
11/9/2020 
 
To: Trinidad City Council 
From: Kathleen Lake 
Re: Public Comments: Items from the Floor Comments for the 11/10/2020 City Council Meeting 
 
1) Parking Restrictions on Edwards: Follow the law.  
The City has obstructed the fundamental right of the public to appeal this decision of restricted 
parking for over two years. Open the parking on Edwards or apply for the appropriate CDP 
permits and allow the public appeal process. Multiple requests have been made over more 
than two years time by the public to the City Manager, City Council, and the City Planner, City 
Planning Commission. We have requested that the city correct this problem and apply for the 
CDP permits and provide a public avenue for appeal. The City has refused to agendize after 
“the fact” CDP.  Further it appears that this project may have been granted primarily for the 
property and business owner across the street, to restrict parking and provide them with 
improved views.  
 

On 6/14/2018, the City Council determined, against the judgement of the City Manager 
Dan Berman, to restrict parking on Edwards. City Manager Berman stated that this 
action “would need a CDP”, however, the City Planner Trever Parker, stated that “the 
city has the right to regulate parking and traffic concerns”. This advice from the City 
Planner was incorrect and the City Council then illegally moved to change and restrict 
the parking, without the necessary CDP. 

 
On 8/26/2019 a letter from the Coastal Commission regarding the “changes to the 
parking areas” on Edwards constitutes a change in the intensity of use and requires a 
CDP. The city has made no recognition or correction of this issue for over two years. 
This is an obstruction of the public process and public’s fundamental right to appeal this 
illegal action. Public written comments for this meeting are not available online, however 
mention is made in the minutes of written comments by both myself and Kim Tays that 
were not included in the minutes with this meeting. Mike Morgan, (property owner who 
requested the parking restriction) stated “I’m not concerned with the Coastal 
Commission, or the BS comments made by Kim Tays”. 

 
On the City website document library the Parking Restrictions Ordinance 2018-01 was 
not found. However an ordinance by the same title of 2018-01 was found under a 
different name “Dogs on Trinidad Head.  There is a different ordinance regarding dogs 
that has the same number? 2018-01? 

 
From the City Website 
https://trinidad.ca.gov/sites/trinidad.ca.gov/files/library/06-14-18%20scc%20packet%20-
%20revised.pdf CC Meeting Packet states Ordinance 2018-01 “Parking Restrictions on 
Edwards”  

 

https://trinidad.ca.gov/sites/trinidad.ca.gov/files/library/06-14-18%20scc%20packet%20-%20revised.pdf
https://trinidad.ca.gov/sites/trinidad.ca.gov/files/library/06-14-18%20scc%20packet%20-%20revised.pdf


https://trinidad.ca.gov/sites/trinidad.ca.gov/files/library/2018-01.pdf  
Dogs on Trinidad Head? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://trinidad.ca.gov/sites/trinidad.ca.gov/files/library/2018-01.pdf


 
 
 
https://trinidad.ca.gov/sites/trinidad.ca.gov/files/library/2018-01.pdf

 
 
2)  Brown Act: Public Comments Regarding the Closed Session Agenda.  
Include PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING CLOSED SESSION AGENDA ITEMS 
 

“Agendas must reflect the permitted matters to be held in closed session, and the 
legislative body must first meet in open session before convening in closed session; 
public comment should also be allowed on the closed session 
agenda.”https://www.f3law.com/downloads/FFF_Brown-Act_8.pdf 

 
With respect to public comment at meetings subject to the Brown Act, the Act provides that 
“[e]very agenda for regular meetings shall provide an opportunity for members of the public to 

https://trinidad.ca.gov/sites/trinidad.ca.gov/files/library/2018-01.pdf*
https://trinidad.ca.gov/sites/trinidad.ca.gov/files/library/2018-01.pdf*
https://www.f3law.com/downloads/FFF_Brown-Act_8.pdf


directly address the legislative body on any item of interest to the public, before or during the 
legislative body’s consideration of the item, that is during the legislative body’s consideration of 
the item, that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body.”  Govt. Code Section 
54954.3 .  

 
The public comments have been removed (omitted) entirely from the City Council 
Agenda for Closed Session. The public has the right to make comments on Closed 
Session items before or during the City Council consideration, but there is not a place on 
the agenda for the public to make comments. What reason does the City give for this 
change? This must be corrected and the public must be made aware that public 
comments will be taken for all closed session agendas.  Below is a Closed Session 
Agenda from 6/14/18 where the PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING CLOSED SESSION 
AGENDA ITEMS is posted on the agenda. Why was this removed? Please reinstate this 
practice to provide a clear public process.  

 
https://trinidad.ca.gov/sites/trinidad.ca.gov/files/library/06-14-18%20scc%20agenda%20-
%20revised.pdf 

 
Thank you,  
 
Kathleen Lake 
Trinidad Resident 

https://trinidad.ca.gov/sites/trinidad.ca.gov/files/library/06-14-18%20scc%20agenda%20-%20revised.pdf
https://trinidad.ca.gov/sites/trinidad.ca.gov/files/library/06-14-18%20scc%20agenda%20-%20revised.pdf




































”The average dog is a nicer person than the average person.” —Andy Rooney 
 

Brenda Cooper & Ted Pease 
Toad Hall 
446 Mill Creek Lane 
Trinidad, California 95570 
707-677-5222 
 
 

TO: Trinidad City Council 
FR: Ted Pease & Brenda Cooper 
RE: Agenda Item 3: Appeal of Planning Commission Decision on Issuance of 

Coastal Development Permit for Temporary Closure of Van Wycke Trail 
Nov. 8, 2020 
 
As daily Trinidad walkers, we applaud Kim Tays’ appeal of the Planning 
Commission’s decision to close the Van Wycke Trail, and heartily endorse Bryce 
Kenny’s compelling arguments to keep the trail open despite its ongoing slumpage. 
 
We believe that closing the trail “temporarily” is an overreaction to a normal part of 
life on the NorCal coast, a minor inconvenience that regular trail walkers are more 
than accustomed to.  
 
It is true that the middle part of the path has gotten more challenging over the 23 
years that we have walked it, but it is certainly not dangerous nor a public safety 
concern. It provides one of the most attractive and unique views of the Harbor and 
Pier area available — exactly in line with the mandates of the California Coastal Act. 
Obviously, a stroll down the hardtop through the traffic exhaust and noise on 
Edwards is no equivalent, even if you eventually get to the same place. The journey is 
not the same. 
 
Compared to the heroic efforts of the Trinidad Coastal Land Trust on some of the 
important trails it maintains along the shoreline, the deterioration of the Van Wycke 
Trail is minor, and some regular maintenance and stabilizing measures such as Don 
Allan has suggested would go far in improving that stretch. Strangely, despite the 
ongoing conversation about the Van Wycke Trail over years, the city has not 
undertaken even the most minor of maintenance.  
 
We believe that closing the Van Wycke Trail for any longer would be a disservice to 
residents and visitors who enjoy a walk around Trinidad. We urge the city to reopen 
the trail now, and come up with short-term improvements while working on a more 
permanent solution. 
 
Local trail users would be glad to pitch in. Sign us up. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Y U R O K  T R I B E  
190 Klamath Boulevard • Post Office Box 1027 • Klamath, CA 95548 

Phone: (707) 482-1350 • Fax: (707) 482-1377 

 

RESOLUTION  

of  the 

YUROK TRIBAL COUNCIL 

RESOLUTION NO:  20-110 

DATE APPROVED:  October 8, 2020 

SUBJECT: Yurok Tribe Support for the Closure of  the Van Wyke Trail and 
Galindo Trail 

WHEREAS:  The Yurok Tribe is a sovereign nation;  

WHEREAS:  The Yurok Tribe is a federally recognized Tribe; 

WHEREAS: The Yurok Tribal Council is the governing body of  the Yurok Tribe under 
the authority of  the Yurok Constitution of  1993; 

WHEREAS: The Yurok Tribe is eligible for all rights and privileges afforded to federally 
recognized Tribes; 

WHEREAS: As stated in the Yurok Tribe’s Constitution Article I, Section I, the Yurok 
Tribe’s Ancestral Lands of  the Yurok Tribe extend unbroken along the 
Pacific Ocean coast (including usual and customary offshore fishing areas) 
from Damnation Creek, its northern boundary, to the southern boundary of  
the Little River drainage basin, and unbroken along the Klamath River, 
including both sides and its bed, from its mouth upstream to and including 
the Bluff  Creek drainage basin; 

WHEREAS: As stated in the Yurok Tribe’s Constitution Article III, Section 2, the Orick 
District includes all Ancestral Lands located downriver on the Klamath River 
from the Pecwan District and south of  the center line of  the Klamath River. 
Included within the District are the ancestral villages of  Turip, Wohkel, 
Otwego, Wetlkwau, Osegen, Espau, Sikwets, Orek, Tsahpekw, Hergwer, 
Tsotskwi, Pa’ar, Oslokw, Keihkem, Ma’ats, Opyuweg, Tsurau (Tsurai), Sumeg 
and Metskwo; 

WHEREAS: The Village of  Tsurai is home to many members of  the Yurok Tribe who are 
also specifically from the Tsurai Village and holds many Yurok cultural 
resources, sacred items, and burials; 
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WHEREAS: The City of  Trinidad, the Van Wyke Trail, and the Galindo Trail are located 
within the Village of  Tsurai’s boundaries;  

WHEREAS: The use, development, and repair of  the Van Wyke Trail and Galindo Trail 
put Yurok cultural resources, sacred items, and burials at risk of  being 
damaged or stolen; and 

WHEREAS: The use, development, and repair of  utilities and drainage systems in and 
near the Van Wyke Trail and Galindo Trail may put Yurok cultural resources, 
sacred items, and burials at risk of  being damaged or stolen. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the use, development, and repair of  the Van 
Wyke Trail and Galindo Trail will harm Yurok cultural resources, sacred 
items, and burials and have a harmful impact to the Yurok Tribe, the Tsurai 
Village, and Yurok cultural lifeways. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Yurok Tribe supports the closure of  the Van Wyke 
Trail and Galindo Trail to ensure the protection of  Yurok cultural resources, 
sacred items, and burials.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the use, development, and repair of  utilities and 
drainage systems in and near the Van Wyke Trail and Galindo Trail may harm 
Yurok cultural resources, sacred items, and burials and have a harmful impact 
to the Yurok Tribe, the Tsurai Village, and Yurok cultural lifeways. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Yurok Tribe requests the City of  Trinidad consult 
with the Yurok Tribe early and often before planning, conducting, and 
completing any ground disturbance, construction, or repair work in and near 
the Van Wyke Trail and Galindo Trail. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That nothing in this resolution shall be construed as a waiver 
of  the Yurok Tribe’s sovereign immunity.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Chairperson is hereby authorized to sign this 
resolution and to negotiate all matters pertaining hereto and that the Council 
Secretary is authorized to attest. 
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C*E*R*T*I*F*I*C*A*T*I*O*N 

This is to certify that this Resolution Number 20-110 was approved at a duly called meeting of  the 
Yurok Tribal Council on October 8, 2020, at which a quorum was present and that this Resolution 
Number 20-110 was adopted by consensus in accordance with Tribal tradition and Article V, Section 
6 of  the Constitution of  the Yurok Tribe. This Resolution Number 20-110 has not been rescinded 
or amended in any way. 

DATED THIS 8th DAY OF OCTOBER, 2020 

 

Joseph L. James, Chairman 

Yurok Tribal Council 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

Sherri K. Provolt, Secretary 

Yurok Tribal Council 







11/9/2020 
 
To: Trinidad City Council  
From: Kathleen Lake 
Re: City Council Agenda Item 3/Support of the Appeal by Kim Tays: Closure of the Van Wycke 
Trail 
 
I fully support the CDP appeal regarding the closure of the Van Wycke Trail by Kim Tays. In 
addition I would like to publicly thank Kim for the work that she has done to protect and 
advocate for coastal access in California over many years now. The Van Wycke trail should 
remain open and be repaired.  
 
I walked the trail today without trouble. I did not “scramble” or require anything other than my 
own two feet to navigate the dip. I was concerned today about the large amount of brush and 
debris that has been allowed to be dumped alongside and across the trail, old tomato vines and 
other yard waste/debris thrown there was difficult to navigate, and appeared to possibly have 
been dumped by adjacent property owners who do not want people walking the trail? Who is 
responsible for this? This brush was more of an impairment to walking the trail than the trail 
itself. Has the trail closure now allowed this beautiful public space to become a debris site?  
 
In addition, as I have previously stated, I do not support the CALTRANS connectivity project as 
proposed by the City of Trinidad as an option to repair the trail. Walking Edwards street is not a 
viable replacement for the Van Wycke trail for many reasons. Primarily the safety issues on 
Edwards with constant and speeding traffic, the narrow roads with large vehicles, including semi 
trucks and large motorhomes is unpleasant. The view experiences are looking at houses and 
not the bay. The experience is unpleasant with the noise and toxic exhaust fumes encountered, 
as vehicles “gun it” up the hill.  
 
The trail is currently easier to walk/navigate than many open trails in the City and the County, 
including many State Park trails. I enjoy the scenery from this trail,  and the distance from the 
noise and traffic on Edwards.  
 
Please see an additional letter of comments from me included with the initial CDP and is 
included as a public record for this project.  
 
Approve the CDP Appeal and OPEN the TRAIL!  
 
Kathleen Lake 
Trinidad Resident 



November 9, 2020 
 
To Trinidad City Councilors, 
 
Many concerned residents and others, all long-time walkers of the Van Wycke Trail, have good 
reasons to not support closing the VWT at this time.  Alternatives have been proposed. 
 
I oppose the Planning Commission decision of August 19, 2020 (close the VWT for 6 months).   
 
I support Kim Tays’ appeal to that decision, dated August 25, 2020 (leave the VWT open, with 
sufficient minor repairs, and discuss longer-term solutions to the VWT problems) 
 
The Staff Report suggests ACTION options that you can choose: 
1)  Deny the appeal and uphold the Planning Commission decision to apply for a Coastal 
Development Permit (CDP) to close the VWT for 6 months.  
 
2)  Uphold the appeal and deny the [CDP] proposal to close the VWT, based on not being able to 
make one or more of the required findings. 

3)  Continue the item in order to request additional information. 

 
The primary reason Staff recommends a Coastal Development Permit (CDP) for closure of the 
trail is concern by the City’s insurance carrier, PARSAC, that the VWT is sufficiently dangerous 
to the public that the City “may not be covered should a claim be made.” (Staff report for this 
agenda item).   
 
PARSAC’s concerns about the VWT are not greatly different from PARSAC’s concerns about 
the Axel Lindgren Trail (ALT).  Both are in disrepair. Both have possible bases for lawsuits 
should someone be hurt.  The degree of danger is subjective, based on a one-day walk-through 
by PARSAC’s representative.  
We, opponents of the CDP closure permit, believe that minor repairs to the VWT at this 
time, achieved by volunteer labor, can narrow the perceived degrees of danger between the 
VWT and ALT sufficiently to achieve PARSAC (temporary) acceptance of a lessened risk 
on the VWT. 
Such a temporary repair would remove an essential “finding” of the Planning Commission 
in its application for a CDP. 
 
Please choose OPTION 2: Uphold the appeal.  
You could continue to post a sign for “USE AT YOUR OWN RISK”. 
And, you could make sufficient repairs to the trail to allay PARSAC concerns. 
 
 
If you choose OPTION 3 (continue this discussion), you could: 
• Continue to post a sign for “USE AT YOUR OWN RISK” and make sufficient repairs to the 
trail to allay PARSAC concerns. 
 
• study more carefully the extensive written support for an appeal of the PC recommendation.  
There has not been enough time for you, volunteer councilors with but a couple of days to absorb 
the extensive replies that have been made. 



 
You could, possibly, set up an ad hoc VWT committee, with 2 councilors and several residents, 
to do an in-depth analysis of the PC documentation, compared to Kim Tays’ detailed appeal and 
Bryce Kenny’s extensive legal analysis.  
 
 
The City needs time to consider proposals for the Van Wycke Trail.  These proposals can be 
studied at the same time that the trail remains open, after minimal repairs for PARSAC’s 
concerns.  Those proposals include: 
 • repair, such as proposed by Steve Madrone, similar to his repair of the early 2000’s. 

 
• A simple trail can be constructed atop a dual I-beam (bridge) ... hand-rails if needed. 
There is already a proposal for a single I-beam that supports utility lines.   
 
• discussions with tribal groups, eliciting more details about their cultural concerns (This 
is not an issue separating people on ethnic lines). 

 
 
The point of everyone’s concern …  
The walk on the Van Wycke bluff trail is joy.  It is an inspirational walk that inspires us to walk. 
 
The walk along Edwards is a barely tolerable means to an end.  It means constant awareness of 
traffic, and a south view of houses. 
 
Van Wycke and Edwards are not “alternate routes” to the beach!   
They are hugely different. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful attention to this message, 
 
Dwight Miller 
Former City Councilor and Mayor 



From: Tom Marquette
To: Trinidad City Clerk
Subject: Temporary Closure of Van Wycke Trail
Date: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 1:12:41 PM

To: Trinidad City Council 
FR: Tom Marquette 
RE: Agenda Item 3: Appeal of Planning Commission Decision on Issuance of
Coastal Development Permit for Temporary Closure of Van Wycke Trail 

Nov. 9, 2020

Dear Council Members: I understand that the Planning Commission made a
decision to close the Van Wycke Trail. I also understand that Kimberly Tays has
submitted an appeal of the closure order. I support Ms. Tays’ appeal and encourage
you to not close the Van Wycke Trail.

As a community member and user of the Van Wycke trail for the last 30 years, I
think closing the trail is a big mistake. Using the trail as apposed to main drag
makes the walk a safer and more pleasant experience. A small repair as suggested
by Bryce Kinney would make it safely passable again without causing erosion or
archeological disturbance. Any possible damage could be mitigated by a qualified
observer during the first hour or less of construction.

As the TVFDs Chief and a one time parent of young children I see the 
trail as a much safer alternative to the street. I hope common sense can rule the day
and the trail will be open for future families and walkers.

Tom Marquette
TVFD Chief
437 View Ave.
Trinidad, CA

mailto:tvfdchief@gmail.com
mailto:cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov


From: Dorothy Cox
To: Eli City Manager; City of Trinidad
Subject: VW trail
Date: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 1:03:16 PM

Dan and I fully support the letter by Bryce Kenny in support of the VW trail. Please add this to the other letters of
support for tonight’s city council mtg.
Dorothy Cox

Sent from my iPad

mailto:crabby2@suddenlink.net
mailto:citymanager@trinidad.ca.gov
mailto:cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov
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