
From: Bryce Kenny
To: Trinidad City Clerk
Subject: Fwd: Signed Petitions
Date: Sunday, October 10, 2021 6:17:58 PM
Attachments: Petition 1.pdf

Petition 2.pdf
Petition 3.pdf
Petition 4.pdf

Hi Gabe,

Please include this as public comment for Item 2 on Tuesday's agenda, with the attached
petitions also appearing.

Dear Mayor and City Council:

After carefully reviewing the proposals from GHD and PWA, I agree with the
recommendations included in the PWA report, with the following additional
recommendations.

1. Begin the process of using the city's right to take water from Mill Creek.  The drought we
are in is the exact kind of "shortage" that the reserved rights were meant to be available for. 
The water can be piped to the treatment plant, in conjunction with any springs that might exist
reasonably close to the route.  If they are outside of the Luffenholtz drainage, taping them
would not decrease the amount of water in that creek.

2. Obtain financial assistance for all Trinidad residents or water customers who are willing to
install rooftop rain catchment systems to reduce the amount of treated water used for
landscape or garden irrigation.

3. Aggressively investigate illegal water diversions in upper Luffenholtz Creek and take all
permissible remedial actions to stop them.

Importantly, the city is on record twice opposing the proposed Rancheria hotel project; once
when it was before the Coastal Commission and once when it was before the Bureau of Indian
Affairs.  HARP has been advancing the city's position in appeals filed in Humboldt County
Superior Court, and the Interior Board of Indian Appeals.  Those efforts will be undercut if the
city now reverses its position and joins the Rancheria in seeking to bring McKinleyville water
north of the Little River.  It is not a foregone conclusion that the Rancheria will be successful
in its bid to bring water up from McKinleyville.

In the unlikely event that it proves necessary to do that at some point in the future, the water
will be there at that time.  The city should not let the Rancheria's business goals, as set forth in
its Master Plan, ie: hotel, triple size casino, gas station etc., drive city policy.  If they would
scale back their plans to fit in with the area, the city might be able to provide the water through
their existing connection. As evidenced by the 80 plus signatures on the attached Petitions, a
probable majority of water customers agree with that idea.

A medical appointment will prevent me from participating in the meeting. Thank you for your
time and attention.
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From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: Water supply]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 2:41 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: Water supply
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:08 pm
To: "'David Leen'" <DavidLeen2011@hotmail.com>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public
record, and will be included in the public comment packet for the
upcoming Council meeting.
 
Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov
 
 
From: David Leen <DavidLeen2011@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 10, 2021 5:23 PM
To: cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: Water supply
 
 I vote Yes for HBMWD for long range water resiliency. I grew up in Trinidad and
my mother owns a house on Mill Creek Lane, She's been a water customer for
many years.
I currently reside in 416 west 4th st, haysville, KS, 67060
 
Thank you,
 
David Leen
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From: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov> 
Subject: [FWD: RE: Important: Vote for HBMWD] 
Date: October 11, 2021 at 2:12:33 PM PDT 
To: "jhakenen@gmail.com" <jhakenen@gmail.com> 
 
 
 
-------- Original Message -------- 
Subject: RE: Important: Vote for HBMWD 
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov> 
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 12:59 pm 
To: "'NORMAN THOMPSON'" <NWDT46@outlook.com> 
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" 
<dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>, 
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus" 
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" 
<sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>, 
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov> 
 
Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public 
record, and will be included in the public comment packet for 
the upcoming Council meeting. 
  
Gabriel Adams 
Trinidad City Clerk 
707.677.0223 
www.trinidad.ca.gov 
  
  
From: NORMAN THOMPSON <NWDT46@outlook.com>  
Sent: Friday, October 08, 2021 8:16 PM 
To: Trinidad City Clerk <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>; Steve Ladwig 
<sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>; Tom Davies 
<tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>; Jack West <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>; 
Dave Grover <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>; Richard Clompus 
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>; Eli Naffah 
<citymanager@trinidad.ca.gov> 
Cc: Dwight Miller <trinidad.miller@gmail.com>; Cheryl Kelly 
<ckelly@trinidad.ca.gov>; Steve Allen <steve.allen@ghd.com>; 
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Russ Gans <rgans@mitchelllawfirm.com>; paula levine 
<puzzpaula@gmail.com>; NORMAN THOMPSON 
<nwthomp@gmail.com>; Ryan DeSmet 
<rdesmet@trinidad.ca.gov> 
Subject: Important: Vote for HBMWD  
  
Dear City Council Members:  
On October 12, 2021, vote YES to connect to Humboldt Bay Municipal 
Water District in order to establish water security for the City of 
Trinidad.  This is the only reasonable solution based on scientific 
evidence and climate experts’ reports regarding our current drought 
trends and the well-researched and fact based reports made by Trinidad's 
Water Advisory Committee and Trinidad’s Water Ad Hoc Committee. 
Thank you in advance for making the right decision for our city’s 
welfare.  
Anita and Norman Thompson 
Trinidad Homeowners and Water Customers  
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From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: Trinidad and the HBMWD]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 2:59 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: Trinidad and the HBMWD
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:34 pm
To: "'Angela Lin'" <renderblue@gmail.com>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public record, and will
be included in the public comment packet for the upcoming Council meeting.

Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Angela Lin <renderblue@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 11, 2021 12:56 AM
To: Trinidad City Clerk <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>; sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov;
tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov; jwest@trinidad.ca.gov; Richard Clompus
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>; dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: Trinidad and the HBMWD

Dear City Council members,

I am in favor of the HBMWD as a source of Trinidad’s future water supply. The
level of drought California is facing has been unprecedented, and I am concerned
about what will happen to Trinidad if Luffenholtz Creek becomes unreliable.

Catchment basins have been proposed to mitigate water shortage.
However they are expensive, and building them on private land may be fraught
with complications.

Future development is a concern, and I love Trinidad's character as it is now.
However, there are more straight-forward ways of curbing growth that do not risk
the future water supply. There is already zoning in effect within city limits, and
septic system limits throughout the greater area.

In Mendocino, a shower now costs $5 in trucked-in water. This is due to
incredible drought conditions, but also due to a lack of contingency planning. I
hope we can look at beautiful Mendo as a cautionary tale, and learn from their
mistake before it is too late.
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Thank you for considering this,
Angela Lin
Owner of 514 Ewing Street



From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: Vote Yes on HBMWD]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 2:07 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: Vote Yes on HBMWD
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 12:56 pm
To: "'Anita gggg'" <anitavacation@att.net>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public
record, and will be included in the public comment packet for the
upcoming Council meeting.
 
Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov
 
 
From: Anita gggg <anitavacation@att.net> 
Sent: Friday, October 08, 2021 7:09 PM
To: Trinidad City Clerk <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Subject: Vote Yes on HBMWD
 
Dear City Council Members:
On October 12, 2021, vote YES to connect to Humboldt Bay Municipal Water
District in order to establish water security for the City of Trinidad. 
This is the only reasonable solution based on: scientific evidence and climate
experts’ reports regarding our current drought trends, the well-researched and fact
based reports made by Trinidad's Water Advisory Committee and Trinidad’s Water
Ad Hoc Committee and independent engineering reports, e.g., Winzler & Kelly
Consulting Engineers’ findings of the City of Trinidad’s 2003 Water Supply
Feasibility Study.
Thank you in advance for making the right decision for our city’s welfare.
Anita and Norman Thompson
Trinidad Homeowners and Water Customers
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From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: water concerns]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 2:44 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: water concerns
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:10 pm
To: "'Bluff House'" <trinidadbluffhouse@gmail.com>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public
record, and will be included in the public comment packet for the
upcoming Council meeting.
 
Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov
 
 
From: Bluff House <trinidadbluffhouse@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 10, 2021 6:00 PM
To: cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: water concerns
 
Dear City of Trinidad government,
 
I own my home in Westhaven, and have lived in Westhaven or the Trinidad
area for almost 50 years. 

I understand that Trinidad is seriously considering allowing a pipeline to be
built from Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District. 
 
Water is a concern for all of us and we all must do our part to both conserve
and take care of our watershed. I know there are local efforts to create
small-impact enhancements to help conserve and keep the water we have
healthy -- the water that comes thanks to heavy rains in winter and feeds
our reservoirs.
 
I conserve water rigorously, and have installed rainwater catchment tanks
to collect rain water to ease the garden watering during summer when
community reserves are low. I have installed low-flow toilets and a drip
system to allow water to seep in a limited way during the dry season, only
to plants like the food garden, and a few perennial flowers instead of
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to plants like the food garden, and a few perennial flowers instead of
watering with a hose. I do not water grass, even though I hate to see what
little I have drying up. 
 
I live on the bluff edge above Camel Rock, and every winter I cope with
water draining down to my property from the freeway and the flat plateau
above me. It causes the privately maintained road that I pay for to wash
out, and saturates the bluff edge, which sluffs off when it gets really wet.
 
I urge the council members to consider the consequences of piping water
as a solution to water issues. Now, we have limits on growth because our
water supply only supports the households that are appropriate to this rural
area. 
 
How will this pipeline be paid for? Is it meant to allow the Rancheria casino
development to expand? Is it to allow more building and development?
What is the real reason such an expensive project might be undertaken?
Who stands to gain from this? I am trying to study the proposed project,
and wanting to understand the potential impact to the community -- both in
expense and potential development expansion. 
 
Please vote no on this radical pipeline project, and help support the local
efforts to conserve and purify the water we have. I'm doing my part at my
own expense. My water share from Westhaven Community Services is
expensive and yet it is appropriate to pay our share to keep the system up
to snuff. 
 
I'll be tuning into your meeting to listen to the discussion and trying to get a
read on who supports and opposes the pipeline project -- and what their
agenda is.
 
We all are affected by the way our greater community handles the
challenges of rural life. I hope we, as neighbors, work together and educate
ourselves to do better in the way we live on this land.
 
Best regards,
 
Beverly Hanly
100 Quail Trail Lane
bevhanly@gmail.com
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From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: Vote Yes for HBMWD connection on Oct 12, 2021]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 2:32 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: Vote Yes for HBMWD connection on Oct 12, 2021
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:05 pm
To: "'Cheryl Kelly'" <cherogo@outlook.com>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public
record, and will be included in the public comment packet for the
upcoming Council meeting.
 
Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov
 
 
From: Cheryl Kelly <cherogo@outlook.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 10, 2021 7:12 AM
To: Trinidad City Clerk <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>;
sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov; tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov; jwest@trinidad.ca.gov;
Richard Clompus <rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>; dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov
Cc: Trinidad City Manager <citymanager@trinidad.ca.gov>
Subject: Vote Yes for HBMWD connection on Oct 12, 2021
 
Trinidad City Council:
 
After reading the latest GHD and PWA reports, reviewing alternate
proposals, and reading the water studies conducted over the last 20 years,
I believe that the most logical solution to mitigate water shortage issues in
Trinidad is to connect to the HBMWD. 
 
Water sourcing is a complex topic, and I could write a very long argument,
but I let me summarize the key points upon which I base my opinion:
 
Problem: Drought conditions are worsening, leading to concerns about the
long-term viability of Luffenholtz creek watershed, and, at the same time,
Trinidad’s water system infrastructure is aging.
 
Solution:  The City of Trinidad needs to both source additional water and
distribute it efficiently.
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distribute it efficiently.
 

Upgrading storage tanks and fixing leaks helps with more efficient
distribution.

 
Additional water source options:
 

Rainwater catchment is a good solution for individual
businesses and residences with enough storage to carry over
for the dry season. However, it requires new infrastructure for
community-wide collection, storage, and distribution.
 
Springwater catchment provides better water quality but is
complex and expensive to implement and extracts water from
the existing watershed.
 
Connection to HBMWD is the simplest solution -- running a
water line from the Rancheria to the City’s water tanks to
supplement the City’s water sourcing in the next decade –
provides a new source for water, enhanced water quality, and
uses existing infrastructure.
 

Grant funding can likely be obtained for all three solutions, and all three
require infrastructure changes that may have environmental impact.
However, running a 6” water line for less than a mile appears to be the least
intrusive option. 
 
Finally, I think the concerns about ‘development’ are the most well-founded
argument against HBMWD hook-up, but these can be mitigated through
implementation of intelligent City and County building code regulations.   I
also like the concept of ‘living within our means’ except that a community
our size can’t be, in reality, independent. Our food, fossil fuels, clothing, and
other supplies are all sourced from outside the community and, in some
cases, from outside the US.  Sourcing water from an adjacent County is our
‘buying local’ option in this case.
 
Thanks for your continued service to our community and please let me
know if you have any questions,
 
Cheryl Kelly
Water Customer, Planning Commissioner, Water Advisory Committee
Member



From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: Misinformation]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 2:26 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: Misinformation
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:00 pm
To: "'Cliff Poulton'" <cliff@poulton.net>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public record, and will
be included in the public comment packet for the upcoming Council meeting.

Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Cliff Poulton <cliff@poulton.net> 
Sent: Saturday, October 09, 2021 10:10 AM
To: Trinidad, City of <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Cc: Macky McCullough <mackymccullough@mcculloughconstructioninc.com>;
Dena McCullough <denamccullough@mcculloughconstructioninc.com>
Subject: Misinformation

Trinidad City Council Members 10/9/21

I wrote a letter yesterday regarding my experience with an off-channel pond
designed to enhance the flow of a creek. 
I stated that “This is exactly the type of project that Steve Madrone has
promoted for the Luffenholtz creek watershed”. Steve wrote to you (and sent me
a copy) that my statement was false and not based on fact. 

At the time I wrote the letter, I believed it to be accurate based on second hand
information I received. I should have talked to Steve before sending out the
letter. 

I apologized to Steve and I herein correct my statement to read:
“Is this exactly the type of project that Steve Madrone has promoted for the
Luffenholtz creek watershed? This is a question for Steve Madrone.” 

Otherwise, I believe my previous letter to be as accurate as I can make it given
the information I have available. 
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Sincerely 

Cliff Poulton



City of Trinidad Council Members       10/8/21 

 

My name is Cliff Poulton. I reside at 811 Underwood St, here in Trinidad. I’m a licensed General 
Engineering and Building Contractor and Lead Estimator for McCullough Construction, Inc. an Arcata 
based Engineering Contractor. I have also held a State D3 Water Distribution Certificate and a T2 Water 
Treatment Certificate as the Public Works Superintendent for the City of Arcata.  

McCullough does a lot of road work and underground utilities projects (among other things) for Caltrans, 
but we also do a lot of stream restoration work. Our expertise in that field, and a recommendation from 
Steve Madrone, led us to a bid invitation for the Marshall Ranch Flow Enhancement Project. We were 
low bid and will become the selected contractor if the project gets funding late this year.  

Designed by Stillwater Services in Berkeley, CA, the project consists of a 15.5 million gallon off-channel 
earthen dammed pond, winter pumping facilities and summer water-cooling systems to deliver 
approximately 50 GPM (.11 CFS) flow augmentation to Redwood Creek (in Southern Humboldt County) 
for the 5 dry months of the year. The pond surface area will be about 3 acres, the overall site needed to 
support the pond and associated facilities is about 16 acres.  

Our bid for this work is $4.3 Million. This does not include engineering design, permitting or solar power 
to run the pumps so the total project cost is about $5.5 Million.  

This is exactly the type of project that Steve Madrone has promoted for the Luffenholtz creek 
watershed.  While the Marshall Ranch property is mostly gently rolling grasslands and hills (near 
Briceland), the Luffenholtz watershed is steeper, more heavily treed and generally less accessible to 
large equipment.  For Trinidad to have adequate water reserves for fire during a dry year, we would 
probably need at least 3 similar systems, and even accounting for economies of scale, probably at a 
higher cost per system due to difficult access and terrain. My total guesstimated cost is over $17 Million. 

This does not include property purchase and/or lease, which would probably add considerably to the 
overall project cost. The city would need to hire specialized staff or contractors to monitor and operate 
the systems, and more importantly, this would be a largely experimental project, with many 
unknowable variables. Costs could be VERY high, or it might not even work very well.  

A pipeline to McKinleyville, while daunting, is a much more typical water supply solution, and would 
therefore be more predictably successful, in a shorter time frame. It would also likely cost a LOT less to 
install, and maintenance and operation would be up to the professionals at HBMWD.  

As the Rancheria is likely to sign a contract with HBMWD for water service, and the waterline therefore 
extended from McKinleyville, the argument that the City of Trinidad would be encouraging development 
along the way is moot. The line will likely go in whether we are a part of it or not.  

Why not take advantage of a cost sharing agreement with the Rancheria and get our portion of the 
dependable HBMWD water line at a reduced cost and ensure the potable and fire protection water 
supply that Trinidad needs into the foreseeable future? 

Sincerely, 

Cliff Poulton   cliff@poulton.net 



From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: Letter in Support of HBMWD Pipeline Extension]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 3:15 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: Letter in Support of HBMWD Pipeline Extension
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:51 pm
To: "'Chris Slay'" <ceslay@gmail.com>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public
record, and will be included in the public comment packet for the
upcoming Council meeting.
 
Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov
 
 
From: Chris Slay <ceslay@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 11, 2021 12:46 PM
To: Steve Ladwig <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>
Cc: cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov; tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov;
jwest@trinidad.ca.gov; rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov; David Grover
<dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>; citymanager@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: Letter in Support of HBMWD Pipeline Extension
 
Dear Mayor Ladwig,
 
Please find attached a letter describing the support of members of our
household for the HBMWD pipeline extension project. To whatever extent
possible, I'd appreciate your consideration of its contents in advance of the
October 12 council meeting. 
 
Thanks,
Christopher Slay
692 Underwood Dr.
 
 

Ladwig Water 
Resilience.pdf
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Christopher Slay 

692 Underwood Drive  

PO Box 449 

Trinidad, CA 95570 

 

October 11, 2021 

 

The Honorable Steve Ladwig, Mayor 

City of Trinidad 

409 Trinity Street 

PO Box 390  

Trinidad, CA 95570 

 

Dear Mayor Ladwig, 

 

I am writing as a citizen of Trinidad, a customer of Trinidad municipal water, and on behalf of 

all family members in our household, to express my concern about the reluctance of you, as 

Mayor, and, historically, of the majority of city councilors, to explore every sustainable option 

for establishing water resilience for the City of Trinidad.  

 

I was especially shocked when, during the August 10 council meeting, you did not explain your 

rationale for voting in opposition to the feasibility study which could eventually permit tying into 

the proposed Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District (HBMWD) pipeline that will, almost 

certainly, be extended to provide a sustainable water source to our neighbors, the Trinidad 

Rancheria. 

 

I will not claim to fully understand the ecological, environmental, or anthropological 

implications of extending a water pipeline to the Rancheria, but because that extension seems to 

be inevitable due to the actions of other stakeholders, those implications need not be the sole 

focus of our city council. Instead, your obligation in this matter is to ensure that we, as Trinidad 

citizens, have water available every time we turn on our faucets. Your inaction on this matter 

does nothing to ensure that.  

 

We moved to Trinidad in July, 2016, from Southern California, where the scarcity of water has 

led to the development of water projects which have caused unfathomable damages to 

ecosystems (e.g. the drainage of Owens Lake, the disruption of ecological communities at the 

Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta and the Colorado River Delta, and many others), to sacred 

sites on Native lands, and to human life (e.g. the collapse of the St. Francis Dam). I do not envy 

any of Southern California’s elected officials who have ever or will ever make decisions about 

water resiliency under that tangled web of implications. In this case, however, your choice seems 

orders of magnitude simpler: a pipeline will be run to a site within a few hundred yards of 

Trinidad’s water treatment plant, and you have to decide whether to connect to it and pay for it. 

If you do not connect to it, we are entirely reliant on a creek which may become ephemeral in my 

lifetime.  

 



Why is there even dissent? It seems like a straightforward choice, and I’m certainly in support of 

that proposal if it’s economically feasible. If our elected officials are not, they owe us – the 

citizens of Trinidad – an explanation for why they are not. Dismissing the issue as having been 

“previously discussed,” as many councilors did during the August 10 meeting, is insulting to 

your constituents and disregards the progress which has been made since the topic was first 

discussed. If a city council member votes no on this proposal, they owe us a robust explanation 

based on all available information.  

 

If the proposal does fail, if Luffenholtz does run dry, and if water does not flow through our 

pipes, the current members of this city council will be entirely responsible. Your names, your 

votes, and your rationale – indelibly recorded in the minutes of the October 12 meeting – will 

describe the role you have elected to play.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Christopher Slay  

 



From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: Message to City Council Members]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 2:34 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: Message to City Council Members
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:06 pm
To: "'Daniel Chandler'" <dwchandl@gmail.com>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public
record, and will be included in the public comment packet for the
upcoming Council meeting.
 
Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov
 
 
From: Daniel Chandler <dwchandl@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 10, 2021 2:53 PM
To: cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: Message to City Council Members
 
Dear Council Members,
I live on the Luffenholtz Creek watershed off of Old Wagon Road. I have a
pond on my property that at the moment leaks a fair amount. However, it
could be repaired and add to the collection of storage ponds Steve
Madrone wrote about (see below). Those ponds plus fixing the leaks in the
water supply seem like a much better option than the pipeline.
 
Thank you for considering my view.
 
Daniel Chandler
 
 
 
Daniel Chandler
436 Old Wagon Road
Trinidad, CA 95570
dwchandl@suddenlink.net
Phone: 707 677 3359
Mobile: 707 601 6127
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Mobile: 707 601 6127

 
 
 
 
*******
 
City of Trinidad Council Members                                                     
October 8, 2021
 
My name is Steve Madrone and I have resided on Fox Farm Road in the
headwaters of Luffenholtz Creek for the past 35 years. I have lived in the
Trinidad area for over 40 years. I have a Masters Degree in Watershed
Management and Wildland Hydrology. My Thesis was on Luffenholtz Creek
and Mill Creek. I know these watersheds like the back of my hand. I
studied the variation in flows and turbidity on the many tributaries. This
work was then turned into a major erosion and sediment control project
throughout the watershed. The work has led to significant reduction in
turbidity for the City’s water supply.
 
As I have stated many times, there are many grant programs to do
groundwater recharge projects. In fact, I have applied for grants from the
NRCS (federal Natural Resources Conservation Service) to do just that on
my property in the headwaters of Luffenholtz Creek. I hope to begin
construction next summer. The projects I am proposing for water storage
will cost the City nothing as they will all be done on cooperating
landowners property. I believe we could build these ponds over the next
several years.
 
The projects I am proposing use gravity flow to fill the recharge ponds
and they are small (50,000 to 250,000 gallons of storage). I am proposing
that we encourage the construction of 25-50 of these small features
throughout the headwaters on private property with cooperating
landowners. I have identified 4 such project sites in my own
neighborhood. There is no energy use to fill them or cool them as they
are in the cool coastal areas and will be surrounded by cooling riparian
vegetation, minimizing evaporation. Due to their small size, location, and
minimal impoundments, and engineering and permitting services provided
by NRCS, the costs for these projects are minimal. These ponds would be
clay lined and would slowly leak over the dry season to add to the base
flow in Luffenholtz Creek.
 
I am a landscape contractor who specializes in large-scale watershed
projects. I employ an approach called “Bio-engineering” rather than
expensive civil engineering. My projects are designed to fit the landscape,
be small in scale and energy-efficient. These small groundwater recharge



be small in scale and energy-efficient. These small groundwater recharge
projects would be gravity flow filled and there are no moving parts to
maintain once installed. I always install two outlet systems for the ponds
so that they have a backup overflow protection to avoid failure. So there
is no need for specialized staff or contractors to monitor the systems. We
have been installing these kinds of small systems in the Mattole River for
the past decade and they have helped improve flows when used in
combination with water conservation, and storage and forbearance. This
is all well documented by Sanctuary Forest in the Mattole.
 
In the case of the HBMWD pipeline, the City would share in maintenance
and operation costs with the Rancheria, and the City’s part of those costs
would be 2-3 times that of the Rancheria based on water use projections.
Furthermore previous engineering studies (2008 and several earlier
studies) have found that the cost of the pipeline, in addition to Operation
and Maintenance costs, and the cost of buying the water from HBMWD
and paying the McKinleyville CSD for “wheeling the water” through their
pipes would be larger than the area customer base can afford. It has been
estimated that monthly water rates would be much greater than
presently. That is why the City engineer recommended in 2008 that the
City would be better served by cleaning up the water supply, fixing leaks
in the system (as much as 40%), and adding more storage.
 
I believe that the City would be better served by doing all the things that
have been recommended for the past 20 years, and adding to that
groundwater recharge, and rainwater collection and storage at the
individual household level.
 
There is much we can do to keep our costs down, improve our water
quality and quantity, and continue to protect a coastal community by
living within our means.
 
Sincerely, 
Steve Madrone
smadrone@co.humboldt.ca.us

mailto:smadrone@co.humboldt.ca.us


From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: HBMWD]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 2:40 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: HBMWD
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:08 pm
To: "'Eric Fishman'" <fishmaneric@hotmail.com>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public
record, and will be included in the public comment packet for the
upcoming Council meeting.
 
Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov
 
 
From: Eric Fishman <fishmaneric@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 10, 2021 5:07 PM
To: Trinidad City Clerk <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Subject: HBMWD
 
Hi Gabe,
 
I hope you’re having a great weekend! I received some notes to send my
opinion about the upcoming decision that the City Council will be making
about the water source for Trinidad. My preference would be for the City
Council to vote against tying into Lake Ruth. Thanks, Eric
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From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: Water Pipeline Issue]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 3:12 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: Water Pipeline Issue
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:50 pm
To: "'Elaine Weinreb'" <elainejw@yahoo.com>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

 
 
From: Elaine Weinreb <elainejw@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 11, 2021 12:00 PM
To: cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: Water Pipeline Issue
 
To the Trinidad City Council:
 
I urge you to vote against the proposed pipeline from HBMWD.  Personally,
I believe it is a bad idea.  It will invite development, and once that door is
open, it is impossible to slam it shut again.
 
Moreover, the TYPE of development it will encourage is exactly what our
forest fire professionals tell us we should be avoiding:  Namely "WUI" or
Wildland Urban Interface.  This will make our community more dangerous:
not safer. 
 
Think it can't happen here?  I've seen it before.  Check out Marin County,
which used to be as beautiful and remote as this area.
 
Elaine Weinreb
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From: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov> 
Subject: [FWD: RE: Comment on Discussion/Action Item 2 for Tuesday's 
meeting] 
Date: October 11, 2021 at 3:10:08 PM PDT 
To: "jhakenen@gmail.com" <jhakenen@gmail.com> 
 
 
 
-------- Original Message -------- 
Subject: RE: Comment on Discussion/Action Item 2 for Tuesday's 
meeting 
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov> 
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:49 pm 
To: "'David G Hankin'" <david.hankin@humboldt.edu> 
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov> 
 
Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public 
record, and will be included in the public comment packet for 
the upcoming Council meeting. 
  
Gabriel Adams 
Trinidad City Clerk 
707.677.0223 
www.trinidad.ca.gov 
  
  
From: David G Hankin <david.hankin@humboldt.edu>  
Sent: Monday, October 11, 2021 11:48 AM 
To: Trinidad City Clerk <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>; Trinidad City 
Manager <citymanager@trinidad.ca.gov>; Steve Ladwig 
<sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>; Dave Grover 
<dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>; Tom Davies 
<tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>; Richard Clompus 
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>; Jack West <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov> 
Subject: Comment on Discussion/Action Item 2 for Tuesday's 
meeting 
  
I submit the attached letter of comment on this item. 
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I urge the Trinidad City Council to once again reject the proposal 
to hook up to a HBMWD pipeline to the Trinidad area. My letter of 
comment provides justification for this position. 
  
I ask that the comment be included among the other posted 
letters of comment for the meeting. 
  
Thanks. 
  
Dave Hankin 



From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: For the Council for 10/12 Meeting]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 3:04 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: For the Council for 10/12 Meeting
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:38 pm
To: "'John Graves'" <johngraves01@gmail.com>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public
record, and will be included in the public comment packet for the
upcoming Council meeting.
 
Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov
 
 
From: John Graves <johngraves01@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 11, 2021 8:03 AM
To: Trinidad City Manager <citymanager@trinidad.ca.gov>; 'Trinidad City
Clerk' <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>; 'Steve Ladwig'
<smladwig@gmail.com>; 'Jack West' <jandjwest@yahoo.com>
Subject: For the Council for 10/12 Meeting
Importance: High
 
Hello, Council Members.
Allow me to express my support for the proposal to bring a HBMWD water
line to Trinidad as part of a joint venture with the Trinidad Rancheria. 
Though I do not reside within Trinidad’s City Limits, I am an adjacent home
owner, and long-time resident of northern Humboldt County.  The thoughts
expressed in the letter authored by Cheryl Kelly, Chair of your Planning
Commission, mirror my own.  I would add that the proposal to share costs
with the Rancheria is a tremendous opportunity to shift the cost burden and
should be acted upon immediately.
 
While I favor the proposal set forth by Supervisor Steve Madrone, his
proposal will take much longer to design, test, and implement than the
HBMWD option. In addition, Steve’s proposal is predicated upon the
willingness of upslope private land owners to agree to this proposal, and
the cost associated with his proposal are unknown.
Right now you have an opportunity to partner with the Rancheria and share
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Right now you have an opportunity to partner with the Rancheria and share
the costs of a pipeline. 
It should be noted that any extension of the water line to service homes in
Westhaven or further north on Scenic Drive would require that the costs of
such expansion be paid for by the property owners outside of Trinidad. 
Respectfully,
 
John Garland Graves
Former Chair, Trinidad Planning Commission
Former Chair, Arcata Planning Commission
 
www.JGarlandCommunications.com
Home:  707-677-5022
Cell: 707-616-5180
677 Driver Road
Trinidad, CA. 95570

http://www.jgarlandcommunications.com/


From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: Yes vote for HBMWD with addendum.]

Date: October 11, 2021 at 2:58 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: Yes vote for HBMWD with addendum.
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:14 pm
To: "'Jack Tuttle'" <jacktuttlesolar@gmail.com>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public
record, and will be included in the public comment packet for the
upcoming Council meeting.
 
Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov
 
 
From: Jack Tuttle <jacktuttlesolar@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 10, 2021 10:41 PM
To: Trinidad City Clerk <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>; Steve Ladwig
<sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>; Tom Davies <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>; Jack
West <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>; Richard Clompus
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>; David Grover <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>;
Cc: Trinidad City Manager <citymanager@trinidad.ca.gov>
Subject: Yes vote for HBMWD with addendum.
 

 

Dear Trinidad City council, I
support the pipeline to get
water from the HBMWD.  We
all are witnessing how climate
disruption is happening
around us. We can not assume
what has happened in the past
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what has happened in the past
will continue. We all see less
foggy summers, we see the
last rain and the first rains gap
getting wider apart.  We have
seen many towns up and
down California run out of
water. 
The number one and only
reason why outsiders don’t
want to see this pipe built is
they don’t want future
development.  You’re probably
like them, you have your slice
of heaven and don’t want
others to come and spoil it.  
Yes, it’s your duty to protect
this unique area from
future development. But you
also have a duty to take care
of the 320+ residences and
businesses who depend on
that water for survival.  So
what do you as a civil servant



what do you as a civil servant
to
do? 
 
You fix the leaks, You then
calculate the daily use of city
in the times when the creek is
the lowest.   You then size the
pipe no bigger than what
those months water demands
are.  Do you need a 6 inch pipe
which has the capacity of 1800
gallons a min? No, size it the
smallest you can get away
with. Water demands spikes in
the morning and levels off mid
day and spikes in the evening
and is almost zero at night.
Our current tanks act as a
buffer during those highs and
low times.  Size the pipe big
enough to refill our tanks at
night.  Therefore we won’t
have any extra water than we
currently already possess, and



currently already possess, and
it would eliminate the fear
groups touting development. 
 
Those who want the bigger
pipe talk about fire fighting.
Let’s look at the reality. With a
6 inch pipe we won’t get this
passed and our
townspeople will suffer from
YOUR actions.  
 
With a 2-3 inch Pipe you will
not doubt will vote YES, as it
doesnt change current water
supply and you can use that
fact when speaking to the out
of town folks fearful of
development. 
 
 
Jack Tuttle 
795 Underwood 
Trinidad residence



Trinidad residence



From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: NO for HBMWD]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 2:28 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: NO for HBMWD
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:03 pm
To: <klm@ashlandhome.net>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public
record, and will be included in the public comment packet for the
upcoming Council meeting.
 
Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov
 
 
From: KLM <klm@ashlandhome.net> 
Sent: Saturday, October 09, 2021 1:47 PM
To: City of Trinidad <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Subject: NO for HBMWD
 
My name is Karen McCarter. I own property in the City of
Trinidad.
 
We are wasting the water we do have now!
 
ATYN CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS - PLEASE HELP US DO THE
RIGHT THING AND VOTE NO FOR NBMWD.
 
Thank you!  Karen
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From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: Opposition to Water Pipeline in Trinidad]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 2:09 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: Opposition to Water Pipeline in Trinidad
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 12:56 pm
To: "'Kimberly Tays'" <kimkat067@gmail.com>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public
record, and will be included in the public comment packet for the
upcoming Council meeting.
 
Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov
 
 
From: Kimberly Tays <kimkat067@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 08, 2021 7:14 PM
To: City of Trinidad <Cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>; Eli Naffah
<citymanager@trinidad.ca.gov>; Jack West <jandjwest@yahoo.com>;
SLadwig@trinidad.ca.gov; dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov; rclompus@mac.com;
tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: Opposition to Water Pipeline in Trinidad
 
Dear Trinidad City Council:
 
For the third time, my husband and I wish to submit our written
OPPOSITION to any plans to run a water pipeline from the Humboldt Bay
Municipal Water District to Trinidad.  Installing a pipeline would open up this
area of the North Coast to the type development you see up and down the
California coast and ruin the beauty and character of Trinidad and the
surrounding areas.
 
The lack of water has helped keep development at bay in the Trinidad area,
and I believe most people that have either lived or currently live in Trinidad
(or visited Trinidad) do not not wish to see the natural beauty of the area
destroyed by overdevelopment, which is exactly what will happen if there is
unlimited water available for housing and other building projects.
 
There are alternatives to bringing in a water pipeline.  The City should fix its
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There are alternatives to bringing in a water pipeline.  The City should fix its
old, leaky pipes, bring in storage tanks for emergency needs, and
encourage water conservation by its residents and visitors, especially in
short term rental units where excessive water use is well known.
 
My husband, Stan Binnie, and I lived in Trinidad for 12 years.  Stan was on
the Trinidad City Council for 4 years and served as Mayor for 2 years. 
Even though we now reside in Arcata, we both care deeply about protecting
the small-town character and charm of Trinidad and its surroundings.  That
is why we continue to OPPOSE a water pipeline being routed to Trinidad. 
 
Please do NOT support this proposal, as it will forever alter Trinidad in
many detrimental, harmful ways.
 
Thank you,
Kimberly Tays
Stanley Binnie
Arcata, CA



From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: No (again) on pipeline]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 2:38 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: No (again) on pipeline
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:07 pm
To: "'Margaret Kellermann'" <bluelakestudio239@gmail.com>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public record, and
will be included in the public comment packet for the upcoming Council
meeting.

Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Margaret Kellermann <bluelakestudio239@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 10, 2021 3:01 PM
To: Trinidad City Clerk <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Subject: No (again) on pipeline

To the city council:

I have lived in the Trinidad area for a number of years. Some of the most
important things about the place are its natural pristine quality, its
remoteness from the rest of the world, and its small-town atmosphere. 

Much of this would change in a heartbeat if the proposed pipeline were to
open up the area for expansion. To get the water Trinidad needs, there are
much easier and more economical ways, as outlined by Steve Madrone and
others. I urge you to think green, and use the local Trinidad resources and
water experts already at hand. 

This issue has come up time and again with the council, and it has been
voted down. I still say: vote no on the pipeline.

Margaret Kellermann
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From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: Vote Yes for HBMWD connection on Oct 12, 2021]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 3:11 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: Vote Yes for HBMWD connection on Oct 12, 2021
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:49 pm
To: "'Mark Schiefer'" <markaschiefer@gmail.com>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public record, and
will be included in the public comment packet for the upcoming Council
meeting.

Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Mark Schiefer <markaschiefer@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 11, 2021 11:59 AM
To: cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: Vote Yes for HBMWD connection on Oct 12, 2021

Sent from my iPhone
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City of Trinidad Council Members     October 8th, 2021 
 
My name is Steve Madrone and I have resided on Fox Farm Road in the headwaters of 
Luffenholtz Creek for the past 35 years. I have lived in the Trinidad area for over 40 years. I have 
a Masters Degree in Watershed Management and Wildland Hydrology. My Thesis was on 
Luffenholtz Creek and Mill Creek. I know these watersheds like the back of my hand. I studied 
the variation in flows and turbidity on the many tributaries. This work was then turned into a 
major erosion and sediment control project throughout the watershed. The work has led to 
significant reduction in turbidity for the Cities water supply. 
 
I write this letter to clarify statements made by Cliff Poulton in a letter to you earlier today. 
McCullough Construction does do a lot of professional watershed work, in fact they were the 
contractor on the Luffenholtz erosion control project. They do excellent work and I am proud to 
say that I have been working with them for the past 20 years or so. In fact I was one of the first 
non profit watershed contractors who hired McCullough to do all kinds of watershed projects. 
Macky McCullough and his team learned quickly and taught me many valuable things about the 
various uses of the many types and sizes of heavy equipment. I helped to teach them 
watershed principles and the grant world for this type of work. It has been a good partnership. 
They have grown to be one of the largest watershed contractors in Humboldt County and now 
work all over the state. 
 
In Mr. Poulton’s letter he describes a “very large scale“ water holding facility at the Marshall 
Ranch in southern Humboldt. It is energy intensive with pumping to fill the pond in winter and a 
cooling system to cool the solar heated water before discharging into Redwood Creek for fish 
habitat enhancement. This pond has lots of evaporation in this open and heated environment. 
He goes on to describe the very expensive price tag for this project due to its size and extensive 
engineering, permitting, and energy use requirements. He goes on to say that “this is exactly 
the type of project that Steve Madrone has promoted for the Luffenholtz creek watershed”. 
This is a false statement and is not based in fact. 
 
The truth is Mr. Poulton has never asked me about my concepts for ground water recharge 
projects in Luffenholtz. He has no idea what I am proposing. He also failed to state that all of 
this work is grant funded by programs from the state and federal governments. As I have stated 
many time there are many grant programs to do ground water recharge projects. In fact I have 
applied for grants from the NRCS to do just that on my property in the headwaters of 
Luffenholtz Creek. I hope to begin construction next summer. The projects I am proposing will 
cost the City nothing as they will all be done on cooperating landowners property. I believe we 
could build these ponds over the next several years. 
 
The projects I am proposing use gravity flow to fill the recharge ponds and they are small 
(50,000 to 250,000 gallons of storage). I am proposing that we encourage the construction of 
25-50 of these small features throughout the headwaters on private property with cooperating 
landowners. I have identified 4 such project sites in my own neighborhood. There is no energy 
use to fill them or cool them as they are in the cool coastal areas and will be surrounded by 



cooling riparian vegetation, minimizing evaporation. Due to their small size, location, and 
minimal impoundments, and engineering and permitting services provided by NRCS, the costs 
for these projects are minimal compared to the Marshall Pond. There is really no comparison 
and if Mr. Poulton had talked with me first before making unsubstantiated claims then there 
would be less confusion. Give me a call Cliff and I can explain further my concepts. 
 
I am a landscape contractor that specializes in large scale watershed projects. I employ an 
approach called “Bio-engineering” rather than expensive civil engineering. My projects are 
designed to fit the landscape, be small in scale and energy efficient. These small ground water 
recharge projects would be gravity flow filled and there are no moving parts to maintain once 
installed. I always install two outlet systems for the ponds so that they have a backup overflow 
protection to avoid failure. So the statement about the “need to hire specialized staff or 
contractors to monitor and operate the systems”, is inaccurate and the statement that “more 
importantly, this would be a largely experimental project, with many unknowable variables”, is 
also false. We have been installing these kinds of small systems in the Mattole River for the past 
decade and they have helped improved flows when used in combination with water 
conservation, and storage and forbearance. This is all well documented by Sanctuary Forest in 
the Mattole. 
 
Mr. Poulton goes on to suggest that HBMWD will handle all the “maintenance and operation 
which would be up to the professionals at HBMWD”. The fact is the City would share in that 
cost with the Rancheria and the City’s use would be 2-3 times that of the Rancheria based on 
water use projections. Furthermore previous engineering studies (2008 and several earlier 
studies) have found that the cost of the pipeline, Operation and Maintenance, and the cost of 
buying the water from HBMWD and paying the McKinleyville CSD for “wheeling the water” 
through their pipes would be larger than the area customer base can afford. It has been 
estimated that monthly water rates would be much greater than presently. That is why the City 
engineer recommended in 2008 that the City would be better served by cleaning up the water 
supply, fixing leaks in the system (as much as 40%), and adding more storage. 
 
I believe that the City would be better served by doing all the things that have been 
recommended for the past 20 years, and adding to that ground water recharge, and rainwater 
collection and storage at the individual household level. 
 
There is much we can do to keep our costs down, improve our water quality and quantity, and 
continue to protect a coastal community by living within our means. 
 
Sincerely, Steve Madrone 
 
smadrone@co.humboldt.ca.us 



From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: Please add my name to urge the council to vote Yes to the HBMWD study]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 2:53 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: Please add my name to urge the council to vote Yes to the
HBMWD study
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:12 pm
To: "'Neal Steinberg'" <neal@kapowinc.com>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public record, and
will be included in the public comment packet for the upcoming Council
meeting.

Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Neal Steinberg <neal@kapowinc.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 10, 2021 7:43 PM
To: Trinidad City Clerk <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Subject: Please add my name to urge the council to vote Yes to the HBMWD
study

Please vote YES to participate in the HBMWD study. 

Neal Steinberg
Van Wycke Street, Trinidad
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From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: Water Vote]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 2:33 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: Water Vote
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:06 pm
To: "'Helen Ivory'" <helen.ivory@hotmail.com>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public
record, and will be included in the public comment packet for the
upcoming Council meeting.
 
Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov
 
 
From: Helen Ivory <helen.ivory@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 10, 2021 8:59 AM
To: cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: Water Vote
 
Yes for HBMWD
Rose McCarthy
439 East Street
Trinidad, CA
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From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: Vote Yes for HBMWD connection on Oct 12, 2021]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 3:07 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: Vote Yes for HBMWD connection on Oct 12, 2021
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:48 pm
To: "'SteveDuscha'" <steve@steveduscha.com>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public
record, and will be included in the public comment packet for the
upcoming Council meeting.
 
Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov
 
 
From: SteveDuscha <steve@steveduscha.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 11, 2021 11:26 AM
To: Gabriel Adams <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Subject: Vote Yes for HBMWD connection on Oct 12, 2021
 
Triindad needs a dependable long term water supply.  The climate has
changed, and we need to protect our future.
 
(Note that we are homeowners and residents of Trinidad.)
 

Steve Duscha and Wanda Lee Graves
PO Box 611
Trinidad CA 95570
707-677-3993
steve@steveduscha.com
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From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: Yes for HBMWD]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 2:56 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: Yes for HBMWD
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:13 pm
To: "'Timothy Magee'" <altanet@mac.com>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

Message received, forwarded to the Council, considered a public
record, and will be included in the public comment packet for the
upcoming Council meeting.
 
Gabriel Adams
Trinidad City Clerk
707.677.0223
www.trinidad.ca.gov
 
 
From: Timothy Magee <altanet@mac.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 10, 2021 7:48 PM
To: Gabriel Adams <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Subject: Yes for HBMWD
 
 
My name is Timothy Magee. I live at 460 Mill Creek Lane. And I am a City
of Trinidad water customer.
 
I am a YES for the City of Trinidad’s water system connecting to, and
being managed by, the Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District.
 
————————————
 
My Reasons:
 
• Trinidad has a 50+ year-old aging water system, that will have only
escalating costs to maintain; and a bigger cost for its eventual & inevitable
replacement.
 
• Luffenholtz Creek & Mill Creek have small capacity, even in good wet
years.
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• We are in a longterm drought, that may become a permanent change to a
dry climate for the Trinidad area.
 
• Trinidad is in a truly exceptional position to benefit: not only from
leveraging the tribe’s connecting to the HBMWD system; but also by
tapping into an incredibly rare, healthy, bountiful water resource, at this time
in the State of California.
 
Statements:
 
• I think it is a shame that the tribe’s decision to connect to HBMWD, in
order to build a hotel, has been conflated by some into the issue of whether
the City of Trinidad should connect to HBMWD or not. The two are
TOTALLY separate. And the tribe will do what it wants — build a hotel —
regardless of Trinidad’s decision.
 
• I hope the Council will consider the high human resource needs & realities
needed to manage one's own water system. As the operation risks high
liability, the job carries huge responsibilities. So, maintaining & incentivizing
qualified staff is key; but is also expensive in itself. Offloading this critical
responsibility would alleviate the Council’s burden to manage staff to
maintain, operate & guarantee clean drinkable water.
 
————————————
 
 
~



From: jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: [FWD: RE: Yes on HBMWD]
Date: October 11, 2021 at 2:30 PM
To: jhakenen@gmail.com

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: Yes on HBMWD
From: "Trinidad City Clerk" <cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov>
Date: Mon, October 11, 2021 1:04 pm
To: "'William Ihne'" <williamihne@yahoo.com>
Cc: <jhakenen@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Dave Grover" <dgrover@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Jack West" <jwest@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Richard Clompus"
<rclompus@trinidad.ca.gov>, "Steve Ladwig" <sladwig@trinidad.ca.gov>,
"Tom Davies" <tdavies@trinidad.ca.gov>

 
 
From: William Ihne <williamihne@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 10, 2021 5:57 AM
To: cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov
Subject: Yes on HBMWD
 
I vote Yes for HBMWD. It is the most responsible way to create water
resiliency for Trinidad water customers.
I have rented a home in Trinidad in the past and plan on doing so again in
the future. 
 
William Ihne
Casa De Lydia, Pez Cisco,
El Sargento, Baja Del Sur,
Mexico.
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From: Don Allan
To: Steve Ladwig; Dave Grover; Tom Davies; Jack West; Dwight Miller; Gabriel Adams
Subject: Re: reconsideration of joining HBMWD pipeline feasibiiltiy Study
Date: Monday, October 11, 2021 2:50:03 PM

Dear Council Members and Staff - I look forward to hearing the presentation from PWA at
your Wednesday meeting on their quick assessment of the local water supply in Luffenholtz
and Mill Creeks. There has been a lot of fear mongering - one council member posted a
misleading photo on the Next Door web site showing Luffenholtz Creek ankle deep in late
August -  trying to stoke fears of the city running out of water by showing how shallow the
creek is. Fortunately the City draws its water from a gravel journal buried well below the
surface so the depth at the surface is only pertinent insofar as the City has to allow a certain
amount of bypass flow for downstream users and for fish and aquatic wildlife. It's normal for
the creek to be ankle deep in August - that isn't evidence that the City is about to run out of
water but it is effective at raising undue concern among the City's water customers. I will
reiterate that I believe the City can rely on its local water supplies and can avoid the growth-
inducing action that connecting to HBMWD will bring. And if the City does decide to
participate in the feasibility study to get a better estimate of costs, I think the outlying
community's concerns would be addressed if the City  agrees to not expand its current service
area. The big fear is the growth inducing element of the project and if you guarantee that the
City won't contribute to that growth inducement by selling water beyond its current service
area, the concerns and opposition would dissipate.  

I also read a letter from Mr. Poulton saying that he works for McCullough Construction and
that they submitted a successful bid for a similar groundwater recharge project (on the
Marshall Ranch, Redwood Creek, southern Humboldt County near Briceland) at over $ 4
million. I am the board president for the non-profit that is leading that project (the Salmonid
RestorationFederation - SRF). Stillwater Sciences was hired by SRF as the engineers for the
Marshall Ranch Project and Stillwater engineers wanted to get an idea of cost so they asked
McCullough for a preliminary estimate in order to apply for grant funds to implement the
project, but there was no formal bid request issued and no guarantee to McCullough
Construction to implement the project. Mr. Poulton's assertions are very misleading. The two
projects are very different. The Marshall Ranch project intends to build at least 2 storage
ponds on the Marshall Ranch, which will be filled by runoff from winter rains, and then
release the water into Redwood Creek during summer low flows at a rate of ~ 0.11 cfs to
augment flows and introduce cool water to the creek to support endangered salmonids. The
Marshall Ranch project is not a groundwater recharge project such as that proposed by Steve
Madrone for Luffenholtz Creek - the Marshall Ranch project is pond storage (it includes
$750,000 for pond liners) to hold water to release directly to the creek during summer low
flows. So rather than try to compare the Luffenholtz Project to a much larger project with
different objectives, I encourage you to stick with the facts of your studies in Luffenholtz
Creek and don't be distracted by a project that is quite different than what has been proposed. 
 

As I have expressed before, I believe you can attain water security and it will cost a lot less to
fix your leaky pipes and invest in more water storage. The City also needs to ensure that there
are no illegal diversions upstream of the City's intake. I know there is at least one illegal water
diversion occurring in the Luffenholtz Creek drainage - believed to be linked to an illegal
indoor cannabis growing operation - that the City should be reporting to the Sheriff and the
County and asking them to take action against. The Moss subdivision in the North Fork of
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Luffenholtz Creek was required to forbear from pumping from its well from June 15 - October
15 and the County is supposed to have a link to the well and its gauge to confirm they aren't
illegally withdrawing water. That should be the standard for any new development in
Luffenholtz Creek. 

I know there is a desire and need for factual information rather than speculation and I have
resigned myself to the likelihood that the City  will spend an undetermined amount of money
to explore the option to connect to HBMWD. Once the feasibility study is completed there
will be momentum to actually build the connection, with a strong push from  developers and
real estate speculators. That's why there is stiff opposition to even participating in the
feasibility study, which might be assuaged if you guarantee you won't sell water outside of
your current service area.   
sincerely and respectfully, 
Don Allan,
Westhaven

On Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 11:52 AM Don Allan <donallan51@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear Council Members, Committee Members, and City Staff. I am very disheartened that
there is an attempt to overturn the results of the City's two previous votes to not participate
in the water line extension feasibility study about to be undertaken by the Trinidad
Rancheria. On a micro scale this is akin to trying to override the results of the presidential
election by those whose candidate did not win. Through many city council meetings citizens
had a chance to voice their opinions and now a few individuals, some or many of whom
largely did not participate in the discussion when the issue came before the city council in
2019 - 2020, are trying to reverse the decision.  I believe scare tactics are being used to
persuade both the council and the public that the City needs to join in the feasibility study
immediately and have even circulated emails urging people to support a Council action to
request a postponement of HBMWD's decision on entering an agreement to proceed with
the Rancheria's feasibility study. The City appointed a Water Advisory Committee stacked
with pro-pipeline members and the committee is lobbying both Trinidad citizens and the
City Council to reconsider its vote.  Some have taken a very narrow view that the pipeline
won't induce growth in Trinidad because the city is almost completely built out. However
there is a great deal of potential growth in the areas just outside the City and the pipeline
extension will provide the water that will allow many more parcels to be developed and the
lot size to be decreased. The City Council may owe their first loyalty to its residents but it
also has a responsibility to the surrounding areas that support the City through sales taxes
and who consider Trinidad to be home, even if they aren't in the City boundaries.
The extension of the HBMWD pipeline is the most growth inducing action the City could
take. The City has studied the HBMWD connection option at least twice in the time I have
lived here (since 1983) and while I was a board member of the Westhaven Community
Services District (1989-1993) the WCSD also conducted a feasibility study looking into
options for source water. The WCSD study found that tying into HBMWD was the most
expensive option and it opted to develop its local sources instead, which it did, allowing it to
expand service to at least 20 houses.  The City's studies concluded that the only way the City
could justify the cost would be by expanding the customer base - the growth inducement
factor that many of us are fighting against. With the City almost completely built out, where
will that growth occur - in the areas around the City that some are suggesting you don't
represent and don't need to consider.  Other options have been presented to the City to
increase its supply and none of them have been seriously considered. Why has the City not
taken a close look at using its Mill Creek water right or pursued Steve Madrone's idea of
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creating groundwater recharge ponds in upper Luffenholtz Creek? The City has spent
hundreds of thousands of dollars to have its engineers conduct various water studies. Despite
all the money spent on studies little or nothing has been done to actually address enhancing local
sources and now there is a push to pay for another study to tell us what we already know -
extending the pipeline will be the most expensive option for providing water to the City - it doesn't
matter how much water the City may actually use, it will still pay for half the cost of the feasibility
study plus more than half the cost of the pipeline because the City will have to get the water from
the Rancheria to the City.  To defray those costs the City will have to sell water to the areas
outside the City  - that's the growth inducement factor many of us are concerned about.

I encourage you to not reconsider joining the feasibility study. I encourage you to instead spend
that money on fixing your leaky pipes and developing local sources - utilizing the City's Mill Creek
water right and building storage/ ground water recharge ponds in upper Luffenholtz Creek
(including on Green Diamond property). 

Sincerely,
Don Allan, 
Westhaven
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