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Posted:  Friday, September 04, 2020 
   

NOTICE AND CALL OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
TRINIDAD CITY COUNCIL 

 
The Trinidad City Council will hold a WORKSHOP Format Session beginning at 4:30PM,  

followed by the regular meeting on  

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 08, 2020, at 6:00 PM  
 

THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD VIA WEBEX VIDEOCONFERENCE 
 
In accordance with Executive Order N-29-20 this meeting will be held via videoconference, and will be hosted on 
the Cisco Webex Platform. Learn more about Webex here: https://www.webex.com/ 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Public comment may be submitted via email in advance of the meeting, or in an orderly 
process during the conference.  If you do not have access to email and you would like to provide a written 
statement, please deliver your comment to 409 Trinity Street, Trinidad CA, by 2:00pm on the meeting day.   
 
Email public comments to cityclerk@trinidad.ca.gov  Your comments will be included in the public record for the 
meeting, and will be accepted at any time during the meeting. 
 
HOW TO PARTICIPATE:  The City will publish a direct link to the conference, along with the participant code, on 
the City Calendar page online at http://trinidad.ca.gov/calendar 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
IV. WORKSHOP SESSION 
1. Van Wycke Trail, Big Picture Workshop (4:30-5:45pm) 

This discussion is being held for sharing information and ideas regarding the separate, but inter-related 
project tracks involving the Van Wycke Street right-of-way including utility stabilization and pedestrian 
connectivity to the beach and harbor area of town. There will be no Council action during this discussion, 
but the aim is to share information and ideas that will lead to a productive discussion later on in the more 
formal session of the meeting, specifically Discussion Agenda Item 1. 

 
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – (08-11-2020 cc minutes will be reviewed at the next meeting). 
VI. COUNCIL REPORTS/COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
VII. STAFF REPORTS – City Manager & Law Enforcement 
VIII. ITEMS FROM THE FLOOR 

At this time, members of the public may comment on items NOT appearing on the agenda. Individual comments will be limited to 3 
minutes or less.  Comments should be directed to the Council as a whole and not to individual Council Members or staff.  Council 
and staff responses will be minimal for non-agenda items.   

 
IX. CONSENT AGENDA   

All matters on the Consent Agenda are considered routine by the City Council and are enacted in one motion. There is no separate 
discussion of any of these items. If discussion is requested by any Council member, that item is removed from the Consent Calendar 
and considered separately. A single opportunity for public comment on the Consent Agenda is available to the public.   

1. Staff Activity Report – August 2020 
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2. Financial Statements – July 2020 
3. Law Enforcement Report – August 2020 
4. November General Election Update & Candidate Nominees 
5. ASBS Storm Water Project Update 
 
IX. DISCUSSION/ACTION AGENDA ITEMS 
1. Continued Discussion/Decision regarding Van Wycke Trail Connectivity Project Revised Design Concept. 
2. Discussion/Decision regarding Encroachment Permit for Trinidad Coastal Land Trust CCNM Disbursed 

Coastal Festival 
3. Discussion/Decision Regarding Resolution 2020-16; Declaring Drought Conditions and Implementing Water 

Conservation Measures as Defined by Trinidad Municipal Code Chapter 13.08 to Prevent or Mitigate an 
Emergency. 

4. Discussion/Decision regarding First Reading of Ordinance 2020-01; Extending the .75% Transaction and 
Use Tax For General Purposes to Continue to be Administered by the California Department of Tax and 
Fee Administration if Adopted by the Voters at the November General Election. 

5. Discussion/Decision regarding Councilmember Committees and Assignments. 
 

 
X. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

- September Meeting Schedule 
 

XI. ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION  
1. Pursuant to Government Code, Section 54957: To Consider Real Estate Negotiation – 426 Trinity St. 
2. Pursuant to Government Code, Section 54957: Public Employment, City Attorney. 

 
 
 



 
 

WORKSHOP SESSION AGENDA ITEM  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION ATTACHED 

 
 
 
 

1. Van Wycke Trail, Big Picture Workshop (4:30-5:45pm) 
 
This discussion is being held for sharing information and ideas regarding the separate, but inter-
related project tracks involving the Van Wycke Street right-of-way including utility stabilization and 
pedestrian connectivity to the beach and harbor area of town.  
 
There will be no Council action during this discussion, but the aim is to share information and ideas 
that will lead to a productive discussion later on in the more formal session of the meeting, specifically 
Discussion Agenda Item 1. 

 



AGENDA ITEM  
Date:  September 8, 2020 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Van Wycke Big Picture Workshop  
 
This workshop is for sharing information and ideas and will not involve Council action.  
 
A section of Van Wycke “Street” between Edwards and Galindo has utilities and a trail 
that have been impacted by slumping that has continued and worsened over a number 
of years. There are several interrelated issues and current projects relating to the trail, 
the utilities, and natural and cultural resources.  Many of the projects are interrelated, 
but they generally need to be considered and acted upon separately for various reasons. 
 
Staff, including the contract City Engineer and Planner, would like the opportunity to 
present a more comprehensive, inclusive “Big Picture” summary of the projects and to 
help the public understand their current status and relationship to one another. In 
addition, a broader discussion of the issues in the Van Wycke area could result in 
development of additional solutions, projects and partnerships.  It is our hope that this 
workshop will be an opportunity for the Council, staff, interested parties and the public 
to work together to continue to identify the issues, explore potential solutions and 
develop projects that this diverse community will embrace. Staff are also hoping it will 
help focus future discussions on the various individual projects, so they can more 
forward in a more efficient manner.  
 
Staff will present the Preliminary Outline of Van Wycke Issues and Projects then we 
will invite participation in a public discussion that could include: brainstorming 
additional issues, additional solutions, projects, funding ideas and partners.  
 

Preliminary Outline of Van Wycke Issues and Projects 
 
There are currently four inter-related, but separate, “project tracks” having to do with 
the Van Wycke area that the City is working on right now. These are summarized in the 
Table 1 and described further below.  
 
Table 1: Current Van Wycke Area Related Projects and Options 

Van Wycke Trail 
Closure Options 

Van Wycke Bicycle 
and Pedestrian 
Connectivity Project 

Van Wycke Trail 
Repair Options 

Repair of Utilities 
Spanning Van Wycke 
Trail 

1. Temporary 
Closure 

2. Permanent 
Closure 

1. Original Proposal 
2. Current Project 
 
 

1. Temporary/Short-
term Repair  

2. Medium/Long-
term Repair 

1. Emergency Repair 
2. Temporary/Short-term 

Repair 
3. Permanent Repair 



 
Van Wycke Trail Closure Options 
 
1. Temporary Closure: 

A temporary closure has been in place since 2019 based on a request made by the 
City’s insurance company, PARSAC. Without the temporary closure, the City is a 
risk of not being covered should there be a claim. The Planning Commission 
approved an additional 6-month closure at their 8/19 meeting. An appeal of that 
decision has been filed. 

 
2. Permanent Closure: 

This option is not currently being considered but may in the future, depending on 
decisions about trail repair options. A permanent closure would require: 
a. Public outreach, alternatives analysis, feasibility studies, etc. 
b. An LCP Amendment to be approved by the Planning Commission, City Council 

and Coastal Commission. 
c. Coastal Development Permit approved by the Planning Commission after the 

LCP Amendment 
 
Van Wycke Pedestrian Connectivity Project 
 
1. Original Proposal 

Funded by a Caltrans Active Transportation (ATP) Grant, the project included 
long-term repair of the trail with a retaining wall. Due to public and cultural 
concerns over the scope of disturbance and scale of the project, the idea of a large 
retaining wall has been abandoned.  
 
Since then, the City has solicited feedback from affected landowners and the public 
to identify another repair option that could be funded by the grant. However, 
outreach efforts were cut short by COVID-19, and now approaching grant 
deadlines preclude spending any more time on developing additional repair 
options that could be implemented using the existing grant funding.  
 
This project also included other pedestrian and bicycle improvements, including 
crosswalks, sidewalks and bike lanes, as well as the repair/support of utilities 
located along the affected portion of the Van Wycke Trail.  
 

2. Current Proposal 
The current project concept attempts to balance concerns that have been brought 
forward by the pubic and Tribes with the goals and requirements of the grant. It 
does not include repair of the trail, but it does include short-term stabilization of the 
utilities across the failed section of trail. It also includes vista points in various 
locations, including near the failed section of trail to provide users with a similar 
experience and view. For the pedestrian connectivity, the revised project includes 



construction of a sidewalk on the south side of Edwards Street between upper Van 
Wycke and Galindo to provide alternative access around the failed section of trail. 
There is a separate hearing at this 9/8/20 Council meeting to consider this current 
revised proposal (concept) for this Caltrans ATP funded Project.  

 
Van Wycke Trail Repair Options 
 
1. Temporary/Short-term Repair  

Several short-term repair options have been suggested, such as adding steps to the 
drop-off, adding gravel to raise the level of the dip, and improving and repairing the 
existing wooden retaining wall.  
 
However, even these options will require stakeholder outreach, particularly 
regarding cultural resources. They may require additional geologic investigation. 
And they likely will require a Coastal Development Permit. This process will still 
take a matter of months, not days.  

 
Repair and Maintenance CDP Exemptions 
The Coastal Act includes exemptions for repair and maintenance activities. 
However, the coastal regulations include exceptions to those exemptions (14 CCR § 
13252). One of those, (a)(3), is “any repair or maintenance to facilities or structures or 
work located … within 50 feet of the edge of a coastal bluff… that include (A) the placement 
or removal, whether temporary or permanent, of rip-rap, rocks, sand … or any other forms of 
solid materials; or (B) the presence, whether temporary or permanent, of mechanized 
equipment or construction materials.” 

 
2. Medium/Long-term Repair 

If a decision is made to pursue medium to long term repair of the trail, the City 
would continue to conduct public and stakeholder outreach to develop alternatives 
and determine the feasibility of any possible medium to long-term repair options. If 
a feasible option is found, then the City would likely need to seek grant funding to 
implement it. If a long-term repair option cannot be found, then the City will have to 
consider permanent closure of the trail. 

 
Repair of Utilities Spanning Van Wycke Trail 
 
 
1. Emergency Repair 

On July 14, the Council authorized Public Works to proceed with emergency 
temporary repairs to be paid from the Water Fund. The City is proposing to 
temporarily reconnect water line on Van Wycke street this fall to improve water 
pressure and hydrant flows in the surrounding neighborhood. The repair would be 
to hook up a temporary flexible water line that would lie on the surface of the 
ground along the existing trail.  



 
 
At the same time, the City Engineer is also recommending repair of the storm drain 
line at the same time and the same fashion as the water line. Both lines (water and 
storm drain) would be in place over the winter. The purpose would be to avoid a 
storm drain pipe failure should it not be structurally sound and functioning and/or 
if there is more ground movement; either way a storm drain failure on the slide area 
would likely exacerbate the slide. GHD is developing a scope and bid package for 
this work. 
 
 

2. Short-Term / Temporary Repair 
This includes a storm drain utility crossing on a steel I-beam across the slide on Van 
Wycke trail as Patrick presented at the August 11 Council meeting. The City plans to 
ask for this work to be funded through the current Caltrans ATP grant across the 
slide area as the utility repairs across the slide were part of the original scope of 
work. This storm drain crossing would be temporary but could last years. Note the 
design would not really change if only the storm drain were supported, and with 
that support the other lines could also be protected until there is a more permanent 
solution for their relocation. 
 

3. Permanent Repair 
The permanent water line solution is to increase size/place new line on Edwards 
and Galindo Streets. Funding is unknown but GHD has worked with Becky to 
apply for USDA funds for planning and design and there may be construction 
money available as well. If the application (submitted 7/22/20) for USDA SEARCH 
grant funding is approved, GHD will develop a Preliminary Engineering Report for 
the repairs. The new water line on Edwards and Galindo Streets would permanently 
bypass the unstable portion of the Van Wycke Trail. The telephone or other utilities, 
everything other than the gravity storm drain can also be relocated.  
 
A more permanent storm drain solution across the slide on Van Wycke trail could be 
explored with studies that look at the larger issue of bluff stability, coastal resiliency, 
protection of cultural resources, etc.  Staff plans to submit a letter of interest for 
funding through the Ocean Protection Council’s upcoming Proposition 68 Coastal 
Resiliency grant solicitation and will continue to identify other funding 
opportunities. 
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1. Staff Activity Report – August 2020 
 

 
 



City Manager’s Report 
Date:  September 8, 2020 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Town Hall Solar Project: 
I attended the pre-proposal conference for interested bidders on August 13th.  Along with the 
Redwood Coast Energy Authority (RCEA) representative who is spearheading the project, I met 
several of the prospective bidders.  Bids were due on September 3rd, and two bids were 
received.  RCEA will review the bids and the item will be brought to the City Council at our next 
meeting. 
 
STR Committee: 
The next quarterly scheduled meeting of the STR Committee will be on September 15th at 5 pm 
via Webex.  The Committee is looking for another community member to join who is not an 
owner or manager of an STR. 
 
Slurry Seal: 
The Slurry Seal project took place on August 19th.  The work went well and was completed 
within the same day.  The streets that were improved in the project are Parker, Edwards, 
Hector, Galindo, and Van Wycke. 
 
Sea Level Rise: 
I virtually attended the Coastal Cities Group of the League of California Cities discussion on sea 
level rise on August 19th.  Several cities discussed measures they were taking to address the 
issues.  Erosion, managed retreat, and efforts to protect the coast were among the top topics 
discussed.  Approximately 22 cities had representatives attending the meeting.   
 
Prosperity Center: 
I attended the virtual monthly meeting of the Humboldt County Prosperity Center on August 
20th.  The marketing firm for the city of Eureka, Eddy Alexander, made a presentation.  They are 
also marketing tourism for the County as a destination which helps Trinidad as well.   
 
City Managers’ Roundtable: 
On September 1st, I attended the virtual City Managers’ Department Roundtable discussion.  
The topic was COVID-19 and addressed measures cities are taking to keep their communities 
safe, such as outdoor dining in closed public right-of-ways. 
 
CSA-4 
Met with our Fire and County representatives to address Fire County Service Area 4 which 
covers the coastal areas north of McKinleyville to Orick.  A contract with CalFire and the 
services provided by the volunteer fire departments in the area were discussed.  Structure fires 
and medical services and how to best address them were among the topics discussed.  Future 
meetings are planned. 



 
League of California Cities Conference: 
Due to COVID-19, the annual conference of the League of California Cities will be held virtually.  
The conference dates are October 7th-9th.  Many interesting topics are addressed in breakout 
sessions that relate to staff and Council operations.  I will attend and if you are interested in 
attending, let me know and I can make arrangements.  The agenda topics can be viewed online 
on the League of California Cities’ website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CITY CLERK’S OFFICE REPORT       AUGUST 2020 
 
The City faced a number of significant logistical challenges in August, prompted by an ambitious agenda and 
the culmination of long-range projects reaching critical phase deadlines. 
 

- The slurry seal project was coordinated in sync with resident and business activities in an effort to 
minimize disruption.   

- Significant Council, Commission, and Committee agenda items required significant outreach to the 
public and various stakeholders.  Trail discussions regarding Galindo and Van Wycke dominated the 
discussions.  

- Milestone deadlines occurred regarding the upcoming November General Election.  Candidates 
completed their nomination paperwork, and the City completed and submitted both the Impartial 
Analysis and Arguments in Favor of the Sales Tax Extension. 

 
The Clerk’s office provided meeting support for the following meetings: 
 

- The regular City Council meeting on August 11. 
- The Trails Committee meeting on August 18. 
- The Planning Commission meeting on August 19. 
- The City Council, closed session meeting on August 25. 

 
Deadline-heavy months like August, combined with complex agenda topics make it challenging to accomplish 
routine business in an orderly and timely manner.   Public inquiries, records requests, miscellaneous daily 
business, and general ‘housekeeping’ end up taking a back-seat to more pressing matters as staff resources 
are limited.  However, while ‘the people’s business’ took priority, the Clerk’s office was able to accomplish 
other sidelined work such as, but not limited to; 
 

- Responded to numerous calls about various properties for sale in the City. 
- Completed updates to the City website. 
- Coordinated with RCEA to arrange an onsite pre-bid meeting with contractors regarding the Town Hall 

solar project. 
- Investigated phone system issues in the City Manager’s office building. 
- Coordinated program updates to the City’s computers. 
- Provided HR support to the Public Works Department to advertise the Maintenance Operator Position. 
- Annual Audit preparation. 
- Provided initial responses to various Public Records Requests. 
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2. Financial Statements – July 2020 
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3. Law Enforcement Report – August 2020 
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4. November General Election Update & Candidate Nominees 
 
 

 



 

 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM 
 
Date: Tuesday, September 08, 2020 
 
 
 
Item: November Election Update 
 
Background Info:  The City’s November 03, 2020 Election ballot will include the Sales Tax Continuation 
Measure, and (3) Councilmember seats. 
 
State Election Code makes August go-time for candidates seeking office, and for anyone contributing 
official ballot measure arguments.  The City successfully passed all the critical milestones associated with 
the upcoming General Election.  As mentioned at the August 11 meeting, the City was ‘rounding second 
base at full speed’ at that time.  It has now rounded third base and heading straight for election day.    
 
CANDIDATE NOMINATIONS 
The nominees that qualified for the (2) Four-year terms are incumbents Steve Ladwig and Jack West. 
 
The nominees that qualified for the (1) Two-year term is incumbent Dave Grover and city business owner 
Mike Morgan.   Note: This contest is required due to the sudden resignation of Jim Baker who re-elected in 
November 2018, but wasn’t able to serve.  The Council appointed Grover shortly after Mr. Baker’s 
resignation, but the State Election Code requires unfulfilled terms left vacant that early to be opened up at 
the next General Election.  The City’s General Elections occur every even numbered year.  The public will 
have an opportunity in November to determine who will serve out the remaining term. 
 
.75% SALES TAX EXTENSION 
The Council tasked the City Manager, Clerk, and Councilmember Grover to develop the Argument in Favor 
of Measure E.  It was drafted as instructed, supported by the Humboldt Taxpayers League, and endorsed 
by Mayor Ladwig and retired Councilmember Dwight Miller.  It was submitted to the County Elections 
Department for inclusion in the Voter Information Pamphlet, along with the Attorney’s Impartial Analysis.  No 
Argument Against the Measure, or Rebuttal to an Argument was submitted. 
 
MAIL IN BALLOTS, VOTING LOCATIONS, ETC. 
County Election Department is working diligently to meet the demands of conducting a mail-in-ballot 
election.  They recently published the attached map that identifies “Voter Assistance Centers”, and “Ballot 
Drop Box Locations” in the north half of the County.  For more information, voters are encouraged to 
contact County Elections if they have questions about their voting eligibility, mail-in-ballots, or voter 
assistance centers. 
 
Some key takeaways here are:  
 

a) All registered voters in Trinidad will receive mail-in-ballots. 
b) The familiar places that have historically served as polling locations (Town Hall, Westhaven Fire 

Hall, etc.) will not be active this year. 
c) You can mail your ballots in, or opt to deliver them to a ballot drop location identified on the 

attached map. 
d) Ballot Drop Box Locations will be active starting October 05, and sealed at 8:00pm on November 

03. 
e) The only ballot drop location in Trinidad will be at Murphy’s Market, with others in nearby 

McKinleyville. 
f) The closest Voter Assistance Centers to Trinidad will be McKinleyville, but that is subject to change. 

 
Attachments:   Voter Assistance and Drop Box Location Map. 
  Candidate Nominee List 
  Impartial Analysis and Argument In Favor of Measure E 



PUeVLdeQWLaO GeQeUaO EOecWLRQ 
NRYHPEHU 3, 2020 

VRWeU AVVLVWaQce CeQWeUV 
NRWe: VRWeU AVVLVWaQce CeQWeU ORcaWLRQV aUe VXbMecW WR cKaQge. 
 
DaWeV aQd HRXUV:  
OFWREHU 31²NRYHPEHU 2, 2020 (8 DP²4 SP) 
NRYHPEHU 3, 2020 (7 DP²� SP) 
PRS-XS LRFDWLRQV: NRYHPEHU 3, 2020 (7 DP²� SP) 
 
MaUNeU VRWeU AVVLVWaQce CeQWeU LRcaWLRQ 

1 MFKLQOH\YLOOH 8QLRQ MLGGOH 6FKRRO 2275 CHQWUDO AYH, MFKLQOH\YLOOH 
2 A]DOHD HDOO 1620 PLFNHWW RG, MFKLQOH\YLOOH 
3 MDG RLYHU RDSLGV R9 PDUN 3501 JDQHV RG, AUFDWD 
4 AUFDWD CRPPXQLW\ CHQWHU 321 DU. MLK JU. PNZ\, AUFDWD 
5 EXUHND PHQWHFRVWDO CKXUFK 1060 HRRYHU 6W, EXUHND 
6 HXPEROGW CRXQW\ OIILFH RI EOHFWLRQV 2426 6WK 6W, EXUHND 
7 EXUHND 9HWHUDQV MHPRULDO BXLOGLQJ 1018 H 6W, EXUHND 
8 CROOHJH RI WKH RHGZRRGV 7351 7RPSNLQV HLOO RG, EXUHND 
9 FRUWXQD 9HWHUDQV MHPRULDO BXLOGLQJ 1426 MDLQ 6W, FRUWXQD 
P PRS-XS LRFDWLRQV 

     HRRSD NHLJKERUKRRG FDFLOLW\ 
     :LOORZ CUHHN CRPPXQLW\ 6HUYLFHV DLVW.  
     HXPEROGW CRXQW\ FDLUJURXQGV 
     6RHXP HHDOWK²GDUEHUYLOOH BUDQFK 

 
11860 HZ\ 96, HRRSD 
135 :LOORZ :\, :LOORZ CUHHN 
1250 5WK 6W, FHUQGDOH 
286 6SURZO CUHHN RG, GDUEHUYLOOH 

BaOORW DURS BR[ LRcaWLRQV (D) 
 
DaWeV aQd HRXUV:  
OFWREHU �²NRYHPEHU 3, 2020  
DURS ER[HV ZLOO EH VHDOHG RQ NRYHPEHU 3, 2020 DW 8 SP. 
 
DURS BR[ LRcaWLRQ 
HXPEROGW CRXQW\ OIILFH RI EOHFWLRQV 2426 6WK 6W, EXUHND 
RD\¶V FRRG PODFH²:LOORZ CUHHN 38915 HZ\ 299, :LOORZ CUHHN 
MXUSK\¶V MDUNHW²7ULQLGDG 1 MDLQ 6W, 7ULQLGDG 
MXUSK\¶V MDUNHW²GOHQGDOH  1451 GOHQGDOH DU, MFKLQOH\YLOOH 
AFH HDUGZDUH²MFKLQOH\YLOOH 2725 CHQWUDO AYH, MFKLQOH\YLOOH 
MXUSK\¶V MDUNHW²:HVWZRRG 100 :HVWZRRG CHQWHU, AOOLDQFH RG, AUFDWD 
MXUSK\¶V MDUNHW²6XQQ\ BUDH 785 BD\VLGH RG, AUFDWD 
MXUSK\¶V MDUNHW²CXWWHQ 4020 :DOQXW DU, EXUHND 
RD\¶V FRRG PODFH²FRUWXQD 195 6. FRUWXQD BOYG, FRUWXQD 
6KRS6PDUW²RHGZD\ 3430 RHGZRRG DU, RHGZD\ 
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THE PROPOSAL:  Measure E asks the voters whether the City of 
Trinidad should extend its 0.75% (three quarters of 1%) increase of the 
transaction and use tax rate (commonly known as the “sales tax”) for an 
additional four years.  Voter approval of this Measure would continue the 
implementation of this 0.75% tax as described below, for a period of four 
years only, effective April 1, 2021 through March 31, 2025.

HOW IT GOT HERE:  The City of Trinidad first adopted a 1% increase 
in the local sales tax by a majority vote of its citizens approving “Measure 
A” on April 13, 2004, implementing the tax for a period of four years only.  
The tax first took effect on January 1, 2005, and expired on December 31, 
2008. The City of Trinidad then adopted a ¾% increase in the local sales 
tax by a majority vote of its citizens approving “Measure I”.  This ¾% tax 
took effect on April 1, 2009 and expired March 31, 2013.  It was renewed 
again as “Measure G” by the voters in November 2012, expired on March 
31, 2017, and renewed for another four years as “Measure G” again, 
beginning April 1, 2017 and set to expire on March 31, 2021.

HOW IT WORKS:  The local sales tax in the City of Trinidad--including 
the additional ¾% approved by the voters--is imposed only on (1) 
sales of most retail goods that occur within the boundaries of the City 
of Trinidad, or (2) certain items (e.g., cars) purchased outside of the 
boundaries but only if the purchaser lives within the boundaries of the 
City of Trinidad.  The way it is imposed, what it is imposed on, and the 
procedure for collecting it are all governed by state law.  It does not apply 
to items which state law exempts from sales tax.

HOW IT IS USED:  The sales tax is a general tax; all revenue generated 
by the local sales tax goes into the City’s General Fund where it is used to 
fund essential government services provided by the City.  These services 
include, but are not limited to, police and fire protection, street and public 
facilities, park, trail and environmental maintenance and protection, 
and services provided by the Town Office.  Police and fire protection 
support services are also provided through these funds to surrounding 
communities on a limited basis.  The ¾% sales tax generates 
approximately $100,000 per year to the City of Trinidad’s General Fund.

A “YES” VOTE MEANS:  A “Yes” vote will continue the existing 
additional ¾% local sales tax through March 31, 2025.

A “NO” VOTE MEANS:  A “No” vote will allow the additional ¾% local 
sales tax to expire on March 31, 2021. 

REQUIREMENT TO PASS:  Measure E requires a majority (50% + 1) 
of those voting in order for it to pass.

IF YOU DESIRE A COPY OF THE FULL TRANSACTION AND USE 
TAX RATE RESOLUTION (No. 2020-10), PLEASE CONTACT 
THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE (409 Trinity St., 677 0223) OR 
THE OFFICE OF ELECTIONS (445-7481) AND A COPY WILL BE 
PROVIDED TO YOU AT NO COST.

MEASURE E
City of Trinidad Impartial Analysis

Vote Yes for the continuation of Trinidad’s 0.75% add-on sales tax! Why? 
Besides being an established part of Trinidad’s revenue since 2004, it’s 
primarily paid for by tourists visiting Trinidad’s restaurants, buying gas 
or taxable items from the market (not food). Tourists add wear and tear 
to our streets and should assist in the cost of providing services such 
as law enforcement and trail maintenance.  The Humboldt Taxpayers 
League supports Measure E because they see it as a responsible sales tax 
to supplement our small-town revenue. The tax provides approximately 
$100,000 of our $650,000 budget.  

During these trying COVID-19 times, many cities are struggling because 
of lost revenue.  Fortunately, our city has always been prudent in its 
expenditures.  Due to our size, Trinidad has a small tax base and revenue 
from visitors through sales tax is essential.  We’re glad to live in such a 
special place, but tourists who want to enjoy it need to contribute their 
fair share as well.

Keep our city financially healthy so that we can continue to provide 
necessary services.  Renewing the ¾ cent add-on sales tax is one way to 
have others share in the cost.  Join the Taxpayers League and others in 
supporting Measure E and Vote Yes on November 3rd!

/s/ Steve Ladwig, Mayor 
/s/ Dwight Miller, Former Mayor

ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE  E
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5. ASBS Storm Water Project Update 
 
 

 



To:        Trinidad City Council 
From:  Becky Price-Hall, Project & Grant Coordinator 
Date:  September 3, 2020 
Re: City and Rancheria ASBS Storm Water Projects 
 
 
Informational Update: 
On July 14, 2020, Council directed staff to expedite completion and submission of the CDP 
Application for both City and Rancheria Storm Water Projects; and to continue efforts to resolve 
outstanding issues with the Rancheria including completion of the Landowner Agreements for 
the City and Rancheria’s Storm Water Projects.  
 
Activities and progress: 
• City staff and Rancheria staff met on August 4, 2020 to discuss coordination regarding our 

respective Storm Water Projects.   
• Staff has been developing information to complete the City Project CDP Application for 

removal of the Storm Water Outfall on Launcher beach. 
• Staff has been processing the Rancheria Project application for Design Review and Grading 

Permit. The City hopes to have the Rancheria Project on the October 21 Planning 
Commission agenda. 

• GHD developed a concept figure for a “Plan B” placement of City's infiltration chambers on 
the City parcel at the beach parking area as an alternative to the “Plan A” placement of 
chambers partially on the Rancheria’s parcel. See attached Figure 1. 

• City and Rancheria staff agreed to submit separate CDP applications to the Coastal 
Commission for their respective projects (rather than submit a combined application). 

City Staff Next Steps: 
• Finalize and submit the City CDP Application to the Coastal Commission. 
• Complete processing Rancheria Project application and place on Planning Commission 

agenda. 
• Determine if City will construct Plan A or Plan B (described above).  If a suitable existing 

easement at the harbor area is identified, meet with the Rancheria to discuss placement of 
City Project infiltration chambers at beach parking area.  

• Develop draft Council authorization for construction and operation of Rancheria Project on 
Galindo Street right-of-way. 

• Continue to provide updates to the Prop 84 ASBS Grant Manager regarding progress toward 
meeting the funder’s November deadline for Coastal Development Permitting and landowner 
agreements.  

Staff Recommendation:  
• No Council action needed.  Continue to address issues of mutual concern and work with the 

Cher-Ae Heights Indian Community of the Trinidad Rancheria in a spirit of collaboration. 
 
Attachments: 

• Figure 1. City Stormwater Parking Lot Concepts A and B 
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DISCUSSION AGENDA ITEM 1 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION ATTACHED 

 
 
 
 

1. Continued Discussion/Decision regarding Van Wycke Trail Connectivity Project Revised Design 
Concept. 
 

 
 

 



AGENDA ITEM  
Date:  September 8, 2020 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SUBJECT: Caltrans Van Wycke Bicycle and Pedestrian Connectivity Active Transportation 
Project 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the City Council: 

1. Open the public hearing and receive staff report and public comment. 
2. Close the public hearing. 
3. Approve Project concept as presented or with one of the following modifications: 

a. Moving or eliminating one or more vista points. 
b. Adjusting placement and/or length of split rail fencing. 

4. Authorize staff to request a formal scope change from Caltrans and proceed with design 
and Right of Way tasks. 

Alternatives to the recommendation are discussed below.  

SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
The Project was approved by the California Transportation Commission (CTC) and programmed 
in the Active Transportation Program (ATP) for $714,000.  
 

Project Phase 

ATP Budget- 
Programmed 

Amount 

Reimbursable 
amount to date 

ATP Budget 
remaining Additional City Funds 

Spent or budgeted 
Project Approvals & 
Environnemental Document 
(PA&ED) 

$ 35,000 $35,000 $0 $14,587 spent  
FY 20-21 $3,000  

Plans, Specifications and Estimates 
(PS&E) 

$ 73,000 $63,240 $9,760  

Right-of-Way (Unspent ATP funds 
may be applied to other phases) 

$ 75,000 $9,973   $65,027 
 

Construction $ 509,000 0 $509,000 FY 21-22 match $ 8,000  

Non-Infrastructure Component: 
Trail Map, Bike and Pedestrian 
Education 

$22,000 $4,476 $17,524 FY 21-22 $1,000  

Total $ 714,000 $112,689 $601,311 $ 14,587 spent 
$12,000 anticipated 

 

DISCUSSION: 
This is a continuance of the public hearing item from August 11, 2020. The project has been duly 
noticed for a public hearing.  The Council has heard the staff report and revised project concept 
and members of the public have had an opportunity to speak on the proposed project, shown in 
Figure 1. The revised project concept and approach is geared to: 



• Protect the cultural and environmental resources in this sensitive area by minimizing soil 
disturbance; 

• Consider public and stakeholder input [about revised project concept within project 
constraints]; 

• Include no decision regarding permanent trail closure at this time; 

• Meet Caltrans grant requirements and schedule; and  

• Protect the existing utilities in the slumped trail section to prevent impacts such as erosion 
should failure of the gravity stormwater drain pipe occur due to continued land movement. 
The proposed utility support concept was presented at the 8/11/20 Council Meeting, and is 
shown in Figure 2.  

The ATP grant funded Van Wycke Bicycle and Pedestrian Connectivity Project has received the 
maximum schedule extensions possible and has run out of time for consideration of other 
alternatives. Project staff have worked very diligently to address concerns raised and to consider 
alternative concepts and ideas.  Staff believes the project concept presented improves pedestrian 
and bicycle safety, protects cultural and environmental resources and utilities on Van Wycke, and 
is paid for with a secured source of grant funding rather than general funds. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
Because the recommended action continues to deliver the project tasks, the Project ATP Grant 
Funding will be available.   
 
Any alternative Council action that delays submitting the scope change request and design task 
for the current project concept would risk termination of the grant and loss of remaining grant 
budget. Caltrans penalizes agencies for failure to complete ATP projects by deducting points on 
future ATP grant applications.   
 
Approved Revised Project Schedule: 

Deadline Item Notes 
Feb - Oct 2020 Stakeholder & public comment process Comment to inform design process 
Sept 8, 2020 Council Authorization to submit scope change and 

proceed with design. 
9/8/20 Council Meeting 

Sept 2020 Develop and submit formal Scope Change Request For Caltrans review and approvals 
October 2020 60% PS&E   
November 2020 R/W Clearance Complete 
12/31/20 100% PS&E Reviewed, ready to submit to Caltrans 
1/6/21 Coastal Development Permit approved  
1/11/21 Submit CON Allocation Request  Submitted to Local Assistance 

 
  



ALTERNATIVES TO STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 
The Council has a range of alternatives to the staff recommendations. If an alternative action is 
taken, staff does not see a path forward that meets the ATP grant requirements. 

1. Take no action or postpone action. This would provide additional time to develop a new or 
different project. There is a high probability that the ATP grant would be terminated. 

2. Choose a different project concept. The deadline for requesting the allocation for 
construction funding could not be met so there is a high probability that the ATP grant 
would be terminated.  
 

 
Staff Recommendation:   

1. Open the public hearing and receive staff report and public comment. 
2. Close the public hearing. 
3. Approve Project concept as presented or with one of the following modifications: 

a. Moving or eliminating one or more vista points. 
b. Adjusting placement and/or length of split rail fencing. 

4. Authorize staff to request a formal scope change from Caltrans and proceed with design 
and Right of Way tasks. 

Attachments:   

• Figure 1. Proposed Revised Project Concept 
• Figure 2. Proposed Utility Support Concept 
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DISCUSSION AGENDA ITEM 2 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION ATTACHED 

 
 
 
 

2. Discussion/Decision regarding Encroachment Permit for Trinidad Coastal Land Trust CCNM Disbursed 

Coastal Festival 

 

 

 
The Trinidad Coastal Land Trust (TCLT) would like to host a ‘disbursed event’ celebrating Trinidad as a 

Gateway to the California Coastal National Monument.  They believe they can host the event in a safe 

manner, in accordance with the plan submitted and approved by the Humboldt County EOC/Joint Information 

Center. 

 

The City, however, requires an Encroachment Permit to be obtained by anyone proposing activity (events, 

construction, etc.) that utilizes public property.  The process authorizes staff to use discretion as to whom the 

permits are circulated to in order to gather input.  In many cases Public Works, Fire, and Police provide the 

signatures necessary to authorize an event to occur.  

 

Due to the sensitive nature surrounding gatherings at this time, staff felt it was necessary to pull the Council 

into the conversation, and hear from the event organizer directly prior to any authorizations given. 

 

This will be the opportunity to gather input, ask questions, and to provide direction to staff and the TCLT as to 

how the City shall handle the application. 



TRINIDAD CITY HALL Dan Berman, City Manager 
P.O. Box 390 Gabriel Adams, City Clerk 
409 Trinity Street 
Trinidad, CA 95570 
(707) 677-3759 Fax 
(707) 677-0223 

 
 

ENCROACHMENT PERMIT - #  
 

Applicant: Trinidad Coastal Land Trust (for the CCNM Gateway)  Date: 8/27/20 
 

 

Address:P.O. Box 457, Trinidad CA, 95570 Phone: 677-2501 
 

 

Length of Permit: Start Date: September 26, 2020 Finish Date: Sept. 26, 2020 
 

 

Type of Encroachment Activity: 
a. Sidewalk, Curb, Drop Curb h. Street Improvements 
b. Sanitary Sewers i. Alley Improvements, Use 
c. Water Mains, Services, etc. j. Hydrant Rental 
d. Storm Drains k. Subdivision Improvements 
e. Sidewalk, Street Closure l. Banner Permits 
f. Encroachment on Sidewalks m. Special Events Permits 
g. Non-City Owned Utilities n. Other 

 
Location and Description of Work: (attach plans) 

 Special event. The Dispersed Trinidad Coastal Festival. The purpose of the event is to celebrate Trinidad as a 
 gateway community for enjoying the California Coastal National Monument. This is a project of the California 
 Coastal National Monument Trinidad Gateway Group. Dispersed information and activity stations will be spread 
 out over Trinidad including on the south side of the restroom at the harbor, on the pier, next to the memorial 
 light house, the Trinidad Head Lighthouse grounds (not the lighthouse itself) Trinidad Bay Memorial Park, in f
 ront of the museum and RQe WabOe iQ SaXQdeU¶V SaUk. The eYeQW It is being done in compliance with county 
 covid-safety guidelines and is entirely outdoors. The event has been approved by the county under their non-
 spectator event application.  This will not be a typical festival where people gather, rather dispersed stations will 
 provide information and activities to small groups (max 10 people, require masks and physical distance of at 
 least 6 feet. The timing of this event is post tourist season and we anticipate 100-200 people spread out over 9 
 locations throughout the day.  Signage and ambassador volunteers will help ensure compliance with covid 
 guidelines. A draft poster for the event is attached as well as the approval for the event from the county.  
 

Contractor: License No: 
 

 

Mailing Address: Phone: 
 

ThiV SeUPiW PXVW be keSW RQ Whe ZRUk ViWe RU aW aSSOicaQW¶V UeVideQce aQd VhRZQ WR aQ\ aXWhRUi]ed ageQW Rf Whe CiW\ 
of Trinidad on request. Required inspections shall be requested by calling 677-0223 between 8:00 AM and 2:00 
PM weekdays, at least 24 hours in advance. In signing this permit, applicant and/or contractor agree to terms and 
conditions stated hereon and attached hereto.  

DATE:   
 

(Signature of applicant or contractor) 
 

FOR CITY USE ONLY ± Check and route for recommendations to: 
 

  Police Dept.      Fire Dept.      Public Works   
  City Council      Pl. Comm.      Water Dept..    
  City Engr.      City Planner      Other   
 
Approved by: 

 
Date: 

 
Fee: 

 
Date: 

 
Certificate of Acceptance: This certifies that the construction authorized by this permit has been inspected and found to 
conform to City of Trinidad Standard Specifications and the requirements of this permit. 

 
Inspected by: Date: 

 



TRINIDAD CITY HALL Julie  Fulkerson,  Mayor 
P.O. Box 390 Gabriel Adams, City Clerk 
409 Trinity Street 
Trinidad, CA 95570 
(707) 677-0223 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ENCROACHMENT PERMIT - IDEMNITY AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 
 
 
 

Section 12.04.090 (J) of the Trinidad Municipal Code states: 
 

"The applicant shall indemnify and hold harmless the city, and its officers and agents, from all suits and 
actions of every name and description brought for, or on account of, any injuries or damages received 
or sustained by, any person or persons, by or from the applicant, applicant's employees or agents, in 
the construction of the work, or by or in consequence of any negligence in guarding the same, or for 
improper materials and/or methods used in construction." 

 
My signature below acknowledges receipt of and agreement to the above indemnity and hold harmless 
agreement on behalf of the applicant. 

 
 
 

  
 

Signature 
 
 Carol Vander Meer 

  
Name (printed) 

 
 8/27/20 
 

Date 



CITY OF TRINIDAD ENCROACHMENT PERMIT – GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

1) Definition: This permit is issued under chapter 5.5 and 6 and Division 2 of the Streets and Highways code. The term encroachment 
is used in this permit as defined in Chapter 6 of said code. Except as otherwise provided for public agencies and franchise holders, 
this permit is revocable at any time. 

2) Acceptance of Provisions: It is understood and agreed by the Permittee that the doing of any work under this permit shall constitute 
acceptance of the provisions. 

3) Prior Right: It is understood and agreed that City has prior right to the use of its rights-of-way. 
4) Notice Prior to Starting Work: Before starting work on which an inspector is required, or whenever stated by a representative of the 

Engineering Division, the Permittee shall notify the City Clerk or the City Engineer, or other designated employee of the City of 
Trinidad. Such notice shall be given at least three (3) days in advance of the date work is to begin. 

5) Permission from Property Owners: Whenever necessary to secure permission from abutting property owners, such authority must 
be secured by the Permittee prior to starting work. 

6) Permit at Work Site: This permit shall be kept at the site of the work. 
7) Protection of Traffic: The Permittee shall cause to be placed, erected, and maintained, all warning signals, lights, barricades, signs, 

and other devices or measures essential to safeguard travel by the general public over and at the site of work authorized herein. 
8) Minimum Interference with Traffic: All work shall be planned and carried out so that there will be the least possible inconvenience to 

the traveling public except for the specific work permitted. 
9) Clean up Right-of-Way: The Permittee shall, at all times, during the progress of the work, keep the road in as neat and clean a 

condition as is possible and upon completion of the work granted herein, shall leave the road in a thoroughly neat, clean, and usable 
condition. 

10) Storage of Material: No material shall be stored within eight (8) feet from the edge of pavement or traveled way. 
11) Standards of Construction: All work shall conform to recognized standards of construction. 
12) Borrow and Waste: Only such borrow and waste will be permitted and within the limits asset forth on the face of this permit. 
13) Supervision: All the work shall be done subject to the supervision of, and to the satisfaction of the City Engineer. 
14) Assignments: Permittee must provide notice and obtain City approval of any proposed assignments to perform work under this 

permit. 
15) Future Moving of Installation: It is understood by Permittee that whenever construction, reconstruction or maintenance work on the 

road or right-of-way may require, the installation provided for herein shall, upon request of the City Engineer, be immediately moved 
by, and at the sole expense of, the Permittee. 

16) Liability for Damages: The Permittee is responsible for all liability for personal injury or property damage which may arise out of work 
herein permitted, or which may arise out of failure on the PermiWWee¶V SaUW, WR SeUfRUP hiV RbOigaWiRQV XQdeU WhiV SeUPiW ZiWh UeVSecW WR 
proper installation and/or maintenance. In the event any claim or such liability is made against the City of Trinidad, or any department, 
officer, or employee thereof, Permittee shall defend, indemnify and hold them and each of them harmless from such claim. Further, 
Permittee shall obtain a similar provision in its contract with any contractor to perform the work herein permitted, which indemnification 
and hold harmless shall include not only the Permittee but also the City of Trinidad, any department, officer or employee thereof. 

17) Making Repairs: If the City shall so elect, repairs to paving which has been disturbed shall be made by its employees and the 
expense thereof shall be borne by the Permittee, who shall purchase and deliver on the road the materials necessary for said work as 
directed by the City Engineer. All payments to laborers, inspectors, etc., employed by the City for or on account of the work herein 
contemplated, shall be made by said Permittee forthwith on receipt of written statement approved by the City Engineer. The City may 
elect to require a deposit before starting repairs, in an amount sufficient to cover the estimated cost thereof. 

18) Care of Drainage: If the work contemplated shall interfere with the established drainage, ample provisions shall be mad by the 
Permitee to provide for it as may be directed by the City Engineer. 

19) Maintenance: The Permitee agrees to exercise reasonable care to maintain properly this encroachment and/or utility trench, and to 
exercise reasonable care in inspecting for and immediately repairing and making good any injury to any portion of the road which 
occurs as a result of the maintenance of the encroachment in the road or as a result of the work done under this permit, including any 
and all injury to the road which would not have occurred had such work not been done or such encroachment not placed therein. 
Maintenance shall include, but is not limited to, cleaning and keeping free from debris all structures included as a part of this 
encroachment. No assignment of maintenance responsibility may be made without approval of the City. 

20) Crossing Roadway: Service and other small diameter pipes shall be jacked or otherwise forced underneath pavement without 
disturbing same. Pavement or roadway shall not be cut unless specifically permitted on the face hereof. Service pipes will not be 
permitted inside of culverts used as drainage structures. 

21) Depth of Pipes: There shall be a minimum of 36 inches of cover over all pipes or conduits, unless specifically excepted by the City 
Engineer. 

22) Backfilling: All excavations shall be backfilled and mechanically compacted immediately after work therein has been completed. No 
portion of the excavation shall be compacted by ponding or jetting. Back filling material shall comply with Section 14 of the California 
Department of Transportation Standard Specifications. 

23) Maintain Surface: The Permittee shall maintain the surface over structures placed hereunder. 
24) Restoration: All pavement, curb, gutter, sidewalk, borrow ditches, pipes, head walls, road signs, trees, shrubbery, and/or other 

permanent road facilities impaired by or as a result of construction operations at the construction site, or at other ground occupied by 
materials and/or equipment shall be restored immediately to a condition as good as or better than existed prior to the construction. 

25) Responsibility: the City of Trinidad will not be held responsible for any damage to any underground or other facilities that have been 
caXVed dXUiQg Whe cRXUVe Rf Whe CiW\¶V QRUPaO PaiQWeQaQce SURcedXUeV. The CiW\ ZiOO QRW aVVXPe aQ\ UeVSRQVibiOiW\, aW aQ\ WiPe, 
should any provisions of this permit not be complied with. 

26) Sight Visibility: The Permittee shall maintain roadside vegetation adjacent to driveways and/or road connections to ensure adequate 
sight distance. 

 
NOTE: 

 
Provisions pertinent to your project will be specified on the Special Provisions sheet of this permit. 

 
DO NOT START WORK UNTIL YOU RECEIVE YOUR APPROVED PERMIT. 
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AGENDA ITEM 
September 8, 2020 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Item: Water Shortage Alert Declaration 
 
As you know, the Planning Commission is working on a drought/water shortage 
contingency plan (WSCP) at the Council’s request. The WSCP is still a work in progress, 
but the Trinidad area is currently experiencing drought conditions, and flows on 
Luffenholtz Creek are getting low. One of the central parts of the WSCP is the creation of 
increasingly severe drought or water shortage stages. Each stage has its own set of actions 
required by both the City and water customers. Although the plan is not yet in effect, 
some of the principles can be applied using tools the City already has.  
 
Stage 0 represents a normal or above-normal water year. 
 
Stage 1, or Water Shortage Alert Stage, is primarily based on below normal rainfall and the 
existence of drought conditions in the area (the exact criteria have not yet been set). 
Rainfall in Eureka is at less than 75% for the water year (Oct. 1 to Sept. 30), and the 
Trinidad area is classified as being in a moderate drought, with areas just to the north, 
south and east of the Humboldt coast classified as being in a severe drought(U.S. Drought 
Portal). Had the WSCP already been in place, this stage would have been enacted earlier in 
the year based on the low rainfall and drought conditions. Declaration of this stage is 
intended to trigger increased monitoring and reporting at the water plant, public outreach, 
voluntary conservation and water waste prohibitions.  
 
Stage 2, or Water Shortage Warning Stage, is intended to be based on a particular low-flow 
on Luffenholtz Creek, although the most recent draft of the WSCP has not yet set this 
number. The City has now been measuring and recording flow on Luffenholtz just 
downstream of the water plant for three or four years, none of which have included 
drought conditions until now. Under the City’s existing water right, the City is required to 
notify the CA Dept of Fish and Wildlife when the flow gets below 0.86 cubic feet per 
second (cfs). This may be a reasonable figure on which to base the enactment or 
declaration of Stage 2.  
 
At their meeting of August 19, 2020, the Planning Commission made a recommendation to 
the City Council to declare a potential water shortage situation and to implement public 
outreach and water conservation measures. This was based on the fact that it is a below 
normal water year, and anecdotal observations that creek levels are getting low. In 
addition, the City’s recent flow measurements indicate that Luffenholtz flows may be at or 
near 0.86 cfs. However, flow measurements are taken below the City’s water plant to 
ensure required bypass flows are being met, but the 0.86 criteria in the City’s water 
allocation should be measured prior to the City’s intake. The City will continue to closely 
monitor the flow situation on Luffenholtz. 
 



Those familiar with Luffenholtz Creek and the City’s water plant ensure us that there is no 
reason to be alarmed at this point. Luffenholtz Creek has a strong summer baseflow, and 
there have been no impacts to the City’s ability to pump and treat enough water to keep 
up with current demand. In addition, such impacts are not imminent. However, it is good 
for people to be aware of the situation and to be prepared in case flows do drop to the 
point of impacting the pumping capacity. Therefore, staff is recommending that the City 
Council consider passing the attached Resolution that would implement portions of the 
City’s water rationing ordinance (Chapter 13.08).  
 
Although no emergency currently exists, the water waste prohibitions and public outreach 
called for in the Resolution are intended to help prevent an emergency from occurring 
should water levels continue to drop, particularly if rainfall starts late this year.  
 
Recommended Action: 
 
Consider and discuss the attached Resolution and take public input. The provisions of the 
Resolution may be modified as needed. Then adopt the Resolution and direct staff to 
commence public outreach and education efforts.  
 
Attachments 
Resolution 2020-16 
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TRINIDAD CITY HALL                                       Gabriel Adams, City Clerk 
P.O. Box 390                                        Steve Ladwig, Mayor 
409 Trinity Street 
Trinidad, CA 95570 
(707) 677-0223 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-16 
 
 

DECLARING DROUGHT CONDITIONS AND IMPLEMENTING WATER CONSERVATION 
MEASURES AS DEFINED BY TRINIDAD MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 13.08 TO PREVENT 

OR MITIGATE AN EMERGENCY 
 
 
WHEREAS, California Water Code section 71642 authorizes the governing body of a municipal water 
district to find the existence or threat of a drought or other threatened or existing water shortage, and that 
finding is prima facie evidence of the fact or matter so found, and such fact or matter shall be presumed 
to continue unchanged unless and until a contrary finding is made by the board by resolution or 
ordinance; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Water Code section 71640, the City may restrict the use of City-supplied water 
during the drought emergency or other water shortage condition and may prohibit the wastage of district 
water or the use of district water during such periods for any purpose other than household uses or other 
restricted uses as the District determines to be necessary; and 
 
WHEREAS, the annual rainfall for the 2019-2020 water year was approximately 75% of normal, and the 
Trinidad area is designated as being in moderate drought conditions.  
 
WHEREAS, preliminary data indicates that Luffenholtz Creek has dropped to its lowest levels since the 
City started continuously monitoring flows (approximately 4 years).  
 
WHEREAS, in 1977, having declared a water shortage emergency, the City Council adopted Ordinance 
160 § 1, 1977 adding Chapter 13.08 Water Rationing; and   
 
WHEREAS, a water shortage alert condition prevails in the area served by the City, due to conditions 
prevailing throughout the state of California, County of Humboldt, and in the service area of the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council shall appoint (2) Council members to serve as the Water Committee and 
work with City staff in the event additional water conservation/rationing measures are necessary in the 
future; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Trinidad City Council, as follows: 
 
1. Pursuant to Water Code section 71642, and for the reasons set forth herein, the City Council finds the 

existence or threat of a drought emergency; and 
 

2. Pursuant to Trinidad Municipal Code 13.08, the City Council may adopt restrictions and prohibitions 
on the delivery and consumption of water within the service area so that the water supply can be 
conserved for the greater public benefit.  To comply with State regulations and to prevent the waste 
and unreasonable use of water and to promote water conservation, each of the following actions is 
prohibited, except where necessary to address an immediate health and safety need or to comply 
with a term or condition in a permit issued by a state or federal agency: 

a. The application of potable water to outdoor landscapes in a manner that causes runoff such that 
water flows onto adjacent property, non-irrigated areas, private and public walkways, roadways, 
parking lots, or structures;  

b. The use of a hose that dispenses potable water to wash a motor vehicle, except where the hose 
is fitted with a shut-off nozzle or device attached to it that causes it to cease dispensing water 
immediately when not in use;  
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c. The application of potable water to driveways and sidewalks; and  
d. The use of potable water in a fountain or other decorative water feature, except where the water 

is part of a recirculating system; 
e. The application of potable water to outdoor landscapes during and within 48 hours after 

measurable rainfall; 
f.    The irrigation with potable water outside of newly constructed homes and buildings in a manner 

inconsistent with regulations or other requirements; and 
 

3. Pursuant to Trinidad Municipal Code 13.08, the water committee and the City Manager have the duty 
and are authorized to enforce the provisions of the chapter. Violations and penalties are provided by 
the Water Rationing codes.  Staff has been directed to provide public education about the prohibited 
water uses, water conservation and the drought conditions.  
 

4. Pursuant to Water Code section 71641 and Government Code section 6061, the City of Trinidad shall 
publish in a newspaper of general circulation any ordinance setting forth the restrictions, prohibitions, 
and exclusions determined by the City to be necessary under Water Code section 71640; and 
 

5. This drought alert or water shortage condition shall be presumed to continue unchanged unless and 
until a contrary finding is made by the board by resolution or ordinance; and 
 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE TRINIDAD CITY COUNCIL of Humboldt County of the State of 
California on Tuesday, September 08, 2020. 
 
I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly adopted by the Trinidad City 
Council by the following vote:  
 
Ayes:     
Noes:   
Absent:   
Abstain:   
 
Attest: 
 
 
________________________    _________________________ 
Gabriel Adams      Steve Ladwig 
Trinidad City Clerk     Mayor 
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DISCUSSION AGENDA ITEM 4 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION ATTACHED 

 
 
 
 

4. Discussion/Decision regarding First Reading of Ordinance 2020-01; Extending the .75% Transaction 
and Use Tax For General Purposes to Continue to be Administered by the California Department of 
Tax and Fee Administration if Adopted by the Voters at the November General Election. 

 
 

 



 

 

DISCUSSION AGENDA ITEM 
 
Date: Tuesday, September 08, 2020 
 
 
Item: Discussion/Decision regarding First Reading of Ordinance 2020-01; Extending the .75% Transaction 

and Use Tax For General Purposes to Continue to be Administered by the California Department of 
Tax and Fee Administration if Adopted by the Voters at the November General Election. 

 
Summary:   Ordinance 2020-01 is required by the California Department of Tax and Fee Administration 
(CDTFA) to be in place prior to the election November 03, 2020 General Election, whereby the City of 
Trinidad voters will be asked whether to extend the .75% Sales Tax another 4-years.   
 
This Ordinance will authorize the CDTFA to postpone efforts to terminate the existing tax rate prior to the 
sunset date of March 31, 2021, and adopt a new termination date IF the sales tax extension passes 
successfully in November.   
 
If the measure does not pass, this ordinance will become null and void. 
 
A legal notice was summarized, and published in the Mad River Union a minimum of 5 days prior to this 
hearing as required.  A second notice will be published with the outcome of this hearing, and a second 
reading of the Ordinance will be heard either at a second meeting in September, or at the October 13 regular 
meeting – whichever comes first.   
 
The Ordinance will become effective if Measure E passes in November. 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments:   Ordinance 2020-01. 
   Legal Notice Published 
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TRINIDAD CITY HALL                                                STEVE LADWIG, MAYOR                  
P.O. BOX 390                                                      GABRIEL ADAMS, CITY CLERK 

409 Trinity Street 
Trinidad, CA 95570 
(707) 677-0223 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-01 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TRINIDAD EXTENDING THE ¾% TRANSACTIONS AND USE TAX FOR 

GENERAL PURPOSES TO CONTINUE TO BE ADMINISTERED BY THE  
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TAX AND FEE ADMINISTRATION 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to California Revenue and Taxation Code Sections 7285.9 and 7290, the City of Trinidad 
(the "City") has the authority to levy a Transactions and Use Tax for general purposes; 
 
WHEREAS, a majority of the voters of the City approved a three-quarter percent (¾% or .75) Transactions and 
Use Tax at an election held in November 2008, and renewed the measure again in 2012 and 2016; 
 
WHEREAS, the City's Transactions and Use Tax Ordinance is found in Chapter 3.08 of the City's Municipal Code; 
 
WHEREAS, City of Trinidad Ordinance 2016-02, Section 16 sets forth a "Termination Date" which was extended 
by majority approval of the voters in November 2016 to March 31, 2021, at which time Ordinance 2016-02 will be 
repealed unless an extension or re-authorization is approved by the voters of the City at an election called for that 
purpose; and 
 
WHEREAS, an extension or re-authorization of the City's Transactions and Use Tax will be submitted to the voters 
to extend the "Termination Date" of Ordinance 2016-02 to March 31, 2025. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Trinidad does hereby ordain as follows:  
Section 1.  Amendment.  The definition of "Termination Date" in Section 16 of the City of Trinidad Ordinance 
2016-02 of the City's Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 
15.19.020 Definitions  
(c) "Termination date" initially means March 31, 2025, and as of that date this Ordinance is repealed unless an 
extension or re-authorization of this Article is approved by the voters of the City at an election called for that purpose. 
 
Section 2. Approval by the Voters.    This Ordinance shall be submitted to the voters at an election to be held on 
Tuesday, November 03, 2020.  Upon approval by a simple majority of the voters of the City voting on this 
Ordinance, the Transactions and Use Tax set forth in Ordinance 2016-02 of the City's Municipal Code shall be re-
authorized and extended through and including March 31, 2025.  
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 08th day of September, by the following vote of the City Council:  
 
Ayes:   
Noes:   
Absent:  
Abstain:  
 
Attest:         

 
_________________________     _________________________ 
Gabriel Adams       Steve Ladwig 
Trinidad City Clerk       Mayor

First Reading: September 08, 2020 
Second Reading:  



 

 

 
 
 

City of Trinidad 
Legal Notice 

 
Adoption of Ordinance 2020-01; Authorizing the California Department of Tax and Fee 
Administration to Continue the .75% Sales Tax to be Administered if Approved by the Voters at 
the General Election in November 2020. 
 
The Trinidad City Council will consider the first reading of Ordinance 2020-01 at a regular meeting to 
be held on Tuesday, September 08, 2020.   
 
Summary of Ordinance 2020-01 
 
Ordinance 2020-01 is required by the California Department of Tax and Fee Administration (CDTFA) to 
be in place prior to the election November 03, 2020 General Election, whereby the City of Trinidad 
voters will be asked whether to extend the .75% Sales Tax another 4-years.  The Ordinance will 
authorize the CDTFA to postpone efforts to terminate the existing tax rate prior to the sunset date of 
March 31, 2021, and adopt a new termination date should the sales tax extension pass successfully in 
November.   
 
The full text of Ordinance 2020-01 is available for public inspection at the Trinidad Town Hall, City 
Clerk’s office, 409 Trinity Street, Trinidad, CA, Monday through Friday between 9:00 am and 2:00 pm. 
It is also available electronically via www.trinidad.ca.gov. Ordinance 2020-01 will take effect 31 days 
following adoption. 
 
Gabriel Adams 
Trinidad City Clerk 
707-677-0223 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DISCUSSION AGENDA ITEM 5 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION ATTACHED 

 
 
 
 

6. Discussion/Decision regarding Councilmember Committees and Assignments. 
 

 
 
This item was requested by the Council at the August meeting. 
 
Councilmembers represent the City on regional boards and committees that serve the community, ranging from 
transportation (HCAOG) and energy (RCEA), but also on local groups such as the Trinidad Coastal National 
Monument team and the Trails Committee. 
 
The process of assigning, confirming, or re-assigning Council committee is regularly performed following 
General Elections every two years when new members are elected.  However, there are no requirements that 
would restrict a sudden ‘changing of the guard’ prompted by events such as Councilmember resignations, or 
regular meeting changes that conflict with member schedules. 
 
Newly appointed Councilmember Richard Clompus has expressed interest in expanding his role by taking on 
additional assignments.  He was appointed following the resignation of Dwight Miller, and assumed Miller’s 
duties by default through his remaining term (or at least until the November election results are certified and the 
Council seats are claimed).   
 
The current assignment list is attached.  This will be an opportunity for the Council to discuss how to proceed. 



Committee Assignments: As of July 10, 2019. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REP 

 
ALT 

Humboldt Waste Management Authority   HWMA  
 

Miller   West 

Humboldt County Association of Governments  HCAOG 
 

West Davies 

Tsurai Management Plan Implementation Committee West 
 

No Alt. 

Redwood Regional Economic Development Corp.  RREDC Ladwig 
 

Grover 

HTA Humboldt Transit Authority  HTA Ladwig 
 

West 

Redwood Coast Energy Authority  RCEA Miller 
 

Grover 

CCNM Trinidad Gateway Committee Miller 
 

Ladwig 

Humboldt County Convention & Visitors Bureau   HCCVB. - 
 

Miller 

Office of Emergency Services  OES Grover 
 

Ladwig 

Hazardous Materials Response Authority  HMRA 
 

Grover West 

Indian Gaming Benefit Committee Miller 
 

West 

Humboldt Mayors Committee Ladwig 
 

West 

Tribal Government Liaison – (Trinidad Rancheria/Yurok Tribe) 
 

Baker, Ladwig West 

League of CA Cities 
 

Naffah Grover 

Trinidad Trails Committee 
 

Davies West 

 
 

  

   
   
 
 
  
 
 


