
















 
                                                                                                                                           

Tsurai Ancestral Society 

P.O. Box 62 

Trinidad, Ca.  95570 

 

06/14/2021 

City of Trinidad Planning Commission 

409 Trinity Street 

Trinidad, CA 95570 

Cc: City Planner, City Council,  

 

RE: Agenda Item 1: Civic Club 2021-05 Design Review, Use Permit, and Grading Permit for a 

New Permanent Foundation and Associated Improvements for the Trinidad Memorial 

Lighthouse and Approximately Its Current Location. Located at Trinidad Harbor; APN:042-071-

008 

  

Dear Planning Commission,  

The Tsurai Ancestral Society respectfully recommends the project be denied and Civic 

Club allowed time to find an appropriate site that does not negatively impact the ceremonial 

site, Tsurewa (Trinidad Head). 

The Tsurai people believe that a young man from Tsurai, once told his sister he would 

like to see a pretty hill created here. The young Tsurai man then went down to the beach and 

gathered a pile of sand in his hands. He made the pile round and set it down again. The young 

man then sat down upon it and said, “I wish you would be higher.” In response, the sand grew 

higher. After some time had passed, the young man again said, “I wish you would be a little 

higher” and again the sand grew even higher at his request. Satisfied, he looked around and 

said, “That is all.”. This Tsurai creation story then goes on to instruct the Tsurai on Tsurewa’s 

ceremonial uses, forever making this a sacred place.  

Long before there was a Trinidad Civic Club, or replica Lighthouse, Trinidad, and the 

greater area around it, was inhabited by the Yurok people of the village of Tsurai.  Its where we 



practiced our culture, made medicine, and buried our loved ones. It is where we still live, its 

where we still pray and practice the old ways and protect those buried in the village like our 

ancestors did before us.  

Tsurewa (Trinidad Head) is one of the most powerful prayer sites of the Tsurai Village 

and part of our creation story as told above. From it’s top, you can see a large portion of the 

expansive ancestral territory the Tsurai Village once enjoyed. All of which has since been seized, 

subdivided, logged and other sacred sites permanently destroyed. 

When the Trinidad Civic Club first proposed the moving of the Memorial Lighthouse in 

2017, the Tsurai Ancestral Society suggested placing it at Saunders Park, near the Museum or 

storing it in another location until a suitable place could be located that did not impact 

irreplaceable cultural resources in a destructive way. This suggestion was ignored and dismissed 

as being impossible to achieve.  

After disregarding the concerns of impact to the ceremonial trail and cultural resources 

located near the site as expressed by both the Tsurai Ancestral Society and Yurok Tribe, the 

Trinidad Rancheria and Civic Club proceeded ahead with the destructive project. The project 

was stopped by protestors shortly after ground disturbance occurred under the supervision of 

the Rancheria’s cultural monitor. Public outcry via an occupation of the Memorial Lighthouse, 

by lineal descendants and alleys eventually forced the Civic Club and Rancheria to rethink the 

project. The Rancheria offered a temporary location next to the parking lot of the Harbor 

Property, near the base of Tsurewa (Trinidad Head). An MOU was developed between the 

Yurok Tribe, Civic Club, and Rancheria. The Tsurai Ancestral Society did not sign and does not 

have a signature line on the document due to the objection over the placement. The Tsurai 

Ancestral Society’s objection was due to the sensitive location and assumption that the Civic 

Club would eventually apply to keep it there permanently despite it being named a temporary 

site.  

The Tsurai Ancestral Society was not a part of subsequent meetings and discussions 

regarding the permanent site for the TML and removal of the concreate pad on the Civic Club 

property. Some meetings we only heard about after they happened and some meetings, we 

declined to attend due to the hostile environment at that time. During 2018, then Mayor Susan 

Rotwein and City Council took steps to minimize the voice of the lineal descendants of Tsurai, 

we assume, in retribution for the occupation. The Mayor even went so far as to reach out to Big 

Lagoon’s Chairperson and discuss the Tsurai Ancestral Society with him. She then later stated to 

a Tsurai Representative, that if the Tsurai Ancestral Society continued, that Big Lagoon 

Rancheria would also claim rights to Tsurai.  

In 2021, the Secretary for the Tsurai Ancestral Society received a dinner invitation from 

Patti Fleschner of the Civic Club, and after some back-and-forth emails, it was never made clear 

if the social invitation was made regarding the project or just for social purposes. Either way, 



the Tsurai cordially invited Ms. Fleschner to attend a Tsurai Ancestral Society meeting to discuss 

any matters she felt would be relevant. This invitation still stand but has yet to be accepted.  

Due to the political attacks, and limited availability of information, the Tsurai Ancestral 

Society has only just recently been able to review the project along with all the rest of the 

general public.  

Given the shear height of the proposed project, the amount of construction, the depth 

being dug, projected amount of soil removal, and approximation of ground disturbing activities, 

as well as visual impact to an identified sacred/ceremonial site, the Tsurai do not agree this 

project would qualify as CEQA Exempt. In other locations within California, such as north of 

Trinidad at Patrick’s Point State Park, the projects conducted within the park are routinely 

found to be within CEQA’s purview just due to the area being a temporary village site alone. 

The City of Trinidad is a permanent village site, but rarely ever has a project that does not fall 

under the exemption finding even when it’s brought to the City’s attention as having a potential 

to impact cultural resources. This must change. 

The City is responsible for protecting these sacred sites as well. It’s part of the history 

and reason the place exists today. Sometimes citizens need the help of local governments to 

remind them to respect not just colonial history, but all of history and that includes the Tsurai 

people. If we are to move forward, we need to decolonize our shared history of this place. That 

means, we protect all pieces of that shared history, not just the non-Native. In order to create a 

more equitable community, it cannot be with further harm to Tsurai culture. We have sacrificed 

enough, wouldn’t you think?  

 

 

Sincerely,  

The Tsurai Ancestral Society 

 










































































































