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June 16, 2021 

City of Trinidad Planning Commission 

409 Trinity Street 

Trinidad, CA 95570 

Cc: City Planner, City Council,  

 

RE: Agenda Item 1: Civic Club 2021-05 Design Review, Use Permit, and Grading Permit for a New Permanent 

Foundation and Associated Improvements for the Trinidad Memorial Lighthouse and Approximately Its Current 

Location. Located at Trinidad Harbor; APN:042-071-008 

 

Members of the Trinidad Planning Commission, 

 

The Yurok Tribe recently became aware of a proposed project to permanently relocate the Trinidad Memorial Lighthouse 

within the harbor of Trinidad. This news comes as a surprise to the Tribe as we have previously informed you that the area 

around the temporary location is also an invaluable sacred site. We do not support the new site or the way it was rolled 

out. It is concerning to have first learned about this project via the article in the Times-Standard dated March 8th 2021, 

rather than from the Civic Club or the City of Trinidad directly. It is tiresome to have to constantly react to projects in the 

Trinidad area, rather than having direct conversations about how we can partner and work together.  In addition to the lack 

of communication, there are several serious issues related to the project and the way it’s being portrayed in the media and 

in the record submitted by the Civic Club. 

 

First, the Civic Club’s effort to move the memorial lighthouse completely disregards your obligation to communicate and 

consult with the Yurok Tribe when projects are planned in our ancestral homelands, which as you are well aware includes 

the town now known as Trinidad. The Yurok Tribe spent a considerable amount of time and effort working with all 

stakeholders to come up with a neutral, mutually agreeable location for the lighthouse. The temporary location was 

evaluated during our meetings and discussions surrounding the project. The Yurok Tribe and lineal descendants of Tsurai 

Village made it abundantly clear that this location wasn’t a permeant solution.   

 

The Tribe has endeavored to understand and respect the historical significance of the lighthouse to the Civic Club but it 

seems like the Club refuses to have mutual respect and understanding for our sacred sites and heritage. The land that is 

now Trinidad is our homeland.  We would like to share with you a basic summary of our history in the Trinidad area. 

Your acknowledgement of this history would go a long way. Our people have endured and survived historical traumas 

including the attempted genocide of our ancestors from the vigilantes who massacred our women, men, elders and 

children as well as the policies of the federal and state government, which tried to erase us from the land, physically and 

spiritually. Humboldt County and Trinidad were directly involved in these egregious acts of violence. Trinidad was a 

primary hub for the 1849 gold rush in California, an event that killed and removed Yurok people from Trinidad and 

nearby Yurok villages. Despite our horrific history, we are still here today. We are extremely dedicated to protecting the 

sacred for our future generations so that they don’t have to live in a racist world where they are not respected.  

The Civic Club’s public position during the lead up to the removal of Trinidad Memorial Lighthouse and the way the 

Club is presently trying to undermine the tribal community in the media perpetuates this history. In the March 8th 2021 

article in the Times-Standard, there are several quotes filled with misinformation about the history of the descendant-led 

movement to protect sacred places and burial locations. 

 



 

The following statements by Patti Fleschner are an example of the mischaracterization of the positive movement and the 

issue in general: “Generally I feel like we have the community behind us” and “We hope that all the negativity energy that 

was exerted in 2018 will not be a part of this project.” These claims completely disregard the sacrifices made during the 

events in 2018. To see a self-proclaimed historian of the area make these narrow-sighted statements is appalling. Equally 

concerning is the claim that Yurok people and the people who do not agree with the Civic Club are not a part of the 

Trinidad community. We are not only a part of the community but our voice matters.  We cannot be silent when 

individuals attempt to whitewash historical facts and the events that surround Native people’s long-term occupation of our 

homelands. This approach is the same as the one that was employed to keep Native people out of the decision-making 

process.  

 

The second quote takes what we believe was a beautiful movement led by the descendants of Tsurai, the Yurok Tribe and 

supporters from the community and describes it as a negative manner. Anyone who was willing to show up to the 

occupation and listened to us left the area with a positive understanding of our plight. Moreover, it is extremely offensive 

to hear you say that people protecting the sacred are negative.  

 

We are now in the 21st century and the Yurok people aren’t simply trying to survive anymore. We are our own historians, 

anthropologists, biologists, lawyers and leaders. We have and always will be a sovereign nation that deserves 

understanding and respect. We are very much a part of the community. There is huge benefit to working with the Tribe 

and the descendants that we represent, its time for the Trinidad Civic Club to join the times. Additionally, this inclusive 

approach is supported by many initiatives both nationally and within the State of California, such as Governor Gavin 

Newsom’s apology on behalf of the State for the genocide perpetrated against Native Americans in the state. The 

governor not only apologized, he pledged to take action to correct historic wrongs and formed the California Truth and 

Healing Council, of which Yurok Vice Chairperson Frankie Myers is an appointed member.  

 

Furthermore, the following Civic Club statement is premature and inaccurate: “We can’t think of any reason, it’s not 

blocking the view and the harbor area is a welcoming spot for it, so I don’t know what issues could come up that would 

impede our project.” (Time Standard Article March 8th 2021). If you would have consulted the Yurok Tribe and 

descendants, it would have been clear that is an inappropriate location. There is a sacred site that will be impacted by a 

permanent monument within its viewshed. We ask that Civic Club stops assuming what will or will not impact Yurok 

Cultural Resources and start working collaboratively with effected community members. We have a long track record of 

taking actions that improve the communities within our ancestral territories. 

 

The information about Cultural Resources included in your packet tonight does not consider the visual impact and the 

direct impact of the lighthouse on the Trinidad Head as a Yurok sacred site. Furthermore, the City of Trinidad has an 

obligation to consult with the Tribe on a government to government basis for projects that will have a direct impact to our 

Cultural Resources. It’s also important to note that there isn’t any consultation or mention of Yurok Tribal Monitors being 

present during the construction of this project. 

 

The Yurok Tribe is disappointed in the failure of the Trinidad Civic Club to recognize the connection and history of 

Yurok people in the area of Trinidad. We do not and will not support a permanent location for the Memorial Lighthouse 

that will once again negatively impact Yurok sacred sites. Please contact us at your earliest convenience to determine a 

productive path forward.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosie M. Clayburn 

Tribal Heritage Preservation Officer  

Yurok Tribe 

PO Box 1027 

Klamath, CA 95548 

 


