liaison for Confidential Matters 

The City receives, from time to time, requests to consult from tribes to discuss various 
matters, some of which are policy oriented and some of which pertain to site specific concerns 
regarding sensitive tribal cultural resources and tribal access to public property for ceremonial 
purposes.  In accord with California Public Resources Code § 21080.3.1, prior to the release of 
any negative declaration, mitigated negative declaration, or environmental impact report for a 
project within the City and/or for which the City serves as lead agency under the CEQA, the City 
shall follow the procedures and protocols established by Public Resources Code Sections 
21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 to facilitate effective government to government consultation with 
affected tribes and mitigate against potential disturbance of culturally significant resources.  The 
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City Manager and City Planner shall act in the capacity as a tribal liaison during the course of 
any such consultation, and shall ensure these discussions remain confidential to the extent 
required by applicable law.  

B. City Council or Committee Appointment for Review of Non-Confidential 
Subject Matter  

Where a tribe requests to meet with the City Council to address issues of public concern, 
the tribe will be advised of the Council’s obligation to comply with the Brown Act.  Where tribe 
requests to meet with the Council to discuss issues of general public concern, not subject to the 
confidentiality provisions regarding sensitive tribal cultural resources and tribal access to public 
property for ceremonial purposes (which inquiries shall be directed to the City Manager and City 
Planner as noted in Section III.A., above), the City Council, in its discretion, will either: (i) place 
the public concern item on a regular meeting agenda of the full Council; or (ii) place on its 
agenda the formation of an Ad Hoc Committee or Standing Committee of the Council to 
facilitate the requested consultation.  If an Ad Hoc Committee or Standing Committee is formed 
to facilitate the consultation, the meeting or meetings of the Committee shall be scheduled by a 
publicly noticed agenda and conducted in an open forum in compliance with the Brown Act.    

IV. California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) Consultation Protocol 

 In accord with California Public Resources Code § 21080.3.1, prior to the release of any  
negative declaration, mitigated negative declaration, or environmental impact report for a project 
within the City and/or for which the City serves as lead agency under the CEQA, the City shall 
follow the procedures and protocols established by Sections 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 to facilitate 
effective government to government consultation with affected tribes and mitigate against 
potential disturbance of culturally significant resources.  The City Manager and City Planner 
shall oversee administration of this policy and shall facilitate government to government 
consultation in compliance with CEQA and Section III.A., above. 

V. Disclaimers 

This policy is intended solely for the guidance of employees of the City, Council 
Members, Committees and Commissions.  It is not intended, and should not be construed, to 
define the legal relationship between the City and any California Indian tribes, federally 
recognized tribes or non-federally recognized tribes.  This policy is not intended to replace or 
supplant obligations mandated by federal or California law.  The policy provides general 
guidance for improving City consultation, communication and collaboration with tribes to the 
extent that a conflict does not exist with applicable law or regulations.  This policy is not 
intended as a regulation, or to create, expand, limit, waive, or interpret any legal rights or 
obligations of the City. 
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