
From: Richard Johnson
To: Trinidad City Clerk
Subject: Public Comment Agenda Item #5 CC Meeting June 8, 2021
Date: Tuesday, June 08, 2021 9:06:56 AM

Good Morning Gabe,

Please submit this public comment to the City Council and City staff for their
consideration.  Thanks

Re:      City Council Meeting, Tuesday, June 8, 2021

            Discussion/Action Agenda, Item No. 5

            Water Shortage Response Team / Oppose Proposed Modification of WSRT

                                                                       

Dear Mayor Ladwig and Members of the City Council,

 

            With respect, I disagree with and oppose the proposed amendment to the
Drought and Water Shortage Contingency Plan, which proposed amendment would
change the composition and reduce the size of the Water Shortage Response Team
(WSRT).  The proposed amendment – jointly proposed by the members of the
Agenda Review Committee composed of the Mayor, Vice-Mayor, and City
Administrator (sometimes also known as the Executive Committee) would eliminate
the City’s technical staff from the WRST – i.e., the Public Works Director, City
Engineer, City Planner, and a member of the Planning Commission.  

 

            Elimination of technical expertise from the WRST, and consolidation of
decisionmaking in the non-expert Agenda Review Committee is not a good idea,
because water supply emergencies are a combined result of weather, water delivery
infrastructure, and urban planning issues – matters within the expertise of the City’s
technical staff.   The only rationale offered by the Agenda Review Committee for the
proposed elimination of staff expertise is that consolidation of authority in the three-
member Agenda Review Committee could be “more efficient in times of an
emergency”.  But decisions can be made quickly these days by phone conferences
and remote meetings on Zoom and such technologies. 

 

            Even – maybe especially – in times of emergency, the best decisions are the
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best-informed decisions, not necessarily the quickest.

 

Respectfully submitted,

Richard Johnson



 
                                                                                                                                           

Tsurai Ancestral Society 

P.O. Box 62 

Trinidad, Ca.  95570 

06/08/2021 

City of Trinidad 

409 Trinity Street 

Trinidad CA 95570 

City Council 

Cc: City Manager; City Planner;  

Grant Coordinator, Rebecca Price-Hall 

 

 

 

RE: Consent Agenda: 5. Ocean Protection Council Grant Consultant Agreement 

 

Dear City Council,  

 The Tsurai Ancestral Society respectfully submits the following comments regarding the 
Ocean Protection Council Grant Consultant Agreement. 

  Under section 2.3 Community Meeting, in Exhibit A. Scope of Services Between City of 
Trinidad and Greenway Partners for Trinidad Community Coastal Resilience Planning Project—
Task 2 Community Engagement and Partnership Services, the Tsurai request the following 
addition: “Planning Partners (Tsurai Management Team, Tsurai Ancestral Society, Yurok Tribe, 
the Trinidad Rancheria, City of Trinidad,)” 

 



Background:  

In discussions with the City Manager and City Grant Coordinator prior to the Tsurai 
Ancestral Society agreeing to support the City applying for the grant, the Tsurai Ancestral 
Society requested the Tsurai Management Team be identified as a Planning Partner and were 
under the impression this was being honored. The Yurok Tribe also requested this in joint 
meetings we had with the city staff. (Please see attachment A.) The Tsurai Ancestral Society’s 
reasoning for sending a letter of support was due to the City’s willingness to work through and 
with the Tsurai Management Team. This is reflected in our support letter identified below as 
attachment B.  

Further, the Tsurai Study Area, Old Home Beach and other sensitive locations along 
Trinidad’s coastal waterfront are sacred places to the Tsurai people and Yurok Tribe. While they 
are also public spaces, they have been preserved since time immemorial because of their 
importance to Tsurai. Whether it’s the modern use of our traditional trail systems for travel and 
beach access or enjoying the views from the beautiful coastline, the Tsurai’s work in the 
maintenance and preservation of both the sacred and public interest is reflected in the Tsurai 
Management Team and all the work we have done as a group to create a plan for the area. We 
appreciate the City’s continued participation in those Team meetings and look forward to the 
upcoming sessions.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

The Tsurai Ancestral Society   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ATTACHEMENT A 
 
From: <rpricehall@trinidad.ca.gov> 
Date: Tue, Nov 10, 2020 at 3:17 PM 
Subject: Coordination regarding planning proposal 
To: Sarah Lindgren-Akana <mzlindgren79@gmail.com>, Rosie Clayburn 
<rclayburn@yuroktribe.nsn.us>, Geneva Thompson <gthompson@yuroktribe.nsn.us> 
Cc: Eli Naffah <citymanager@trinidad.ca.gov> 
 

Hi Sarah, Rosie and Geneva, 
Here is the Pre-Application brief project proposal submitted in September and a word 
version with some quick edits per our conversation today.  I hope to send the very 
incomplete rough draft of the proposal later today. I am committed to submitting the best, 
most competitive proposal possible so welcome your edits/suggestions.  
 
For the meeting tonight, I would appreciate your assistance with language that Eli or I could 
read about how we will be including the Tsurai Management Team as a planning partner in 
the project or something to the effect that  "the Tsurai Ancestral Society and the Yurok 
Tribe agreed to participate in the project, and that the Tsurai Management Team meetings 
be the first step in plan development."  
 
Because the timeline is very tight, I would like to be mindful of not asking too much of you 
in the next couple of days.  As we discussed, not everything needs to be figured out before 
we submit the application. A detail budget is not required for the application. 
 
A couple of things you could consider either this week or in the next month or so: 
*Relevant literature, studies or plans that would be appropriate to reference could be 
referenced 
*The City's contract planner and engineer will be included in team and in the budget.  Does 
the Tribe/TAS have staff or consultants that would be appropriate to be included in the 
project team and in the budget?  
*The full application includes resumes/CVs for members of the project team. 
*If resources will be proposed or committed without requesting grant reimbursement, this 
could be considered match.  Let me know if you would like anything included in the match 
budget at this time.  
 
I am pleased to be working with you to improve this project.  
Thank you, 
Becky 
 
Becky Price-Hall 
City of Trinidad 
463 Trinity Street 
Trinidad CA 95570 
707-499-6454 
 
 
 
 



 
ATTACHMENT B 

 
 

 
 

Tsurai Ancestral Society 
PO Box 62 

Trinidad, CA  95570 
 
 
11/12/2020 

 
 
Letter of Support for the grant application submission; Trinidad Community Coastal 
Resilience Planning Project   
 
 
Dear Ocean Protection Council, 
 

The Tsurai Ancestral Society (Tsurai) is writing to express support for the City of 
Trinidad grant submission regarding coastal resilience planning.  
 

The Tsurai Ancestral Society (Tsurai) is a 501(c)3 non-profit made up of direct lineal 
descendants of the Yurok Tribal village of Tsurai, and member of the Tsurai Management Team. 
We are the southernmost village within the Yurok Tribes aboriginal territory. Our traditional 
boundaries are from Little River to the south, west into the ocean, including Trinidad Head, the 
sea stacks and other landscape features within the viewshed of the village; north to Patrick’s 
Point; and east approximately ten miles inland. The nucleus of our village is located along the 
bluff in the City of Trinidad and identified as the Tsurai Study Area.   
 

The Tsurai Ancestral Society is a committed steward of the Tsurai Village. We 
participate in local, state, and federal government processes when advocating for protection, 
management, and restoration of the Tsurai Village.  In addition, the Tsurai worked through the 
Tsurai Management Team, to assist the Yurok Tribe in writing the Tsurai Management Plan. 
This Plan was created to identify and implement projects for the 12.5 acres known as the Tsurai 
Study Area. We work closely with the Yurok Tribe as our village is a Yurok Tribal village. We 
are not affiliated with any other Tribe or Rancheria.  
  



The Tsurai appreciate the Tsurai Management Team’s commitment to work toward and 
guide the enhancement, restoration, and management of this coastal village. We also appreciate 
the ability to work collaboratively and effectively with the academic and scientific community 
on this important work. The Pacific Northwest Coast, associated habitats, fisheries, shellfish, 
marine mammals and seaweeds have been central to the life of the Yurok Tribe, and especially 
significant to our own coastal village and culture since time immemorial. These traditional 
resources continue to fulfill subsistence, economic, cultural, and ceremonial needs of the Tsurai 
people within our aboriginal territory, and Yurok Tribal people within the greater Yurok Tribal 
aboriginal territory. Sea level rise, climate change, bluff instability, protection of cultural 
resources while providing coastal access have all been areas of concern for the Tsurai, Yurok 
Tribe, City of Trinidad and California Coastal Conservancy, collectively known as the Tsurai 
Management Team.  

 
The impacts of bluff instability upon the coastline of the City of Trinidad has impacted 

the Tsurai in a unique way. Unearthed resources due to slides and erosion have revealed human 
remains of historic and ancient Tsurai Village inhabitants, provided opportunity for looting and 
digging within the 12.5 acres itself, and along the beach bluff. The activity of illegal digging, 
illegal vegetation cutting, sea level rise, drainage concerns, and erosion have escalated in the last 
several years. Trinidad’s bluffs have been gradually slipping toward the beach with areas of 
specific deep, concern identified in the Tsurai Management Plan.  
 

This grant would enable planning through the Tsurai Management Team for projects 
identified within the Tsurai Management Plan. We look forward to the City of Trinidad’s success 
in securing grant funds.   
 
 

Sincerely, 

The Tsurai Ancestral Society 

 



From: paula levine
To: Trinidad City Clerk
Subject: agenda suggestion
Date: Tuesday, June 08, 2021 1:47:46 PM

1.Instead of receiving public comments towards the beginning of the agenda, it would be more
useful to have the opportunity to comment on an agenda item after the item was discussed. For
example, The Water Shortage Response Team is going to be discussed by the Council at the
end of the meeting. I am very interested in all agenda items pertaining to Water, and would
probably have something hopefully useful to say after I heard what the Council has to say... 
But I have no idea what the Council has in mind and no opportunity to provide feedback until
next month... when whatever I write may likely end up on a dusty back shelf somewhere in
City files with other potentially useful comments, opinions, and engineering reports.
2. Regarding the WSRT and putting it on this month's agenda, it would have been helpful if
you want us interested water customers involved, to write a paragraph or two giving a
synopsis of what you will be discussing.
Thank you for your time,
:) Paula Levine
Mill Creek Lane 
30 year water customer
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