
TRINIDAD CITY HALL                                    Steve Ladwig, Mayor 

P.O. Box 390                                                       Gabriel Adams, City Clerk 
409 Trinity Street 
Trinidad, CA 95570  

(707) 677-0223 

 
Posted:  Thursday, April 15, 2021 
 

NOTICE AND CALL OF THE QUARTERLY MEETING OF THE  
 

TRINIDAD TRAILS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
The Trinidad Trails Advisory Committee will meet on  

TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 2021 at 5:00 PM 
 

In accordance with Executive Order N-29-20 this meeting will be held via videoconference, and will 
be hosted on the Zoom* Platform (*note the change from Webex). Learn more about Zoom here: 
https://zoom.us/ 
  
PUBLIC COMMENT: Public comment may be submitted via email in advance of the meeting, or accepted 
in an orderly process during the conference. If you do not have access to the internet and would like to 
provide a written statement, please deliver your comment to 409 Trinity Street, Trinidad CA, by 2:00pm, 
Monday, April 19, 2021. Email comments to azetter@trinidad.ca.gov  Comments will be accepted during 
the meeting, and included in the public record.  
 
HOW TO PARTICIPATE: The meeting link and participant code is located on the calendar page of the 
City Website: https://trinidad.ca.gov/calendar  Click on the appropriate date to access all the information.  
 
Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86558815631?pwd=aWhEcXpnWmFPTy9PelIyMlkyRlUwZz09 
Password: 847739 
 
To phone in, dial 866-434-5269 (US Toll Free) Conference code: 915646 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 10-20-2020 

 
III. ITEMS FROM THE FLOOR 

 
IV. STAFF/COUNCIL REPORTS 

 
V. COMMITTEE MEMBER REPORTS 
 
VI. DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 

1. Discussion/Recommendation: Uniform Trailhead Signage 
2. Discussion/Recommendation: Removing Street Style Barricades From Trailheads 
3. Review/Discuss: Content of Trinidad Head Trail Wayside Sign that the Trinidad 

Coastal Land Trust Has Agreed to Help Replace. 
 

VII. REQUEST FOR FUTURE ITEMS 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Angela Zetter 
Trinidad Administrative Support 

mailto:azetter@trinidad.ca.gov
https://trinidad.ca.gov/calendar
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86558815631?pwd=aWhEcXpnWmFPTy9PelIyMlkyRlUwZz09
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR QUARTERLY MEETING OF THE TRINIDAD TRAILS 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2020 VIA WEBEX 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL (5:00 pm) 

Committee Members Present: Davies, Kenny, Kelly 

Alternate Committee Members Present: Laos 

Late Alternate Committee Members: West  

Committee/Alternate Members Absent: Brown, Clayburn, Myers 

City Staff: Zetter 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

August 18, 2020 

Motion (Kenny/Kelly) to approve the August 18, 2020 minutes as amended. Passed (4-0). Passed 

unanimously. Minor grammatical corrections were made, along with the clarification that snow 

fencing and ski fencing are the same. 

 

September 21, 2020 

Motion (Kenny/Kelly) to approve the September 21, 2020 minutes as amended. Passed (4-0). 

Passed unanimously. Minor grammatical corrections were made. 

 

III. ITEMS FROM THE FLOOR 

C. Vander Meer (Trinidad Coastal Land Trust- TCLT) stated she will be submitting a letter to the 

City Council expressing her interest in joining the Trails Advisory Committee.  

 

Planning Commissioner/Committee member Kelly stated she received an email from B. Morehead 

(TCLT), who advised there is currently an abundance of invasive plants on Trinidad Head, and that 

the BLM received grant funding to remove the plants on their parcel. However, Morehead requested 

that the Trails Committee reach out to the Arcata’s BLM office about extending the use of the grant 

funding to remove invasive plants on adjacent City land on Trinidad Head.  

 

R. Clompus (City Council member) stated signage across from the Marine Lab is falling over, and 

questioned if it could be repaired.  

 

In response to Council member Clompus, Davies and Kelly advised that the sign is located on State 

Park land, and they are aware. Additionally, Kelly stated she suggested to State Park’s that it be 

moved to the legitimate location of the trail, as it currently placed at the location of a social trail.  

 

IV. STAFF/COUNCIL REPORTS 

Council member Davies advised that the Trinidad Trails Committee’s resolution will need to be 

revised as the business representative member was not listed as being appointed by the City 

Council. He also stated that he reached out to a community member about submitting a letter of 

interest.  

 

V. COMMITTEE MEMBER REPORTS 

Committee member Kenny reported on activity occurring on Old Home Beach and advised the 

missing swing at a vista point on State Park land is back.  
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Kelly reported on the annual Humboldt County Trails Council Annual Meeting. She advised that of 

note was the 2022 completion of the last four miles of the rail-with-trail, which could potentially 

link to Trinidad and the Little River Trail - community outreach is expected in 2021. Additionally, 

Kelly advised she spoke with M. Foryes (State Parks) about the invasive pampas grass. Kelly 

explained to the Committee that unfortunately the only option is to treat it with herbicides, which 

will be dispersed by drones. Kelly also stated that she went to the CCNM meeting, where P. 

Fleschner (Trinidad Museum) recommended the Museum’s Native Plant Trail be included in the 

Trails Policy. 

Committee member Laos stated she agreed with P. Fleschner’s recommendation. She also 

confirmed that the composition of the Tribal Council has changed, so the Council will be naming a 

new council member to serve on the Trails Advisory Committee. In response to B. Morehead’s 

(TCLT) email, she stated there is limited funding for the removal of invasive species, so it may be 

wishful thinking regarding extending the removal. Laos did however mention that the Rancheria did 

receive a $60K grant for the removal of invasive species, of which the harbor is a target area, but 

the funding would only cover about an acre.  

 

VI. DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 

 

1. Discussion/Action: Status on Trail Maintenance Projects Vis-à-vis Recommendations Made in 

Annual Plan. 

 

Committee Discussion 

Committee member Davies stated the discussion needs to be centered around what the Committee 

wants included in the annual report. Kenny stated the first priority is the bottom of the Axel 

Lindgren Trail. Laos recommended listing three top priorities in the annual report, while adding that 

signage is an additional priority being carried over from 2019. Kelly suggested presenting the status 

of last year’s priorities to the City Council. The Committee discussed that during the presentation 

they could briefly explain what was accomplished (why and why not), and clarify what is the City’s 

responsibility. The Committee expressed the need to present the positives that were accomplished, 

such as the Trails Policy. Additionally, it was suggested that a 5-10 year CDP application should be 

recommended if it hasn’t been done. Davies stated that a 5-10 CDP is dependent on what 

maintenance is defined as. A discussion surrounding what an umbrella CDP for maintenance is 

ensued. A discussion regarding prioritizing the steps of the Parker Creek Trail and opening the Van 

Wycke Trail occurred. Laos stated she will update the slides for this year’s presentation. Kenny also 

suggested determining what the process is in order to have major trail maintenance completed. She 

advised that something seems to be missing in the chain of command.  

 

The first suggested priority is: 

1. Replacing existing signage (Parker Creek Trail Sign, 4x4 signs that have fallen, etc.). 

Regular maintenance of signs.  

 

Public Comment 

C. Vander Meer (TCLT) stated the CCNM wants to design consistent interpretative signs, along 

with helping with the replacement of signs. She noted there is currently funding to do so. She also 

suggested that the Committee work with BLM. Laos responded advising that the Rancheria wants 

to be a collaborative partner, as well.  

 



 

10-20-2020                                                                                                                                                    DRAFT 
Trails Committee Meeting Minutes   Page 3 of 4 

J. Beaupre (Trinidad) questioned (in the chat) if electric bikes are considered motorcycles, and 

whether or not they are allowed on trails. Davies and Kelly confirmed they are not.  

 

Committee Discussion 

Laos advised she has enough to compose the slides for the presentation. Laos discussed how the 

Committee presented their recommendations in 2019. She noted that the Committee can meet and 

practice prior to the meeting. No further priorities were discussed.  

 

2. Discussion/Action: Budget Allocations/Budget Remaining. 

 

Committee Discussion 

Committee member Davies reminded the Committee that there is $10k allocated yearly in the 

budget for trails. A discussion regarding the usage of funds over the last two years occurred. 

Additionally, the Committee discussed the need to evaluate how Public Works tracks their time to 

count against the budget. Davies suggested rolling over funds as a capital reserve for larger projects 

down the road. Kelly suggested using funds for replacing signs, and advised that the City wouldn’t 

need to go out to bid for something less than $5k.  

 

Public Comment 

R. Clompus (City Council member) suggested investing a small amount of the funds to sponsor a 

student to create a pdf trail guide, which could be on the website.  

 

Committee Discussion 

No further discussion occurred. 

 

3. Discussion/Action: Signage. 

 

Committee Discussion 

Kelly advised there have been multiple discussions surrounding the City’s need for a master signage 

plan. However, she noted that the City may need to hire a marketing company, specifically one that 

has an expertise in signage. For example, she stated it would be beneficial if they present multiple 

options, and the City Council could then allow the community to get involved in the signage design. 

Additionally, she added that from a Planning Commission level, she would be looking at it from a 

traffic study aspect, as the City wants to eliminate parking problems as well. Her idea is for the 

Committee to come up with a “plan for a plan” – a plan to accomplish completing a master signage 

plan. Kelly offered to look into marketing firms, as she has a marketing background. Kenny and 

Laos were in support of Kelly’s idea, as the design of signage is too big of a task for the Trails 

Committee. However, Laos added that some of this has been completed with the Sign Inventory 

Plan.  

 

Davies advised that from the trails standpoint, a signage master plan is outside the Trails 

Committee’s scope, however he stated that the job of the Committee is to consider what the goal of 

the signs are. Council member West suggested using the signs that are currently in storage, and 

stressed the need for consistency and removal of unnecessary signs. West also stated the Yurok 

have expressed concern regarding signage, such as placement, further adding that the Yurok sent a 

letter advising they want to be involved in decision making regarding the trails. Davies advised that 

the City needs to confirm what groups want to be involved in the process. Laos reminded the 

Committee that the Yurok tribe has a seat on the Committee, but they are never present at the 
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meetings to participate (except once when the Committee had its first meeting). Kelly added that the 

City needs regulatory signs - no camping, no bicycles, etc. West added that as the City will be 

looking at the traffic study, the signs can be tied in.  

Public Comment 

Anita Thompson (Trinidad) stated signs need to be uniform and simple throughout the City.  

 

Committee Discussion 

Davies suggested the Committee make a recommendation that this be discussed at the City Council 

meeting. Kelly questioned if the Council would push a Trails Signage Master Plan back to the Trails 

Committee to be completed. A discussion occurred regarding the rules and responsibilities of the 

Committee regarding signs. The Committee agreed that every trail must be equally signed. Laos 

stated there is a legal decision that only relates to one trail, but overall the goal is for all trails to be 

signed and consistent. Kelly offered to put together two or three signs to present to the Council. 

Kenny added the City needs to maintain or replace current signs.  

 

Laos listed the categories for the presentation.  

1. Maintenance – 1) Axel Lindgren Trail 2) Trinidad Head 3) Parker Creek Trail 

2. Signage 

3. Questions on the budget (including labor costs) 

4. Other questions for the City Council (include Van Wycke) 

5. Recommendations.  

6. Accomplishments from last year, and current progress.  

 

VII. REQUEST FOR FUTURE ITEMS 

 Presentation will be at the January meeting.  

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting adjourned at 6:42 pm. Next meeting will be at the City Council’s meeting in January 2021 

at 6:00 pm. 

 

Submitted by:         Approved by: 

 

 

 

Angela Zetter         Tom Davies 

Administrative Assistant       Council Member 



 

 
DISCUSSION AGENDA ITEM 1 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION BELOW AND ATTACHED          3 Pages 
 

 

 

 

1. Discussion/Recommendation: Uniform Trailhead Signage. 
 
 
There are currently many different styles of trailhead signage in use throughout the Trinidad 
Trail System. The Committee may want to forward a recommendation singling out one type 
of sign to designate trailheads within the system. 
 

 



Current Wayfinding Signage

• Propose to use only 2 of the 5 
types of signage short term until 
a new uniform signage plan is 
adopted:



Proposed Concept Option
Design as appropriate



Regulation Advisory Signage
• Current signage in use: Recommendations:

• Uniform design needed for clarity 
• Reduce the number of signs through 

consolidation of rules & regulations.
• Out-of-date, irrelevant or misleading signs 

need to be removed.

Concept options for 
Uniform consolidation of signage



 

 
DISCUSSION AGENDA ITEM 2 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION BELOW AND ATTACHED          2 Pages 
 

 

 

 
2. Discussion/ Recommendation: Removing Street Style Barricades From Trailheads 
 
 
Humboldt County is now in the Orange Tier. The Committee may want to recommend 
removing the street style barricades from trailheads. Currently, the barricades post signage 
related to COVID precautions such as masking and social distancing. Also, some of the 
barricades appear to blocking public access to trails. 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION BELOW AND ATTACHED          3 Pages 
 

 

 

 
3. Review/Discuss: Content of Trinidad Head Trail Wayside Sign that the Trinidad Coastal 

Land Trust Has Agreed to Help Replace. 
 
 
The Trinidad Coastal Land Trust, in partnership with the City of Trinidad, would like to 
replace the damaged Trinidad Head Trail wayside sign. 
 

 



DRAFT content for Trinidad Head wayside sign 4/14/21 
Layout will be by local graphic designer Joan Grytness. Funding from 
BLM, City of Trinidad, Trinidad Coastal Land Trust. This panel will replace 
the current panel that already exists. The base will be used in place. 
 

 current sign 
 
 
 

Welcome to Trinidad Head 

 

Discover a landscape shaped by wind, waves, and time as you hike this 1.4-mile loop trail 
around Trinidad Head. This rocky headland is also known in the Yurok language as Chue-rey-wa, 
meaning ‘mountain,’ and is steeped in history and significance to people and wildlife. 
  
Graphic: overhead of Trinidad Head trail map with spurs and location of gate to Trinidad 
Lighthouse, accessible only on the first Saturday of the month or special tours. 
 

A Rocky Refuge 

Glancing out to sea, the off-shore rocks dotting the coastline part of the California Coastal 
National Monument. Although they don't look particularly welcoming to us, they provide 
refuge for seabirds to nest and rest and a place for seals and sealions to haul out.  
 

At one of the many vistas along this trail, listen and look for marine mammals passing by. You 
may hear California sea lions barking or Steller sea lions roaring from the large red buoys. Look 
for smaller harbor seals hauled out on the rocks close to shore. If you are lucky, you may even 
see the spouts of grey whales migrating past in spring and fall or catch a glimpse of a harbor 
porpoise dorsal fin. 
 

 

Captions under illustrations or photos: 
Common Murres do not make nests! Instead, they lay pear-shaped eggs designed to roll in a 
circle and stay in place on bare rocky ledges.  
Cormorants are experts at catching fish as deep as 150 feet under the surface. They speed 
through the sea using their webbed feet and their wings as steering rudders.   
In breeding plumage, Pigeon Guillemots are black, with white patches on their wings, and wear 
a stylish red color on their legs, feet, and mouth. 
 
Captions will be provided to seal and sealion photos/ illustrations. 
Illustrations or photos: seals and sealions. 
 

Possibly include a picture of Pewotole Island if available with a label, since it is visible from this 
spot. 



Tale of Two Lighthouses  
The Trinidad Head Lighthouse, located on the southwest cliffs of this headland, has been in 
operation since 1871. The lighthouse viewing area is owned and managed by the Bureau of 
Land Management in cooperation with local partners. It is only accessible to the public on the 
first Saturday of the month.  
 

The Memorial Lighthouse is a replica of the working Trinidad Lighthouse located on the 
southwest bluff of Trinidad Head. It was originally erected on the bluffs overlooking Trinidad 
Bay in 1949, to pay homage to fishermen lost at sea.  
 

(Graphics: Historic lighthouse (more prominent) and smaller Memorial lighthouse.) 
 

 

Plants 
As space is available, we will try to include small illustrations of common plants, dispersed 
throughout the layout with hand drawn labels. Examples including: sa-lal, huckleberry, sitka 
Spruce, silk tassel, cow parsnip and poison oak, which can be avoided by staying on the trail.) 
 

Notes: 
While the past sign had a City of Trinidad Logo, I would like to suggest that we go without logos, 
for a more visually pleasing sign. As an alternative, there could be a message at the end of the 
sign that could say: 
 
The Trinidad Head Trail is maintained by the City of Trinidad. For your safety and to protect the 
area, please stay on designated trails. 
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